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Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor: Bekka Kramer  
Connection! Publisher: Bekka Kramer 
Proofreaders: Ardella Gross, Rebecca Hofer 
Advisory Board: Chair-Rebecca Hofer, Suzanne Koerner, Bekka Kramer & Brigitta Hofer 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Donations 
November25: 
Attendance  75,  Donations $4,000 
December 2: 
No Service 
December 9: 
Attendance 110, Donations $3.043 
December 16: 
Attendance 71,  Donations $2,103 
 
Submitted by John Clem, Treasurer 

 
December 23: 
 Attendance 90,  Donations $3,561 
 December 30: 
 Attendance 75,  Donations $1,321 
January 6: 
 Attendance 77,   Donations $2,334 
January 13: 
Attendance 66,   Donations $1,656 
January 20: 
 Attendance 61,   Donations $1,829 

Jaden Thomas was baptized on January 6, 2019.  Performing the baptism  

was his mentor John Clem along with Pastor Jack Scandrett, Les Rensink 

and Brandon Waltner. 

Jaden had family and friends to witness this amazing day in his walk with 

the Lord. 

Congratulations Jaden! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
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• The Baptism of Jaden Thomas took place 
on January 6, 2019. Numerous visitors, 
family and friends attended the service 
combining their support with HMC for 
this fine young man as he made his public 
declaration to follow Jesus. 

•  Les and Mary Rensink had their entire 
family, 29 people, with them between 
Christmas and New Years. They were all 
able to attend service with  Les and Mary 
on December 30th. Members were able to 
visit and catch up with the family over 
coffee time. 

• Matt Glanzer will be visiting The Mayo 
Clinic in March now that he has finished 
all chemo treatments. Praise the Lord! 

• Joline Thomas is the HMC contact for 
Schmeckfest 2019. Please contact her to 
donate of your time and/or food. 

• We had the privilege of welcoming Bekka 
Kramer as a new member of HMC on 
Sunday, November 25 when she was for-
mally accepted as a member into HMC. 
She is already very busy serving as out 
Office Admin. Assistant, Editor of  the 
Connection! Newsletter, Children’s Sun-
day School Co-Superintendent and VBS 
Co-Coordinator. Bekka also serves on The 
Et Cetera Shoppe board as Secretary and 
also The MCC Relief Sale Board. 

•  Prayers of comfort for LeRoy Hofer have 
been requested as he is coping with oral 
cancer. The decision to not pursue treat-
ment was made. Also, prayers for his  

       family have been requested.   

By Twyla Hofer 

• The Cookie Walk that was held on Friday, 
December 14  to benefit Matt Glanzer .  

        Everyone that came out and purchased    

        cookies and other sweets helped in raising   
        $1,086.00 to assist with medical bills. 

• Bill Brockmuller, age 26 and son of Joe and 
Betty, was involved in a fatal skiing acci-
dent in early December. Bill was skiing in 
CO with a friend . Suzanne Koerner is Joe’s 
sister, Billy’s Aunt. A Memorial Service was 
held on December 18th at the South 
Church. 

• Thelma Zachariasen, age 94 of Freeman, 
passed away on December 1. Thelma was 
grandmother to Preston and great-
grandmother to Torrie. 

• HMC observed Communion on January 
13th. A Benevolent  Fund Offering was col-
lected and will be distributed at the Dea-
con’s discretion. 

    Editor’s Note: 

Twyla Hofer has completed her many 
years of diligent service to helping with 
the Connection! 

Twyla has been an amazing asset to the 
newsletter. Not only did she write down 
all the happenings, news and vital infor-
mation that keeps us all informed as a 
church family but she did it with a 

 joyful heart and attitude. 

Monthly she would send all of her infor-
mation in perfect penmanship and then 
carefully placed in a handmade enve-
lope! That’s dedication! 

We as a committee would like to thank 
her for all she has done, you will truly 
be missed. 

 

Thank you Twyla Hofer 

For 10 amazing years . 
 

Ardella Gross, Brigitta Hofer, Rebecca Hofer, 
Suzanne Koerner and Bekka Kramer. 
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On January 6th we had as a guest in our church, Phil Regier and his 

wife Cindy. It was a pleasant surprise to meet him once again. Phil’s 

mother Rachel Mendel was raised in our church many years ago. 

Rachel’s mother died six months after Rachel was born. Rachel had 

six older siblings.  She was taken into the home of her aunt Mrs. J. J. 

“Printer” Mendel and was raised almost like a sister to Jake, Roland 

and Raymond Hofer.  

Later she went to Freeman Academy where she met her future hus-

band Pete Regier from Madrid, NB. Fast forward to their son Phil. He 

attended Freeman College and later came here to teach Industrial Arts at the Academy. Our 

son Galen was one of his students. It was a pleasant surprise to meet him again.  He was in 

the community to attend the funeral of his aunt, Marian Brundage, a sister of his father Pete.  

Gwen Ortman is the daughter of his aunt Marian Brundage. 

   -Darlene & Norman Hofer 

 

 

Thank you so much for the Christmas gifts.  

 It means a lot to us to be remembered by 
our church family.  May you all have a 
blessed Christmas.  

 Signed by Rosella Glanzer, 

 Deloris & John Stahl, Sarah Stahl,  

Don Hofer, Moses Glanzer and 

 Kathryn Kleinsasser. 

 

 

Dear Hutterthal Church Christian Ministries, 

Thank you to everyone that had a part in the cookie bake sale that was held 
in my behalf. My family enjoyed the plate of goodies! 

I have one more chemo treatment left and will be going to Mayo Clinic for 
surgery in March. May God bless you.  

        Thanks,  Matt Glanzer 

Thank you for all the prayers for the children and Bekka after the auto acci-
dent. Your love and care was truly felt.  -Jarrod Kramer 
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Signing the Guestbook: 

November 22, Thanksgiving Day Service:  

                          John & Sue Hofer 

                           Tipp City, OH 

November 25: Wallace & LaRuth Kramer 

                           Freeman, SD 

December 16: Aaron & Rebecca Tschetter 

                         Newton, KS 

 

 

      Run to Glory; The story of Eric Liddell  

 by Ellen Caughey 

James & Mary Liddell were married in 1899 and became missionaries to China in 
the northern part.  They grew up in Scotland and had three children Robert, Erica 
and Jenny.  It was a tough life in China with cold and the Chinese  government 
unsettled.  Japanese were invaders and also communists later on.  

 After their first furlough to Scotland their two boys Robert (8) and Eric(6) stayed 
in Scotland to attend boarding school.  Eric decided he wanted to become a mis-
sionary and help his father in the Chinese mission field.  While Eric was in school 
in Scotland he became well known for his running abilities.  A group of students 
started an evangelistic union to spread the word of God and Eric became their 

speaker at their evangelistic services.  Eric’s running ability continued to excel. 

  In 1924 the Olympics were held in France.   Eric was scheduled to be Scotland’s chief entry on 
the roster.   However when Eric discovered that the first heats were scheduled for Sunday morning he 
said  he is not running.   His country men were so angry at that they called him a traitor.  But the following 
week there were races in which Eric was able to enter and he excelled in them all.                        

                After Eric graduated from Edinburgh University he entered Scottish Congregational College in 
Edinburgh to prepare for the ministry and prepare for missionary service to help his father on the mission 
field in China.   Eric left for China where  conditions were not good.  The Communists were trying to take 
over the country.  Eric got married and they had girls and continued to work with his father in the mission 
field that his father had started in China.  The communists took over and wanted all westerners out.  Eric’s 
wife was from  Canada so he sent his wife and children to live with her parents for their safety.  

   You must read this book to learn what happened to Eric on the Mission field. 

This is an  interesting book. –Submitted by LeRoy Hofer 

Thank you LeRoy Hofer for the love and 

 passion you have of books. 

 Your dedication means so very much to not only the 

 Connection! committee , but to all whom read your  

book reports. 

Library Book 

Review 

by  

LeRoy 

Hofer 

Connection! Quote: 

Church is not something you  

go to. 

It’s a family you 

Belong to. 
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Happenings 

at 
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Enjoying the Holiday Season at HMC 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The 2018 Holiday Season was full of holiday 

 cheer and delight at HMC! 

On December 9, to start off the season the children’s Sunday 

School department held their Annual Christmas program. The 

Fumbly Bumbly Angels was not only cheerful, but meaningful 

with telling of Jesus’ birth. A lovely brunch was served after 

complete with delicious egg bakes, baked goods and let’s not  

forget the biscuits and gravy! 

Thank you to all that assisted with the 

 program and the brunch! 

Photos 

 submitted by 

Rebecca Hofer 
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January Birthdays 
1) Beth Wilson 

1) Ardella Gross 

1) Tristan Kellar  

3) Bekka Kramer 

5) Mercedes Hofer 

5)  Brandon Waltner 

7) Amy Hofer Vetch 

8) Egan Mettler  

10) Ethan Waltner 

12) Joline Thomas 

16) Bruce Hofer 

18)  Randy Glanzer 

19)  Pam Tieszen 

22)  Melvin Hofer 

23)  Les Rensink 

27) Phil Thomas 

30) Derrick Preheim 

January Anniversaries 

8)Gary & Jennifer Tschetter 

26)Cameron & Rina Hofer 
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Prayer Requests 
February 3 
Pray for those who volunteer as leaders in our conference serving on 
various committees and boards such as the Conference Board, the 
Christian Formation Committee, Pastoral Leadership Committee, Out-
reach and Service Committee, Stewardship Task Force, Shalom Read-

ers Club, and all other conference volunteers. We give thanks for those who are willing to 
serve! 
February 10 
Pray for staff and volunteers at Swan Lake Christian Camp and Crooked Creek Christian 
Camp as they look ahead and make plans for the summer camping season.  
February 17 
Pray for the churches in the Eastern Iowa cluster as they prepare for Annual Meeting 
2019, which will take place on June 20-23.   
 
 

Financial Update 
The Central Plains budget hit a grand slam in December in the season of advent as we ex-

perienced Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love in anticipation of the birth of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, and increased its overall surplus in the process.  Income for December came 

in at $68,260.60  Meanwhile, expenses came in at $27,986.93.  This very generous and 

gracious support helps build on our surplus increasing it to $47,176.91 for the fiscal 

year.  We are appreciative of all your support of Central Plains – may you experience a joyful 

start to the New Year!   Thank you!  –Stewardship Task Group  

 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
February 3 
Mary Raber requests prayer for pastors and their wives living in 
Ukraine’s militarized zone. Mennonite Mission Network is helping 
sponsor a retreat for them this month. Pray for safety in travel and 
that church leaders would be physically and spiritually renewed for 
continued ministry in difficult conditions.  
  
February 10 
Mennonite Mission Network requests prayer for DOOR city directors as they prepare for a busy 
season of hosting 179 students who will be serving in urban DOOR locations during their spring 
breaks. 
  
February 17 
Diana Cruz and Felipe Preciado of Mennonite Mission Network are serving at La Casa Grande 
children’s home in Benin. Pray for good health and open hearts as Diana and Felipe teach Eng-
lish, assist with gardening, and share God’s love with each child. 
  
February 24 
Today ends the three-day Festival Tournament in Ulaanbaatar. JCS, Mennonite Mission Net-
work’s partner agency in Mongolia, requests prayer for their Eagle Wings hockey team. Pray 
that the 15 boys and their coach will demonstrate God’s love throughout the competition.  
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February Birthdays 
 

1)  Rebekah McCune 

3) Glenda Langeland 

5)  Ian Hofer 

7) Delmer Hofer 

8)  Mark Glanzer 

12) Jada Koerner 

12)  Don Hofer 

13)  ElVera Deckert  

13)  LaVonne Tschetter 

16) Doug Glanzer 

20) Sylvia Hofer 

24) Lane McCune 

24) Rebecca Hofer 

25)  Steven Rensink  

25) Jessica Rose Hofer 

25) Nanette Hofer 

26)  Connie Hofer  

27)  Amanda Mettler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 
7) Joyce and Steven Schnabel 

21) Carrol & Glenda Langeland 

February Calendar               
  3      9:30 am: Praise Music 

          9:45 am Worship Service 

         11:10 am  Sunday School   

          12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

 

 10     9:30 am Praise Music 

          9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am: Sunday school for all ages 

          12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

 

12       1:30 pm: 2nd Tuesday Prayer Shawl   

                        Ministry 

                   

 17       9:30 am: Praise Music 

           9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

                        No Soup & Study 

 20  7:00 pm:  Board Meeting 

       

 24      9:30 am: Praise Music 

            9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am  Sunday School for all ages 

           12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

     

 

Twyla’s February Tip:  When baking a cake, use the toothpick method to check 

for doneness. If there is no batter on the toothpick, let it cool and then enjoy! If there is 
batter on the toothpick, put it back in the oven for a bit longer. Either way, you will get to 
enjoy an entire cake as it will be fully baked with this method. Enjoy ! 


