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Attendance and Donations 

Feb 24 - (No church) 

Mar  3 - Att 65; Off $3,627 

Mar 10 - Att 55: Off 2,019 

Mar 17 - Att 72; Off $2,293 

Mar 24 - Att 74; Off $2,185 

Submitted by John Clem, Treasurer 

 

Celebrating 50+ years of marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

72 years 

Melvin & Emma Hofer 

March 23, 1947 

63 Years 

Delmer & Shirley Hofer 

March 25, 1956 
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• Dr. Paul Rainbow was a guest speaker on March 24th. The title of his ser-
mon was titled “ An Urgent Call to Repent”. 

• Services were cancelled on February 24th due to extreme weather  

      Conditions. 

• Anyone wanting to submit church related information to share with mem-
bers and family please feel free to send it to Hutterthal@goldenwest.net or 
mail to HMC Drawer A Freeman, SD 57029. 

• HMC is hosting Holy Week 2019 and Seth Miller will be conducting 

      services. 

• Prayer has been asked for all the farmers and their families in South Dakota 
and Nebraska hit by the blizzard and to give them strength and peace. 

• Our dear friend and family member, LeRoy Hofer went to be with the Lord 
this month. Prayers of healing during this time of mourning for his family 
has been requested. 

• Delmer & Shirley Hofer are finally back to good health after experiencing a 
bout with Influenza. 

• Matt Glanzer has had his 12th Chemo treatment and will not have surgery 
at this time. 

• A congregational meeting was held after church service on March 3rd re-
garding painting the educational wing and foyer and to replace ceiling tiles. 

      A hand vote was taken, motion was made by Dennis Schrock, 2nd by Bekka    

     Kramer. Motion to adjourn made by Brandon Waltner, 2nd by Les Rensink. 

• The educational wing and foyer were painted this month by the Trustees, 
their wives and other volunteers.  

• Like us on Facebook! Did you know HMC has a Facebook page? 

       If you have FB, follow HMC for up-to-date information and the exciting      
       events that are happening!!  
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at  HMC 
 

Sunday, April 14 9:45 am-  Palm Sunday Service the  

Children’s Sunday School will be singing. 

Thursday, April 18 7:00 pm– Maundy Thursday Service 

Sunday, April 21, 9:45 am– Easter Sunday Service   
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HMC Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

 
I am truly humbled by the wonderful blessing I have received 
through your Prayer Shawl. Your concern and caring in time of af-
fliction means so much. 

 Undeserving as I am, God continues to be gracious and answers 
prayers. So now, Faith, Hope and Love remain, but the greatest of 
these is Love. 

 

Thank you for Kindness,  

Dennis and Carol Wollman 
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Remembering a dear friend 
 

LeRoy Hofer 
June 13, 1929– March 15, 2019 

 
LeRoy Donald Hofer was born to Paul L. and Elizabeth (Lizzy) Hofer 
on June 3, 1929, in Silver Lake Township, Hutchinson County. He 
passed away on March 15, 2019, at Oakview Terrace in Freeman, SD, 
at the age of 89. 

LeRoy attended elementary school at District 51 Summit country 
school. LeRoy graduated from Freeman Academy in 1947. He was bap-
tized and became a member of Hutterthal Mennonite Church on  
December 1, 1946. 
 
On June 4, 1950, LeRoy married Sarah Mendel, and together they 
started farming in McCook County, north of Bridgewater, SD. LeRoy 
enjoyed farming and using the newest technologies available in farm 
equipment over the years. In 1965, LeRoy and Sarah moved to 
Hutchinson County to continue their agriculture operation on the farm 

where LeRoy had grown up. LeRoy’s farming philosophy was to raise grain and feed it to livestock to be a 
food producer. 

LeRoy enjoyed being a member of Hutterthal. He taught Sunday school classes and held various positions on 
the church board and served on various church committees throughout his life. LeRoy served many years on 
the Freeman Junior College Board and on the Weed Board of Hutchison County for 25 years. LeRoy also was 
the Mennonite Disaster Service representative for Hutterthal for many years. LeRoy and Sarah did many 
things together and both served on the board of directors at Swan Lake Christian Camp for over 10 years. 
When Sarah became ill later in life, LeRoy lovingly cared for her during the time she was able to be at home.  

LeRoy praised God for our country and what it means to all who live here. He was grateful for all the bless-
ings he experienced on earth. He so appreciated his children and their families. Left to mourn his passing are 
three sons and one daughter, their spouses, grandchildren and great -grandchildren. 

Sons, daughter and spouses include: Carlos and Rosalind (Waltner) Hofer of Sioux Falls, SD; Bruce and Mon-
ica (Graber) Hofer of Freeman, SD; Geraldine (Jerri) and Joseph Palumbo of Bloomington, IL; and Stanley 
and Jill (Wiebe) Hofer of Freeman, SD. Grandchildren and great -grandchildren are: Christopher and Shan-
non (Marcinko) Hofer of Houston, TX, and their children Joselyn, Zachary, Christian, Caden and Madeleine; 
Jennifer and Aaron Goss of Colorado Springs, CO, and their children Ofelia and Penelope; Patrick and Laura 
(Niedert) Hofer of Freeman, SD; Cameron and Rina (Velez) Hofer of Freeman, SD, and their daughter Camil-
la; Stacy and Jason Medina of San Diego, CA, and their children Ryder and Reagan; Anthony Palumbo of 
Bloomington, IL; Cole Hofer and Ian Hofer of Freeman, SD. 

Also left to mourn his death are his sister Vivian Epp of Roseville, MN; sister -in-

law Janice Mendel of Freeman, SD; and a host of nieces, nephews and friends. Pre-

ceding LeRoy in death are his wife Sarah, his parents Paul L. and Elizabeth Hofer, 

Sarah’s parents Jacob H. and Sarah Mendel; LeRoy’s brother and sister-in-law 

Marvin P. and Kathryn Hofer, LeRoy’s sister Irene, LeRoy’s brothers -in-law and 

sisters-in-law Merle Epp, Jacobina Mendel, Rachel and Waldo Wiens, Noah and 

Louise Mendel, Martha and Isaac I. Walter, Jr., Wanda and Herb Hofer, and James 

Mendel. 
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April 

 Congregational  

Ministries Project 

 SD MCC Sale Pancake Breakfast 

Cash Donation 

 

Who doesn’t love pancakes? 

 

The SD MCC Relief Sale is quickly approaching  and we 

need your help. 

 

For the month of April we are asking for cash donations to 

offset the costs  incurred to provide a free will offering 

meal. 

Volunteers are also needed to help before, during and after 

the breakfast. 
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Happy 80th Birthday 

Twyla 
I was born to Richard O. & Agnes(Schrag) Preheim  on 

April 27, 1939 on a small farm 7 miles east of Free-

man, SD. 

I thoroughly enjoyed school, 4 years at Freeman  

Academy, and 2 years at Freeman Jr. College earning 

1st and 2nd year teaching certification.  

I taught 4 terms in rural schools. 

When I was 11 yrs. Old and about to enter 6th grade 

my mom passed away at the age of 41 years due to Leukemia. This was a huge 

adjustment for our young family. I am forever grateful to our numerous aunts who took time from their own 

family responsibilities to help us get our lives back together after mom’s passing. My only sibling, an older 

brother, always “looked out” for me and we were great companions in work & play. 

Growing up on a farm there were chores to do as well as fun times: riding my bicycle, working on 4-H livestock 

projects and playing softball. When I was an 8th grader I was invited to join a ladies softball team. I really 

enjoyed the game and the camaraderie for the next tens years. 

Home Economics was a required subject my first year at FA and I found I really liked the sewing machine. I 

sewed much of my wardrobe as well as many items for the family. The sewing machine is my hobby especially 

since there aren’t 5 girls sharing 1 machine like in Home Ec.! 

I was baptized on May 20, 1956 by J. Herbert Fretz and became a member in the Salem, South Church. 

It was Christmas Eve 1961 when Vernon asked me to journey through life with him. I gladly said yes an d we 

began that journey on July 8, 1962 when J. Herbert Fretz united us in marriage in the South Church. We lived 

on Vernon’s West Freeman farm with his parents our 1st year while their new home in Freeman was being com-

pleted. 

Vernon’s mom became my 2nd mom and I learned so much from her. When they moved to their retirement home 

in Freeman they turned the farm over to us. Those were busy years whenwe raised our family and started 

Rural Mfg. Co.  

HMC became my church and I taught the 2 year old Sunday School class for many years. The FA Auxiliary and 

extension club were some other activities I enjoyed. We took several vacations of approximately 2 weeks each 

seeing many sights in the U. S. and Canada. 

Vernon and I had the privilege of going to Europe twice on Heritage Tours. One Hutterite and one Swiss. 

The Lord has blessed us in so many ways. The loving family he has given us has increased with delightful peo-

ple. Our daughter Monica has given us 2 precious grandchildren with her first husband Doug Freisen: Kate, 

Richard and Sara., who has brought Matthew ino our family. 

About 12 years after Doug’s death Monica brought john into our family. Our son Colin has brought Michelle and 

their 2 daughters Madeline and Claire for us to love and cherish. Our son Ross has many friends in Bozeman, 

UT where he lives and we enjoy them also when we go to visit Ross. One son Ryan Reid was still born in 1969 

and is waiting to greet us upon arrival in Heaven.  

We are thankful daily to our Lord for health, energy, family and friends with which he graciously blesses us. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Twyla Hofer 
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Holy Week at 

Hutterthal Mennonite Church 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Seth M. Miller is the Pastor for Preaching and Community Life at Bethesda 
Mennonite Church, Henderson, NE. He received his Master of Divinity de-
gree from Eastern Mennonite Seminary in Harrisonburg, VA. Before entering 
the ministry, Seth taught European history and government at the high 
school level. He has led several Anabaptist history tours in Europe, most re-
cently in 2017 with Eastern Mennonite University. More recently, Seth has 
been engaged with work in the Central Plains Mennonite Conference, serving 
on the Pastoral Leadership Committee. Seth and his wife, Kristie, are the par-
ents of two daughters, with a third soon to join their family. 

 

Services  

Sunday –Wednesday, 7:00 PM 
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1)  Dennis Schrock  

2)  Steven Hofer 

2) Michelle Hofer  

5) Ann Marie Reiling 

6) Clara Koerner 

8)  Edie Tschetter  

8)  Chris Waltner 

12) Deb Dockter 

13) Kaliyah Hofer 

14)  Ashton Dockendorf  

18) Carrol Langeland 

18) Isaac Mettler 

18) Larry Timmerman 

19)  Cameron Hofer  

22)  Jenni Garner 

22) Richard Friesen 

23)  Jonathan Mendel 

24) Doug McCune 

26) Bridget Neuharth 

27)  Twyla Hofer 

27)  Easton Tschetter 

29) Mavis Craig 

30) Joyce Schnabel 

30)  Jessica Mills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22) Daryl & Deb Dockter 

28) Lance & Lacey Friesen 
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Prayer Requests 
 March 24 
Pray for the pastors and chaplains of Central Plains and their spouses 
who are meeting together for Annual Leader's Retreat in Schuyler, Ne-
braska this weekend.  
 March 31 
Pray for the search process for CPMC's new Conference Minister for 

Ministerial Leadership. Pray for the candidates and the search committee, that they may 
recognize God's presence and guidance in the process  
 April 7 
As they are finishing up their time in Ecuador and preparing to come home, pray for the 
participants in the Fellowship and Learning trip to the Ecuadorian Rainforest that left on 
March 28, and will return home on April 10.    
 April 14 
Pray for Central Plains congregations that are in the midst of pastoral searches. Pray for 
search committees and for candidates looking for churches, that God may guide the search 
process according to God's will.   
 

Financial Report 
The Central Plains budget took a dip in the frozen tundra this February.  Income for the 
month came in at near a record low of $11,146.72.  Meanwhile, expenses came in at 
$31,905.21.  This ended our positive streak of 3 straight months ending in the black.  How-
ever, we are still maintaining a surplus for the fiscal year which has moved to 
$27,100.11.   We are appreciative of all your support of Central Plains  
Thank you!  –Stewardship Task Group  

Prayer Requests 

 
April 7 
Paul and Serena Manickam of Mennonite Mission Network have 
been working with the Mennonite churches in the area around Iqui-
tos, Peru. Recently, their request for visa renewal was denied. Pray 
for God’s comfort and guidance as they discern next steps. 
April 14 
Mary Beyler has spent most of her adult life serving in Japan with Mennonite Mission Network. 
Though she is bringing closure to her ministry there, new doors are still opening for her to point 
people toward Jesus. Pray God’s blessing on Mary as she says her good-byes in the six months 
that remain before her retirement.  
April 21 
On Friday, Mennonite Mission Network’s Sent conference will begin at The Beloved Community 
Mennonite Church in Denver, Colorado. Pray for this three-day event that will bring together 
Mennonite Church USA leaders to seek God’s plan for energizing existing congregations and 
planting new ones in the context of the 21

st
 century  

  
April 28 
Matthew and Toni Krabill are preparing for ministry through Mennonite Mission Network where 
they will work alongside Janie and Neal Blough at the Paris Mennonite Center. Pray for the 
Krabills as they raise support for a life of faithful discipleship in France . 
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May Calendar                
5       9:30 am: Praise Music 

          9:45 am Worship Service 

         11:10 am  Sunday School   

 

12      9:30 am Praise Music   

          9:45 am: Worship Service 

         11:10 am: Sunday school for all ages 

 

14     1:30 pm– 2nd Tuesday Prayer Shawl  

                                           Ministry 

           

19       9:30 am Praise Music     

           9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am: Sunday school for all ages 

 

22      7:00 pm:  Board Meeting 

 

23     Connection! submission deadline 

                

26      9:30 am: Praise Music 

           9:45 am: Worship Service 

          11:10 am:  Sunday School for all ages 

           

  

           

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor: Bekka Kramer  
Connection! Publisher: Bekka Kramer 
Proofreaders: Ardella Gross, Rebecca Hofer 
Advisory Board: Chair-Rebecca Hofer, Suzanne Koerner, Bekka Kramer & Brigitta Hofer 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

