
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
April 6, 2014 

 

Prelude:                                    What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
                                                   Oh, How I Love Jesus 
          

Welcome 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship 
L: Today we come before You, God, dry and brittle. 
P: Lord, breathe new life into our aching bones. 
L: We come into Your presence, fatigued and numb. 
P: Lord, breathe new life into our tired living. 
L: We come together in community, tired and hurting. 
ALL:  Today Lord, breathe into us a new hope! 

 

Hymn: STJ no. 46,              O Breathe On Me, O Breathe of God 
 

Scripture Reading:                Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (Pew Bible p. 457) 
Silent Reflection 

 

Time of Confession 
L: Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord. 
P: Lord, hear the desperate pleas of our heart. 
L: If You were to count our transgressions and number our sins, Lord, how 
     could we stand before You? 
P: Lord, open Your ears to our cries! 
L: We are nothing but bone, sinew, and skin; our souls are empty. 
P: Breath of God, come to us on the four winds. 
L: We set our minds on the things of the body; we delight in the flesh. 
P: Spirit, dwell within us and make us whole. 
L: Our soul waits for You, more than those who watch for the morning. 
P: More than those who watch for the morning, our soul waits  
 for You. 
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ALL:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

L: Our soul waits for You. 
P: In Your Word, we hope for You. 
L: For in the Lord, there is steadfast love. 
P: For in the Spirit, there is eternal life. 
L: And it is the Lord who will redeem us from our wrongdoing. 
ALL:  It is by the power of the Lord that we are forgiven! 

 

Theme Song: STJ no. 100,                                   Here I Am 
 

Children’s Time:                                                      Faith 
 

Moment-in-Mission:                    Mennonite Disaster Service 
 

Sharing Time 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 133,                       Out of the Depths I Cry to You 
 

Scripture Reading:                    John 11: 1-45 (Pew Bible p. 567) 
Brief Reflections 
Prayer 

 

Message:                                       Life 
 

Witnessing 
 

Time of Offering 
Offertory Invitation 
Sharing Our Gifts:                         Bringing in the Sheaves 
Offering Prayer 

 

Hymn: HWB no. 327,                           Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 

Benediction: 
L: We’ve encountered God, the source of restoration and new life. 
P: Let us go then as witnesses – living, breathing, and renewed. 
L: As we go, may we be aware of how God’s plan is unfolding and how God  
     is showering us with immeasurable love. 
ALL:  Amen. 

 

Musical Response:                           Blessed Assurance 
 



Worship Participants: Michelle Hofer (bulletin cover art), Elvera Deckert 
(piano), Todd Jones (worship leader, children's time & message), Clara 
Koerner (song leader), Jeff Koller (Moment in Mission) & Monica Hofer 
(witnessing) 
 

We respectfully request that the designated pews remain open for families 
with young children and those with physical needs.  We also request that the 
crying room remain available for infants and nursing mothers. 
 

A Handicap Accessible Bathroom is located in the basement. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS/PRAISES 

 Sam & Christy Hofer family (son Sean died on March 25) 

 Family of LaVonne Hofer (died March 23, 2014) 

 Amos Decker's mother 

 Carol Detweiler (recovering from surgery) 

 Dorothy Haas (daughter of Moses Glanzer) 

 Heather VanMeveren (wife of Pastor Shane at Bethany Mennonite) 

 From CPMC: Pray for the Outreach & Service Committee meeting next 
weekend in Cedar Falls, Iowa. The O&SC helps our churches with 
evangelism, church planting, peace and justice. Roger Farmer is the chair 
and David Boshart staffs the committee. 

 MMN: At this point in their year of service, the novelty of international 
immersion has typically worn off for MMN’s Radical Journey participants. 
Pray that as these young adults become more at ease in their host 
communities, they will see how Jesus is forming a global church across 
cultures. 

 

TODAY:   
Greeters: Ray & Joyce Hofer 
Coffee Time:  Dave & Brandy Friesen 
MW April project:  Campbell's UPC Codes & work night  
Children's Sun. School project: MMN N. Ireland Peacemaking 
2:00pm: Baby shower for Michelle Neuharth 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: Eastern Mennonite High School Guests 
Greeters: Vernon & Norma Hofer 
Organ: Edie Tschetter   
Coffee Time: Steve & Charlene Friesen 
Potluck Meal for everyone: following Sunday School hour with EMHS 
 



THIS WEEK 
Mon.: Mennonite Women Work Night beginning at 4:00pm 
Thurs.:  Church Bd. mtg, 7:30 pm (one week earlier due to Holy Week) 
Fri.: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
Fri. - Sun.: Hosting Eastern Mennonite High School students/staff  
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 18: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
Apr. 13-16: Holy Week Services, 7pm (Bethany Mennonite) 
Apr. 17:  Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion 
Apr. 22: Prayer Shawl, 7pm 
Apr. 24: St. John’s Bible Retreat 
Apr. 25: Men’s Group, 10am (Parsonage) 
Apr. 25-27: Annual Leaders Retreat 

 

We welcome Jeff Koller, M.D.S. Disaster Response Coordinator for Regions 
III & IV, who will be sharing during the Moment in Mission. 
 

Prayers for Healing and Hope: Throughout the season of Lent, Pastor 
Todd and the Deacons will be available at the front of the sanctuary following 
worship for prayer.  Anyone desiring special prayer and/or anointing are 
encouraged to come forward. 
 

All adult and youth Sunday School classes will meet in the 
Sanctuary next Sunday to hear the EMHS choir, learn a bit about their 
school & community and share, via Norman Hofer, about HMC and this 
community.  Everyone is invited to the potluck meal following the S.S. 
hour. 
 

Hutterthal ladies are invited to a baby shower in honor of Eric and  
Michelle Neuharth and their anticipated new baby this afternoon at  
2:00 p.m. If you wish to participate in a group gift, contributions may  
be given to Charlene Friesen or Kim Jones.  They are registered at Target. 
 

MW Work Night: tomorrow beginning at 4 pm but you are welcome to 
come when you can and stay as long as you are able.  A soup supper will be 
provided.  See details in Connection!  Hope to see you there! 
 

The Saint John’s Bible Retreat Day – Hutterthal Mennonite Church 
artist-in-residence, Michelle L Hofer, is organizing an overnight trip to Saint 
John’s University in Collegeville, MN to visit The Saint John’s Bible and 
spend a day in retreat around this marvelous work of art. The Saint John’s 
Bible is an artistic masterpiece – a six year collaboration between 



calligraphers and artists to create a hand-written and illuminated copy of the 
Bible in English. The trip is scheduled for Wednesday, April 23rd  (departure 
time TBD) through Thursday, April 24th.. For more information or to 
register, please contact Michelle L Hofer at cmhofer@gwtc.net. 
Registration deadline is Monday, April 14th. 
 

S.D. Mennonite Disaster Service unit annual mtg:  Bethesda Mennonite 
Church, rural Marion, Sun., this afternoon, at 2 pm.  Duane Deckert, pastor 
of the Minot MB Church, will share what MDS work has meant to the 
community.  Region III Coordinators and the Region III and IV Disaster 
Response Coordinator will also be attending the program.  The business 
meeting will follow the program.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

Rural Revival (www.ruralrevival.org) will meet on Monday, April 7 at 8pm 
in the Freeman Public Library.  The public is encouraged and invited to 
attend.  
 

The Mt. Lake MCC Relief Sale is planned for Sat., April 12 at First 
Mennonite Church and then moving to Mt. Lake Christian School for the 
auction.  To view items for sale: http://www.cross-
countiesconnect.com/2014/03/mcc-relief-sale-raises-funds-for-relief-  
development-peace/ 
 

Freeman Academy will host its Spring Student Showcase and 
Fundraising Dinner on Thursday, April 24 at 5:30 p.m. in the Dining 
Hall.  All are welcome to attend the meal which will be prepared by David 
Friesen.  Please make reservations for the dinner by contacting the 
school office at 925-4237 by April 17. Following the meal, parents, 
friends and donors are invited to attend the Student Showcase at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Pioneer Hall Auditorium which will include highlights of the 2013-14 
school year’s academic work, music and service by all students in grades  
1-12.  Dessert and coffee will be served following the program. 
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