
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 23, 2014 

 

Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship 
L: Dry and thirsty, we look for a drink that will satisfy. 
P: God provides us with water from the spring of life. 
L: Lost and confused, we strive for direction and purpose. 
P: God leads us through the wilderness into a land of promise. 
L: Weary from the journey, we plead for restoration. 
ALL:  God renews us and grants us new life; we make a joyful  
  noise to the rock of our salvation. 

 

Hymn: STJ no. 28,     We Worship God the Rock 
 

Scripture Reading:        Exodus 17: 1-17 (Pew Bible p. 39) 
Silent Reflection 

 

Time of Confession 
L: When will this journey be over?  Where is the end of all our traveling? 
P:  How long will we wander, thirsty and hungry, strangers in  
  a strange land? 
ALL:  Deliver us, Lord, from our misery. 
L: You have said that You will give us water that flows from the rock; that  
     You will quench our thirst, that never again will our souls be parched. 
P:  But we do not listen to Your voice. 
L: We ignore what we see around us, the evidence of Your gift; asking for  
     new signs, we demand proof of Your grace. 
P:  We harden our hearts against You; we draw from wells that  
  run dry; we sip on that which does not satisfy. 
L: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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 SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

L: Lord, You have met us at the well and offered us a spring of water  
     gushing to eternal life. 
ALL:  Now we have heard for ourselves and we know that You  
   are truly the Savior of the world. 

 

Theme Song: STJ no. 100,    Here I Am 
 

Children’s Time:     Reconcile 
 

Sharing Time 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 493,            I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 

Scripture Reading:          John 4: 5-42 (Pew Bible p. 562) 
Brief Reflections 
Prayer 

 

Message:      Presence 
 

Witnessing 
 

Time of Offering 
Offertory Invitation 
Sharing Our Gifts 
Offering Prayer 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 530,              What Wondrous Love is This 
 

Benediction: 
L: We’ve encountered God through the waters of His presence. 
P:  Let us go then as witnesses to the living water that Jesus  
  offers to us all. 
L: In the week ahead, let us be alert to the surprising ways that God’s work  
     is being revealed all around us. 
ALL:  Amen. 

 

Musical Response 
 

Worship Participants: Michelle Hofer (bulletin cover art), Phyllis Hofer 
(organ), Lillie Koerner (song leader), Leanna Bentz (soloist), Todd Jones 
(worship leader, children's time & message)and Brigitta Hofer (witnessing) 
 



PRAYER CONCERNS/PRAISES 

 Amos Decker's mother 

 Dorothy Haas (daughter of Moses Glanzer) 

 Carol Detweiller (wife of Conference Minister Tim) 

 Heather VanMeveren (wife of Pastor Shane at Bethany Mennonite) 

 From CPMC: Pray for the Mennonite Camping Association meeting this 
week.  Crooked Creek Christian Camp will host this annual gathering of 
Mennonite camp staffers which includes Swan Lake and Wilderness Wind 
camp staff. 

 MMN: Pray for opportunities for MMN’s Brian and Kelly McPhail to share 
Jesus’ love with their students in China where they serve through 
Mennonite Partners in China. 

 

We respectfully request that the designated pews remain open for families 
with young children and those with physical needs.  We also request that the 
crying room remain available for infants and nursing mothers. 
 

A Handicap Accessible Bathroom is located in the basement. 
 

TODAY:   
Greeters: Harold & Phyllis Hofer 
Coffee Time:  Harold & Phyllis Hofer 
MW Mar. project:  Hygiene Kits and or Soap - see Connection! for details 
Children's Sun. School project: MMN N. Ireland Peacemaking 
 

NEXT SUNDAY:  
Greeters: Delmer & Shirley Hofer 
Organ:  Norma Hofer 
Coffee Time: Ray & Joyce Hofer 
 

THIS WEEK 
Tues: Pastor-Peer Meeting, 9:15am (Sermon On the Mount) 
Friday: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Apr. 2: Freeman Network for Justice & Peace, 12pm @ Public Library 
Apr. 3: Freeman Ministerial, 10am (North Church) 
       Worship, 7pm (Salem Home) 
April 4: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
Apr. 6: Baby shower for Michelle Neuharth @ 2pm 
Apr. 7: Mennonite Women Work Night 
Apr. 11-14:  Hosting Eastern Mennonite High School students 



Apr. 13-16: Holy Week Services, 7pm (Bethany Mennonite) 
Apr. 17: Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion, 7pm 
 

Connection! deadline:  Wed. noon, Mar. 26.  Give all info to Edie and 
church news to Twyla. 
 

Hutterthal ladies are invited to a baby shower in honor of Eric and  
Michelle Neuharth and their anticipated new baby on Sunday, April 6, at  
2:00 p.m. If you wish to participate in a group gift, contributions may  
be given to Charlene Friesen or Kim Jones.  They are registered at Target. 
 

We still need housing for 10 people from Eastern Mennonite High School 
for April 11-14.  Please contact Edie if you are able to host.  
 

MW Worknight is approaching and we are requesting that, if you have sewn 
comforter tops to be tied that evening, you would bring them to 
church by March 23.  Also, we are looking for a good number of people to 
bring sewing machines to work night.  Contact Sherryl, Barbie or Edie if you 
have comforter to be tied and also if you can bring your machine. 
  

Saint John’s Bible Retreat Day Trip to Collegeville, MN – You are 
invited to join us for an outing to view actual pages of the Saint John’s Bible 
on the campus of Saint John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota while 
enjoying a relaxing and meditative day of activities including prayer and 
Bible study. The trip includes an overnight stay on Wednesday, April 23rd 
and activities on the University campus on Thursday, April 24th. Please 
sign up with Michelle L Hofer if you are interested in attending or would like 
more information.  
 

The Schmeckfest Country Kitchen is asking for donations of food items.  
Poppyseed rolls, fruit pockets, pumpkin rolls, caramel rolls, jams, 
horseradish and summer savory sell especially well.  Items should be labeled. 

 

Table clearers and re-setters are needed on Friday, March 28, and 
table servers on Saturday, March 29 for Schmeckfest.  If you can help 
in those areas, please call Debra Schmeichel, 648-3430.   
 

South Church is hosting another freezer meal assembly opportunity on 
Saturday, April 5 at 9 a.m.  Recipes include Santa Fe Chicken, Crockpot 
Fajitas, Pork Chop Marinade, Cheesy Potatoes+, Pulled Pork and Egg Bake.  
To participate, contact Vernetta Waltner at waltners@hotmail.com or  
925-7620 for more details. Deadline to register is March 30. 
 



The S.D. Mennonite Disaster Service unit annual mtg. will be held 
April 6, 2 pm, at Bethesda Mennonite Church, rural Marion.  Duane 
Deckert, pastor of the Minot MB Church, will be the featured speaker.  More 
details next week. 
 

The Search Committee, appointed by the Board of Directors of Freeman 
Academy, will begin the interview process to select a candidate for the 
Principal/Chief Administrator position and requests  your prayers and 
counsel as we undertake this journey.  Committee members include Polly 
Waltner, Myles Brockmueller, Sharon Waltner, and Krista Graber, chair. 
 

Prayers for Healing and Hope: Throughout the season of Lent, Pastor 
Todd and the Deacons will be available at the front of the sanctuary following 
worship for prayer.  Anyone desiring special prayer and/or anointing are 
encouraged to come forward. 
 

Please keep Max and Gloria Villatoro and their family in your prayers in a 
special way in the coming weeks. Max and his attorney, Dan Vondra, will be 
appearing before a 3-judge panel of the 8th Circuit Court judge in St. Louis, 
MO, on April 16. This is a crucial meeting, and may be Max's last chance for 
obtaining permanent legal status in the U.S. Please pray for God's Spirit to 
grant wisdom and clarity to Dan Vondra as he prepares his presentation. 
Pray for compassion and justice to guide the judges as they consider this 
case, which will also carry weight for many other immigrant families in our 
region of the country. And pray for peace that passes understanding to reign 
in the hearts of Max & Gloria's family.  
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