
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 16, 2014 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship 
L: We look to the hills and to the mountaintops; 
P: where does our help come from? 
L: We look to the sun, the moon, and the stars above; 
P: where does our help come from? 
L: We look to the God of Abraham, maker of heaven and earth; 
ALL:  our help comes from the Lord! 

 

Hymn: STJ no. 35,         O Breath of Life 
 

Scripture Reading:  Genesis 12: 1-4a (Pew Bible p. 6) 
Silent Reflection 

 

Time of Confession 
L: We think that who we are makes us heir to God’s kingdom: 
NORTH: the family we are born into, 
SOUTH: The name game we play. 
L: We think that what we have done makes us citizens of God’s nation: 
NORTH: which school we went to, 
SOUTH:  what agency we volunteered with. 
L: We think that what we look like will make us worthy of God’s blessing: 
NORTH: the shape we’re in, 
SOUTH: the clothes we wear, 
L: We think that what we believe will save us from death: 
NORTH: the laws we follow to the letter, 
SOUTH: the convictions we blindly defend. 
ALL:  We want who we are, where we come from, what we’ve  
   done, what we believe, to be enough.  Like Nicodemus,  
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   we don’t understand how to be reborn.  We speak only  
   about what we know, testify only to what we can prove.    
   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

L: Let go of who you are, let go of where you come from, let go of what you  
     have done, let go of what you believe.  Receive new birth; open your  
     hands to God’s gift of a transformed life. 
ALL:  For the gift of Jesus Christ is the gift of rebirth as a child  
   of God, an heir to the heavenly kingdom, and is ours  
   through faith and not our works. 

 

Theme Song: STJ no. 100,    Here I Am 
 

Children’s Time:           Before 
 

Sharing Time 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 498,      He Comes to Us as One Unknown 
 

Scripture Reading:           John 3: 1-17 (Pew Bible p. 561) 
Brief Reflections 
Prayer 

 

Message:        Blessing 
Child Dedication:    Ethan Joel Waltner, son of Brandon & Kylea Waltner 
       and Brother to Isabel and Addison Waltner 

 

Witnessing 
 

Time of Offering 
Offertory Invitation 
Sharing Our Gifts 
Offering Prayer 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 102,        To God be the Glory 
 

Benediction: 
L: We’ve encountered God’s love and call. 
P:  Let us go then as witnesses to that love, eager to call others  
  to the generosity we’ve experienced, on the lookout in the  
  week ahead for where God is meeting us – body, mind, and  



  spirit. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 

Musical Response 
 

Worship Participants: Michelle Hofer (bulletin cover art), Paige 
Zachariasen (piano), Les Rensink (song leader), Todd Jones (worship leader, 
children's time & message), Jill Hofer (witnessing) 
 

We respectfully request that the designated pews remain open for families 
with young children and those with physical needs.  We also request that the 
crying room remain available for infants and nursing mothers. 
 

A Handicap Accessible Bathroom is located in the basement. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS/PRAISES 

 Family of Faith Ann (Stahl) Sarfarazi 

 Dorothy Haas (daughter of Moses Glanzer) 

 Carol Detweiler (wife of Conf. Min. Tim; scheduled for surgery 3-1 7) 

 Heather VanMeveren (wife of Pastor Shane at Bethany Mennonite) 

 From CPMC: Pray for the Constituency Leaders Council meeting next 
weekend and for Executive Conference Minister David Boshart as he, along 
with members of the Executive Board Task Force, provides leadership to the 
discernment process there.  

 MMN: MMN  thanks you for praying for the Evangelical Mennonite Church 
of Congo mediation process that took place in December. Praise God for a 
good outcome and for the cooperation among the three Mennonite 
denominations in the country. Pray that church unity would continue to 
grow. 

 

TODAY:   
9:00am: Gathering 58:6  
Greeters: Gordon & Alvina Hofer 
Coffee Time:  John & Deloris Stahl 
2:30pm: Movie Event: The Illuminator 
MW Mar. project:  Hygiene Kits and or Soap - see Connection! for details 
Children's Sun. School project: MMN N. Ireland Peacemaking 
 
NEXT SUNDAY:  
Greeters: Harold & Phyllis Hofer 
Organ:  Phyllis Hofer 



Coffee Time: Harold & Phyllis Hofer 
 

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday:  Pastor-Peer, 9:15am (Sioux Falls) 

      Deacons Meeting, 7pm (Parsonage) 
Thursday: Church Board, 7pm 
Friday: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Mar. 26: April Connections Newsletter Deadline 
Mar. 28: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
Apr. 2: Freeman Network for Justice & Peace, 12pm @ Public Library 
Apr. 3: Freeman Ministerial, 10am (North Church) 
       Worship, 7pm @ Salem Home 
Apr. 6: Baby shower for Michelle Neuharth @ 2pm 
Apr. 7: Mennonite Women Work Night 
Apr. 11-14:  Hosting Eastern Mennonite High School students 
 
See the power and beauty of God’s WORD in the Saint John’s Bible –The 
artist-in-residence program at Hutterthal is planning two upcoming events 
featuring this incredible work of art: 

Public movie event, Sunday, March 16th, 2:30pm - The public is 
invited to attend a viewing of the documentary on the Saint John’s Bible 
project, “The Illuminator and a Bible for the 21st Century”. The film will be 
shown in the Hutterthal Mennonite Church basement fellowship hall. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Saint John’s Bible Retreat Day Trip to Collegeville, MN – You are 
invited to join us for an outing to view actual pages of the Saint John’s Bible 
on the campus of Saint John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota while 
enjoying a relaxing and meditative day of activities including prayer and 
Bible study. The trip includes an overnight stay on Wednesday, April 23rd 
and activities on the University campus on Thursday, April 24th. Please 
sign up with Michelle L Hofer if you are interested in attending or would like 
more information.  

 

Hutterthal ladies are invited to a baby shower in honor of Eric and  
Michelle Neuharth and their anticipated new baby on Sunday, April 6, at  
2:00 p.m. If you wish to participate in a group gift, contributions may  
be given to Charlene Friesen or Kim Jones. 
 



MW Worknight is approaching and we are requesting that, if you have sewn 
comforter tops to be tied that evening, you would bring them to 
church by  March 23.  Also, we are looking for a good number of people to 
bring sewing machines to work night.  Contact Sherryl, Barbie or Edie if you 
have comforter tops and also if you can bring your machine. 
 

Hutterthal has been asked to host 40 students and 4 chaperones for the 
MSC Choir Festival at Freeman Academy on April 11-13.  Please contact 
Edie Tschetter if you are able to host.    
 

The Schmeckfest Country Kitchen is asking for donations of food items.  
Poppyseed rolls, fruit pockets, pumpkin rolls, caramel rolls, jams, 
horseradish and summer savory sell especially well.  Items should be labeled. 

 

Table clearers and re-setters are needed on Friday, March 28, and 
table servers on Saturday, March 29 for Schmeckfest.  If you can help 
in those areas, please call Debra Schmeichel, 648-3430.   
 

South Church is hosting another freezer meal assembly opportunity on 
Saturday, April 5 at 9 a.m.  Recipes will be finalized and announced next 
week.  Anyone interested in participating should contact Vernetta Waltner at 
925-7620 or waltners@hotmail.com for more details. Deadline to register is 
March 30.  
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