
  

March 2019 

Connection! 
Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Welcome to  
Hutterthal Mennonite 

Church 
 



2 

Attendance and Donations 
1-27 Attendance 67,  Donations $1,946.00 

2-03  Attendance 81,   Donations $2,359.08 

2-10  Attendance 73,   Donations $1,747.00 

2-17  No service 

Submitted by John Clem, Treasurer 
 

 
 

 

Healing and Resolution Process for Hutterthal with Ted Lewis 

I want to thank many of you who have committed yourselves to extra prayer during this hard and long 

journey to heal hurts and resolve difficult conflicts from the past. Prayer certainly makes a difference 

because it attunes us to the ways in which God's Spirit wants to move among people to bring about 

restoration and redemption. Prayer actually helps us to lean into being a part of this movement of the 

Spirit so that we can contribute to the positive outcomes from a hard situation. 

 

This has certainly been a multi-layered situation which has impacted the whole church, and I have 

also appreciated how many of you have taken part in various meetings since last October. Once the 

process has more completion this spring, I will be writing a fuller piece for the Connection. For now, 

however, I wish to acknowledge that this is certainly a long journey, but in that lengthening, I have 

seen deeper heart-change that would not have happened if this was more of a quick process to dissem-

inate information. The quality of renewed life will be reflected in the quality of relationships that re-

flect care and compassion for everyone.  
 

I have been moved by the passage in 2 Corinthians 4 where Paul talks about the paradox of death be-

ing at work at the same time that life is at work. It's a real mystery, how death and life can swirl to-

gether, but that mystery is at the heart of the gospel message. Through death comes new life. If you 

understand how composting works, then you will understand this overlap of death and life. I encour-

age you to read through 2 Cor. 4 and reflect on the ways in which hard things can be transformed into 

greater good. This transformative work, I think, is God's specialty. God is making your church soil 

more nutrient.  And that takes some time. 

 

I hope to see all of you this coming weekend, March 2 and 3, for the scheduled meetings described in 

the letters I have sent out. May hearts be opened, and may the Spirit continue to move among you. 

 

Ted Lewis 
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• Matt Glanzer will be visiting The Mayo Clinic this March now that he has 
finished all chemo treatments. Praise the Lord! 

• Joline Thomas is the HMC contact for Schmeckfest 2019. Please contact her 
to donate of your time and/or food. 

• With the help from family Melvin & Emma Hofer have moved to  

       Oakview Terrace  and they are settling in nicely. 

• HMC has begun a new Bible Study Series after services on Sundays. Mem-
bers gather in Fellowship Hall and enjoy delicious homemade soup, fellow-
ship and God’s Word. When asked about the Soup & Study the response has 
been that it’s a great way to enjoy food and family! 

• Dennis Schrock is home from the hospital fully recovered from Sepsis. 

• Services were cancelled both February 10th and 17th due to extreme 

       weather conditions. 

• Anyone wanting to submit church related information to share with mem-
bers and family please feel free to send it to Hutterthal@goldenwest.net or 
mail to   HMC Drawer A Freeman, SD 57029. 

• Anyone interested in assisting with the church website please contact one of 
the Trustees. 

• LeRoy Hofer has moved to Oakview Terrace and is coping with cancer. 
Please continue to lift he and his family in prayer. 

. 
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 Et Cetera Shoppe is currently seeking new volunteers to fill a   

variety of positions, including:  clothing steamer (2-3 morn-

ings OR afternoons per month, flexible), housewares pricer 
(Friday mornings), sewing and craft supplies pricer/
organizer (a couple hours per month, flexible).  And we AL-

WAYS need new clerks and new rug weavers!  Please call 
the shop at 925-7098 to join our team of volunteers that are 
making a real difference to people in need.  If you’ve ever 
thought that you’d volunteer SOMEDAY – let 2019 be the year 
you start!   

Volunteers are needed to make kuchen for Schmeckfest at 

the Tyndall Bakery on March 9 and 16.  We will start at 9:00 a.m. 

and car pooling is available.  The custard filling will be prepared in the 

Pioneer Hall kitchen the day before (March  7 and 15) starting at 

12:30 p.m.   

Donations of fruit or money to purchase fruit are also welcome. 

 Please contact Debra Schmeichel (648-3430) if you are willing to help 

any of those days, or if you have any questions.  Thank you!  
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The S.D. Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) unit annual meeting will 

be held Sunday,  March 10, 2 pm, at the Bethany Mennonite Church 

in Freeman.  Norman Hofer from Freeman will be the featured speaker.  

A business meeting will follow.  More details next week. 

 

Do you have a tech-ish mind? Are 

you creative? Do you have a few 

hours a month to lend? If so, you 

may be perfect to assist with the 

HMC website. Contact one of the 

Trustees for more info. Thank you! 
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The winter Bible study focused on the book of James has 
been held on Sundays following a soup dinner.  Pastor Jack 
has been preaching from James and the Bible study partici-
pants discuss questions relating to the text and sermons. 

  Thank you to Pastor Jack and the Deacons for 

 organizing this time of fellowship and study.   

Submitted by: Edie Tschetter 

Soup & Study is being 

held in Fellowship 

Hall 3 Sundays a 

month and child care 

is available. 

Come for the soup, 

stay for fellowship 

and God’s Word. 
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March Congregational  

Ministries Project 

 Soap or Hygiene Kits & Special Needs. 

Soap:  soap bars of all sizes and kinds  

MCC hygiene kits:  

DO NOT PLACE IN DRAWSTRING BAGS, 

 THE CHILDREN WILL DO THIS AT A DIFFERENT TIME: 

**1 adult-size toothbrush (in manufacturer’s pkg)  

**1 nail clipper (good quality)     

**1 wide-toothed comb (6–8 in) 

**1 large bar bath soap (leave in wrapper) 

**1 hand towel (medium weight, dark or bright colors;  

               approx. 16 in x 26 in 

 

The Jessie & Rebel Hurd family (Brigitta Hofer’s neighbors) lost 
 EVERYTHING in a recent house fire.   
Try to imagine what that would be like.   

Congregational Ministries will be running two projects in March so 
 that we can assist this family.  

 The original project (hygiene kits and/or soap) will continue as scheduled but we 
will move the December project (emergency/special need) to March as well. 

  An offering basket will be placed in the foyer the 2nd 
and 3rd Sundays in March.  

 You can also give your gifts directly to Joyce Hofer, treasurer of Congregational 
Ministries.  Make checks payable to HMC Congregational Ministries.     
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Praying 

for Pastor 

Jack & 

Cathy as 

they agree 

to spend 

another 

year at 

HMC. 

Moment in Mission: 

Monica Clem spent the first two 

weeks of December working on 

an MDS rebuild project in north 

central California building 

homes following the 2015 fires 

that destroyed 1,400 homes in 

Lake County.  
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1 Denise Friesen 

4 Vernon P. Hofer    

4 Shirley Hofer  

6 Donovan Friesen  

6 Jessica Preheim 

7 Kevin Pullman  

10 Mildred Hofer  

11 Charlene Friesen  

12 Rina Hofer  

13 Eric Friesen  

13 Todd Koerner 

16 Savanna  

         Timmerman 

20 Cole Hofer 

24 Isabel Waltner 

24) Bonita Hofer  

25 Haley Preheim  

26 Jaden Thomas 

27  Vernon J. Hofer  

28 Jackson Preheim 

31 Jordyn Hofer 

   3  Brandy Hofer & Sergio Lima 

 23  Melvin & Emma Hofer 

 25  Delmer & Shirley Hofer 

 

Quotable Quotes from Twyla 

“Don’t tell God how big the storm is. 

Tell the storm how BIG your God is!” 
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Prayer Requests 
March 3 
Pray for the Mennonite Churches in Ecuador. Give thanks for their many min-
istries in the community and for the good work they are doing with refugees 
(which you can read about in the current issue of Scattered Seeds). 

March 10 
Pray for the faculty and staff at Freeman Academy and Iowa Mennonite School.  

March 17 
Pray for your sister churches in Nebraska: Beemer, Bellwood, Bethesda, First Mennonite of Lin-
coln, Milford, Salem in Shickley, Wood River, and the Omaha Chin Christian Church (who will be 
joining CPMC this summer at Annual Meeting). 
 

Financial Update 
The Central Plains budget kept its head slightly above water in the month of January.  In-
come for the month came in at $32,291.47 while expenses came in at $31,609.78.  This 
continued our positive streak for the last few months with the month ending in the 
black.  As a result,  our surplus increased to $47,858.60 for the fiscal year.  February is tra-
ditionally a very weak month for our budget, so we do appreciative of all your support of 
Central Plains –Thank you!  –Stewardship Task Group  
 
 

Prayer Requests 
March 3 
Eric and Kelly Frey Martin are traveling from Colombia to Ecuador to 
join Mennonite Mission Network personnel for a retreat. Pray for a time 
of meaningful worship and renewal as long-term and short-term work-
ers share experiences to equip them for continued ministry. 
  
March 10 
Alisha, Joshua and Asher Garber of Mennonite Mission Network are 
looking for a new home in Catalonia as the building that housed Mennonite Evangelical Community 
of Barcelona’s residential program needs to be closed for repairs. Pray that each of the 18 people 
who lived there will find a place where they can flourish in the coming year.  
  
March 17 
Do you know someone aged 15-22 who might benefit from Mennonite Mission Network’s Youth Ven-
ture programs in Benin, Indonesia, Japan or Peru? Pray for participants who want to build the glob-
al church through relationships with God’s people around the world. 
  
March 24 
Anne Garber Kompaoré of Mennonite Mission Network helped plant the seeds of the 40-year-old 
Mennonite Church in Burkina Faso and continues to live in the country, working as a global Bible-
translation consultant. Pray for her and her husband, Daniel, as they also provide leadership for 
congregations and schools. 
  
March 31 
Today, Mennonite Mission Network’s Service Adventure units from Albuquerque, New Mexico; An-
chorage, Alaska; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Jackson, Mississippi; and Johnstown, Pennsylvania; 
are beginning a week of team-building and service with Mennonite Disaster Service in Bloomington, 
Texas. Pray for God’s love to flow through them. 
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April Calendar                
  7      9:30 am: Praise Music 

          9:45 am Worship Service 

         11:10 am  Sunday School   

          12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

 

   9     1:30 pm– 2nd Tuesday Prayer Shawl    

                         Ministry 

 

 14     9:30 am Praise Music  Palm Sunday 

          9:45 am: Worship Service 

         11:10 am: Sunday school for all ages 

         12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

 

 17      7:00 pm:  Board Meeting 

 

  18     Connection! submission deadline 

 

 21      9:30 am Praise Music    Easter Sunday 

           9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am: Sunday school for all ages 

                

28      9:30 am: Praise Music 

           9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

          12:00 pm: Soup & Study 

  

           

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor: Bekka Kramer  
Connection! Publisher: Bekka Kramer 
Proofreaders: Ardella Gross, Rebecca Hofer 
Advisory Board: Chair-Rebecca Hofer, Suzanne Koerner, Bekka Kramer & Brigitta Hofer 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

