
  

February 2020 

Connection! 
Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

 

Hutterthal Happenings 

Calendar of Events 

February 9, Benevolent Fund  

February 11, 1:30 pm: Prayer Shawl ministries 

February 12, Deacon’s meeting 

February 19, 7:00 pm: Church Board 

February 26: Connection  information Due 

Attendance and Offering for February 

Jan 5    Attendance 64; Offering $2,362.00 

Jan 12  Attendance 65; Offering $2,549.00 

Jan 19  (No service)  

Jan 26  Attendance 55; Offering $2,850.00 

February Projects 

Congregational  

Ministries:  

Swan Lake 

Cash Donations 

 

Children’s S.S.  

Department: 

Swan Lake  

Cookie Walk  

information: 

Total Raised  

was $883. Thank 

you all that 

helped, making it 

a grand success! 
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Calling everyone ages 15–22! Are 
you looking for a fun and meaningful 
way to serve this summer? Join a 
2020 Youth Venture team! See and 
join in the work God is doing in Spain, 
Colombia, Arizona, Peru, Nazareth 
Village, or Benin. Visit 
www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve to 
learn more, or contact  
Lauren Eash Hershberger at 
LaurenEH@MennoniteMission.net  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

  1)  Rebekah McCune 
  3) Glenda Langeland 
  5)  Ian Hofer 
  7) Delmer Hofer 
  8)  Mark Glanzer 
12) Jada Koerner 
12)  Don Hofer 
13)  ElVera Deckert  
13)  LaVonne Tschetter 
16) Doug Glanzer 
20) Sylvia Hofer 
24) Lane McCune 
24) Rebecca Hofer 
25)  Steven Rensink  
25) Jessica Rose Hofer 
25) Nanette Hofer 
26)  Connie Hofer  
27)   Amanda Mettler 
    
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

7) Joyce and Steven Schnabel 
21)Carrol & Glenda Langeland 

 
 

 Thank you to the hundreds of 
volunteers who came together 
in January for MCC’s Great 
Winter Warm-up! Due to snow, 
some events were delayed by a 
week, but the totals are in and we 
collected more than 9500 comfort-
ers, that’s 3,000 more than our 
goal! From start to finish, each 
comforter is created with love and 
MCC always hears from comforter 
recipients that they can feel the love 
from the hands that created their 
new comforter. Everyone is wel-
come to join in making more com-
forters at the MCC Comforter Blitz 
in Yoder, Kansas, March 2-4 check 
out mcc.org/comforter-bliThe video 
can be downloaded from the MCC 
YouTube Channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BN41XKch6 Ko 

 for more information. 

Service Adventure is a gap year 
program for young adults ages 17
–20 that provides 10 ½ months of 

learning “on the field.” Take a 
break from the classroom, test out 

a vocation, experience self-
discovery, all while serving God 

and living in Christian community. 
Learn more at 

www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve.   

http://www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve
mailto:LaurenEH@MennoniteMission.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN41XKch6Ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN41XKch6Ko
http://www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve
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If you want to catch up to this big, busy, hard-hitting 

teddy bear, the best place to find him is on the football field.  

Xavier is in his junior year at SDSU majoring in Community/

Public Health. As a student-athlete on the Jackrabbit football 

team, he is #91 at defensive tackle, and his position group 

is nicknamed “The Chain Gang.”  He was very excited to 

have extra family attend his October 5th game:  Grandma, 

Grandpa, Uncle Todd, and cousins Josh and Lynelle.  This 

year has been extremely enjoyable for him as he moved off 

campus and lives in a very nice and spacious five-bedroom 

duplex with four of his teammates.  His address is 816 

Medary Ave. S, Brookings, SD, 57006.  His training schedule 

doesn’t allow for many visits home, so hearing from any of 

his church family would be a treat.   

 

 Get to Know 

Xavier Ward 

 

submitted by  

Paige Zachariasen 

as requested 
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SEPTEMBER MENNONITE DISASTER TRIPS 
(Submitted by DONOVAN FRIESEN) 

     I had the opportunity to go on two service trips with M.D.S.  The first trip was 
to Burke, SD, cleaning up a pasture with tornado debris.  There were 14 of us 
walking with the owner.  Even though our paths may never cross again, we had 
a special bond for the time we spent together. 
     The second trip was going to Sioux Falls to help with cleaning up tree branch-
es.  We stopped at numerous elderly people who could not have done the work 
themselves. 
     Please consider doing some service work, if able, when asked by our local 
committee. 
     At our September church board meeting I shared 8 blessings that we experi-
ence by serving others: 

 SERVING ALLOWS US TO DISCOVER AND DEVELOP OUR SPIR-
ITUAL GIFTS.  1 Corinthians 12 compares the church to a human body.  
Just like our bodies are made of many parts serving specific functions, 
the church is made up of people with different skills and abilities.  Alone 
these pieces aren’t very useful, but together we create something beauti-
ful. 

  SERVING ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE MIRACLES.  In John 2, 
Jesus was at a wedding and the couple was running out of wine for its 
guests.  He tells the servants to fill several big jars to the brim.  When 
they served the water to the guests, it was wine!  The guests never knew 
what happened; the servants were the ones who witnessed the miracle.  
The same is true for us when we serve. 

SERVING ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY AND PEACE 
THAT COMES FROM OBEDIENCE.  1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “Each of 
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms…so that in all things God 
may be praised through Jesus Christ.”  Serving is a form of worship, a 
way to express gratitude for what Jesus has done for us, and to share the 
love and grace we’ve been given. 

SERVING HELPS US TO BE MORE LIKE JESUS.  We shift our focus 
off of ourselves onto others through serving.  We begin to see others as 
Jesus sees them.  And we see Jesus IN others.  Matthew 25:40 

SERVING SURROUNDS US WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS WHO 
CAN HELP US FOLLOW JESUS.  When we’re working side by side 
with other people, a bond inevitably forms.  This was how God’s plan for 
how the church is supposed to work.  That’s why Hebrews 10:24-25 in-
structs us to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together…but encouraging one another.” Cont.  
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SERVING INCREASES OUR FAITH.  As we move out of our comfort 
zones, God increases our faith by revealing new potential – in ourselves 
and in His church.  When we see what He can do when His power is at 
work within us, we begin looking for the doors He’s opening rather than 
pushing our way through the ones He’s closed.  Ephesians 3:20 

SERVING ALLOWS US TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S PRESENCE IN 
NEW WAYS.  Encouragement and healing go hand in hand.  As we en-
courage others and they find healing, we’re encouraged.  It’s the reason 
so many people who go on mission trips say they came home feeling like 
they got more than they gave. 

SERVING IS GOOD FOR YOUR SOUL.  Studies have shown that vol-
unteering is so good for the mind and body that it can ease symptoms of 
stress and depression.  Tapping into our gifts and passions builds self-
confidence, energy, and strength.  Serving others can also be the best 
distraction from our own worries.  We make all sorts of rational explana-
tions for not serving: I don’t have time. I don’t know what I would do. I 
don’t have any special skills to contribute. 

2020 HMC Year Book 

     Additions and Corrections 

  Address correction: p. 33              Education Comm. p.10 

 Carol and Glenda Langeland                   Michelle Neuharth is the  

 29047  US. HWY 81                                          Elected member 

Menno SD 57045 

 

Library Comm.(11) should read: 

Joline Thomas (2021) Congregational Ministries 

Rebecca Hofer          Children’s Dept. 

Norman Hofer  (2020)  Elected Committee            Trustees (p.7) 

                                                                                        should read: 

Mentor Program (p.12) should read:         Lyndon Hofer (2022) 

Jaden Thomas…...John Clem 

Jada Koerner……..Amanda Mettler 

               (Do you have more? please let Kathy P. know) 



6 

Book Review  
 

"Terror, Faith and Relief:  

 The Famine in Russia and Our Trip Around the World" 
by David M. "D M" Hofer.  First published in German in 1924, translated and 

republished in English in 2019 by Katie Funk Wiebe. 

 About the author ... David M. Hofer was a boy of ten years when his parents 

decided to leave their village of Johannesruh, South Russia in 1879 and join the large 

migration of 240,000 German speaking Russians that migrated to North America 

from 1874 to 1879.  His family decided to homestead in Dakota Territory near what is 

today Bridgewater, South Dakota.  D. M. Hofer became a farmer, teacher, business-

man, Krimmer Mennonite Brethren minister and evangelist. His work took him and 

his wife Barbara to Chicago where they operated the Lincoln Avenue Mission and 

headquarters and publishing house for their KMB conference. 

 Russia suffered a revolution in 1917. The czar and  family were assassinated,  

the central government was overthrown.  The White Army and the Red Army were 

involved in a fierce battle for control of the country.  Prison  doors were open and 

many convicts were released.   Many times the battle lines came through the former 

German villages of South Russia, including Johannesruh and Hutterthal. 

 Because of the revolution fighting and release of outlaws, whole villages were 

destroyed. The armies and hoards of bandits roved the countryside, burning, destroy-

ing, killing, raping and stealing at will.  Whole villages, including some Mennonite vil-

lages were completely destroyed.  All livestock, grain and equipment was confiscated.  

No crops could be planted and a major famine spread over the land.   

 Letters were sent by Mennonites in Russia to their North America relatives 

who migrated forty years earlier requesting food and clothing.  They were starving 

and suffering.  A meeting was called in Chicago to unite the different Mennonite 

branches in an effort of relief.  Many of those meetings were held at the Lincoln Ave-

nue Mission and of course D. M. Hofer attended and hosted some of these meetings. 

 The American Mennonite Relief Association organization was the foundation 

for what is today called  Mennonite Central Committee.  The relief effort was 

massive. Food and money was collected from the North American churches, shipped 

across the Atlantic ocean, across the Mediterranean Sea, across the Black Sea to Se-

vastopol, Crimea and then by rail to the headquarters and warehouse at Halbstadt, 

Molotschna, Ukraine.                                                       (Cont. on next page)…. 
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In 1922-1923 D. M. and his wife Barbara were designated to supervise the warehouse 

and establish food kitchens.  At its peak, 10,000 meals were served each day. 

 D.M. describes the horrible conditions in the Russian Mennonite villages. Peo-

ple too weak to find fire wood to cook and heat their homes.  DM describes the villages 

of Johannesruh (his birth place) and nearby Hutterthal.  He met with some of those 

that chose not to migrate to America in the 1870's.  If our forefathers at Hutterthal, 

Freeman, SD. had decided not to migrate in the 1870's, we would have been recipients 

of relief food at Hutterthal, South Russia, rather than donors of relief food and cloth-

ing.      

 The last half of the book describes D. M's visit to the Holy Land, and his visit 

with KMB mission establishments in  India, Mongolia, China, Japan. 

     Review by Norman Hofer 

* Note: Norman will be doing a talk on this at 2020 Schmeckfest 

 

They call me her, 

They call her me. 

I’m use to it now, 

So I answer to  

her and me. 

Guess Who? 

Watch for next months 

Connection for the  

answer! 
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NEW YEARS BIRTHDAY 

Paul M. Waldner and Tillie Hofer Waldner started the New 

Year with a new daughter born on 1-1-1935.  They named 

her Ardella Ruth.  I ask Ardella if her name was a popular 

name then, as I don’t think I know anyone else named Ar-

della.  She said it was a name that was being used around 

the time she was born and she assumed it was a name her 

Mother must have liked, because she doesn’t have any rela-

tives by that name. Her middle name, Ruth, was selected 

because of an Aunt Ruth.  Ardella grew up 3 ½ miles west 

of Freeman, where Norman and Darlene Hofer live. Her 

siblings are Violet Terveen, Martin Paul (who died when 3 

days old), then Ardella, followed by Darlene Hofer and Sharon Waltner.  How special to 

have three sisters attending the same church.  Years ago, that may have been very com-

mon, but I think it is less likely now.  I don’t mind one bit if I stand to be corrected! 

     Ardella attended country school through eighth grade and then graduated from 

Freeman Academy in 1953.  Some of her classmates were Alice Glanzer Buller (a sister-

in-law to our Rosella Glanzer), Norma Jean Tschetter Parlier, Bernice Hofer Kjos, and 

Ruth Hofer Boehm. As a child/young person she played a lot of hide and seek, and Mo-

nopoly.  She also played Checkers, Dominoes, and Jacks. Gifts were not the norm on 

birthdays, but usually her Mom baked a cake.  She also had an Uncle George and Aunt 

Rebecca that lived nearby and were like a Grandpa and Grandma to her and her sib-

lings. Rebecca was a sister to Ardella’s Dad.  They came to their house every evening 

when they were finished with their chores.  Uncle George liked to bake and sometimes 

he would bake them a fancy cake. Ardella’s Dad died at the young age of 54 with 

Bright’s Disease, which would require dialysis in today’s world. 

     The Hutterdorf Church is the church Ardella attended growing up. Hutterdorf closed 

in 1961.  She joined Hutterthal after she got married to John D. Gross in June of 1953.  

They moved into his parents’ home, Paul D. and Anna Gross, making the second floor 

of the home their apartment. It was a difficult time for Ardella when John had a brain 

aneurism ten years after they were married.  The aneurism left him unable to speak 

and do his work.  He was disabled for 12 ½ years when the Lord took him home of an 

apparent heart attack.  “Johnny was a kind husband and hard working as long as his 

health allowed.  We both did the farm work so when he became ill, I was able to do 

most of the outside work,” says Ardella.  She continued farming and hired Johnny’s 

brother for the things she was unable to do.  After a few years she rented out her land.   

                                                                                                        (cont. on next page) 
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She then worked as a teacher’s aide at Wolfcreek Colony for 9 years.  After that 
she did sewing for 2 years at Raven Industries in Freeman.  When that closed, 
she had what I consider a very special treat!  Her Mother was a cook at the Salem 
Mennonite Home at that time and they needed another cook.  Ardella filled that 
position and was able to work alongside her Mother.  Not many of us get the op-
portunity to work with our Mother outside of our home, and I consider that spe-
cial.  Later Ardella became the Food Service Director. She worked at the Salem 
Home for 9 years.  When she had her second hip joint replaced, she could no 
longer be on her feet for 8 hours and had to retire.  However, she was able to 
make rugs at the Et Cetera Shoppe for 10 years and really enjoyed it.  Surgery for 
a new knee joint that was not successful ended her rug making. 
Johnny and Ardella had two sons – Jeffrey and Kevin.  Jeff is married to Nancy 

Carpenter and they have 4 children: Tim, Kristen, John and Matthew.  They live 

in Sioux Falls.  Jeff works at Sanford Hospital as Lead Electronics Technician, 

and Nancy teaches piano lessons in their home.  Kevin is married to Susan Zook 

and they live in Goshen, IN.  After working for Goshen College for 25 years, 

maintaining their computers, Kevin now makes Fractal pictures, scarves, calen-

dars, cards etc., attending art shows and selling his product.  Susan works full 

time at the church they attend. 

Ardella has accepted her afflictions over the years with grace and dignity, always 
giving God the glory for being in her life.  Many of us have benefitted from the 
prayers she has sent heavenward and continues to send.  Praying for others is a 
special gift Ardella puts into action.  Thank you!!  May you have a blessed 85th 
birthday……….                                                     submitted by  Brigitta Hofer 

“If you can trust a Puzzle 

 company to make sure  

every piece is in the box 

to complete the puzzle, 

why can’t you trust 

 GOD that every piece of 

your life is there for a reason” 
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Rev. Kenneth James Peterson was born December 1, 1942 in 
Colville, Washington to Theodore Valfried Peterson and Bernice 
White Peterson. He passed away at home in Newport News, Vir-
ginia on December 16, 2019. 
Ken was raised in Colville, Washington and was a proud of be-
ing an Eagle Scout. He joined the Army in 1960, serving as a 
chaplain’s assistant in Indianapolis, Indiana and Germany. In 
1963 he was honorably discharged. In 1968 Ken graduated from 
Northwest University in Kirkland, Washington. After graduation 
he worked at King’s Gardens and went on to graduate from Sem-
inary at Western Evangelical Seminary in Portland, Oregon with 
a Master of Divinity Degree in 1973. Ken was ordained into the 
Mennonite Church in 1973 by Dr. Nobel Sack. 
While serving as a summer assistant at First Mennonite Church in Aberdeen, Idaho he 
met his wife, Carol Kosanke. They were married in August 1973. Ken and Carol went 
on to serve as pastors of 9 churches over the course of 45 years: Menno Mennonite 
Church (Menno, WA) – 1973-1976; First Mennonite Church (Upland, CA) – 1976-
1986; Calvary Mennonite Church (Aurora, OR) – 1986-1989; Hutterthal Mennonite 
Church (Freeman, SD) – 1989-1999; Waldo Mennonite Church (Flanagan, IL) where 
he merged two congregations to form Prairie View Mennonite Church – 1999-2001; 
First Mennonite Church (Hillsboro, KS) – 2001-2003; Deer Creek Mennonite Church 
(Deer Creek, OK) – 2003-2004; Providence Mennonite Church (Newport News, VA) 
– 2004-2010; Ivy Farms Church of the Brethren (2010-2017). He served in many 
church conference positions including President of the Pacific District Conference 
1986-1989. In 2107 Ken retired from full time ministry. 
With a beautiful singing voice Ken loved to share his gift of music with others. 
Throughout his ministry he would do “Sermons-In-Song,” often accompanied by his 
daughter, Elizabeth. Ken was an avid reader and collected about 3,000 books of all 
types. He particularly loved reading Bible commentaries.  
He loved meeting people wherever he would go. He and his family loved vacations 
and seeing the United States. In 2018 he was able to go on a family trip of a lifetime to 
Europe. 
Ken is survived by his wife, Carol and two daughters, Elizabeth (Jeff) Trayner of Tra-
cy, California, and Angenette Hatheway, of Conroe, Texas. He is also survived by two 
grandchildren Tiffany (Joe) Galbraith of Whitefish, Montana and Nick Hatheway, of 
Kansas, a sister, Beverly Leinweber of Willingboro, New Jersey, and a brother, Larry 
Peterson of Long Beach, California and numerous nieces and nephews. He was pro-
ceeded in death by his parents, a sister Barbara Pazer, and two brother-in-laws, Ken 
Leinweber and Harry Pazer. 
Memorial Service was held December 28, 2019 at Williamsburg Mennonite Church at 
1 p.m. 
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Transitional Steering Team 

L to R; Charlene Friesen, 
Pastor Jack Scandrett,  
Monica Clem, Les Rensink, 
Amanda Mettler,  
Brandon Waltner  
Cole Hofer  
Also  Joann Stahl pictured 
below. 
 

 

Following the Worship Ser-
vice on November 10, 2019, the congregation gathered in the Fellowship 
Hall for the presentation of a Congregational Relationships Document pre-
pared by the Transitional Steering Team.  The TST team developed a docu-
ment outlining Christ-centered ways of relating with one another in order 
to have a healthier congregation. During the four Sunday’s of January the 
worship services will be held in the Fellowship Hall, from 9:45 to approxi-
mately 10:30 and after that time further discussion will be held regarding 
the Congregational Relationship Document. 

 

 

The TST meetings at Hutter-
thal began on 1-5-2020 and 
concluded on 2-2-2020. Pic-
tured is Joann Stahl, a mem-
ber of the TST team, and the 
participants at her table. 
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SD MCC Relief Sale 
July 13, 2019 

Financial Report 

  SD MCC    

 

Income Toward Budget     

   Church Donations  
$10,261.1

4   

   Individual Donations  $100.00   

   Ind. Donations: Mozambique  $200.00   

   Business Donations  $301.13   

   Interest  $24.83   

      Total Income Toward Budget   $10,887.10 

     

Sale Income     

   Blessing Bid: Mozambique  
$15,400.0

0   

   Blessing Bid: SALT  $2,200.00   

   Blessing Bid: MyCC: Food  $625.00   

   Blessing Bid: general  $75.00   

   Other Donations  $1,057.03   

   MyCC: Food: Goat Project  $2,005.38   

   Musical Extravaganza  $2,319.00   

   Auction  $7,796.76   

   Food Court  $6,521.57   

   All Other Booths  $5,034.42   

   Bike Ride/Race  $474.00   

      Total Sale Income    $43,508.16 

     

Total Receipts    $54,395.26 

     

EXPENSES 

   Rent  $1,370.00   

   Promotion  $860.33   

   Food and Supplies  $117.27   
   Printed Materials  $272.00   

      Total Expenses    $2,619.60 

     
Net Proceeds    $51,775.66 
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      Moses Glanzer 
The RUG MAKER is going to be 94 on December 27, 2019!  In 15 years of 
time he has weaved over 5000 rugs for the Et Cetera Shoppe!  Before learning 
to weave he cut the strips for the rugs. Of course, I am talking about none other 
than Moses Glanzer.  Over the years he has volunteered in many different areas, 
serving with MDS for five days after the Rapid City Flood in 1972, fruit drying 
in Reedley, CA, volunteering in other areas of the Et Cetera Shoppe, helping 
with sauerkraut at Schmeckfest, hosting at Heritage Hall Museum, serving as 
chairman of Wellspring when it started,  and up until his move to Salem Home/
Oakview Terrace he never missed a year at the MCC Meat Canner!  In 1945 he 
chose to do alternative service rather than serve in the military, which took him 
to Civilian Public Service camp in Terry, MT for 6 months where he fixed fences 
and worked with irrigation.  He was then transferred to the NJ State Psychiatric 
Hospital, where he did patient care, assisted with shock treatments, and worked 
the night shift on the TB ward. 
     His parents were Theresa (Kleinsasser) and Joseph P. Glanzer.  He was born 
at home without a doctor, two miles west of Silver Lake.  Nine children were 
born to Theresa and Joe, and they had an adopted son, Peter Gross, who lived 
with them for seven years.  His siblings were/are, beginning with the eldest,  
Paul,( who had three wives Lola, Isabel, and Eva), Elma (Joe E. Hofer), Mary 
Ruth (Joe T.) Hofman, Moses (Reva), Aaron (Marcella), Miriam (Don) Hamm, 
Clarence (Shirley), Ray (Lorraine), and Clara Martha (Cordell) Graber.  Moses 
and Clara Martha are the only siblings still living.  Also surviving are Eva, Mar-
cella, Lorraine (Mrs. Marlowe Deckert) and Cordell.  It was indeed a large fami-
ly to raise, and Moses shared, “Dad said many times that he would have lost the 
farm if it hadn’t been for the fur business.” During the 30’s his Dad started a fur 
business; buying and skinning mink, skunks, racoons, weasels, beavers, and 
foxes. During his younger days Moses kept busy herding cattle on the roads 
with a pony, feeding hogs, picking up corn cobs for the cook stove, and cultivat-
ing with horses. He attended a country school ½ mile from home, and Freeman 
Academy for 2 ½ years, but then left because he was needed at home.  
     Moses married Reva Leder in 1950. They started farming in the Salem area 
for 2 years and then moved west of Canistota and farmed there for 45 years.  
They milked cows, raised chickens (1500) and hogs, and later cattle.  They loved 
to volunteer, travel, and fish. Reva passed away in October of 2004. Four chil-
dren were born to them.  LuAnn (Sioux Falls) worked at Berry Plastics and did 
home health care; Dorothy (Bloomington, IN) died in 2014, and her husband 
Greg passed away in September of 2019.  Dorothy was a nurse and Greg was a 
carpenter.  Nancy (Lincoln, NE), is married to Jeff Fischer, who was in broad-
casting/voice work, and Nancy was a teacher.            (Continued on next page) 
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Mark is the only one of their children who has not retired, and he is married 
to Margaret. They live by Canistota and have their own business, Glanzer 
Plumbing. They have two adult children, and 3 grandchildren.   
     At Hutterthal Moses was a Sunday School teacher for the men’s class, a 
deacon for 20 plus years and chairman of the building committee when the 
educational wing was built. For many years he delivered the church bulletin to 
our residents at Salem Mennonite Home and Oakview and says, “Now friends 
deliver the bulletin to me.”  Moses is a resident at Oakview Terrace in Free-
man and perhaps you would take a moment to send him a birthday card at 
510 E 8th St. Oakview Terrace.   He would certainly appreciate it!   
     I have fond memories of Moses and his good friend, LeRoy Hofer, coming 
to church together and then enjoying dinner together later.  Moses said, “I 
love my church, family, and friends.  Most of all, I love Jesus.”   
     We love you, Moses, and thank you for the wonderful Christian example 
you have been to many of us over the years.   Thank you, Moses, and daughter 
Nancy, for helping me compile this feature. 
  
                                                                 Submitted by Brigitta Hofer 
 
Footnote:  January 2020 -  Even though this article on Moses was printed af-
ter his birthday had passed, I know he would still enjoy hearing from you.  
The card I sent him was recently returned because part of the address was in-
correct.  Do not use the address in the 2019 yearbook.  510 E 8th St. Oakview 
Terrace is the correct one to use.  He is now receiving a VERY belated birthday 
card from me!  BCH 
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Books Reviews 

Courage to Fly by Charlotte Hofer is a delightful read with short chapters 
filled with practical insight, as well as true stories and quotes. What are 
some of the ‘keys’ to a successful life? What are the things successful peo-
ple do to ‘make it?’ This book guides us from challenges to those princi-
ples, many from the Bible.  It is promoted as a book for entrepreneurs but 
is certainly inspiring and encouraging to all.     

                                                                               Submitted by Steve Friesen 

——————————————————————————————————————-

NO MORE faking fine:  Ending the Pretending 

                                                   By Esther Fleece       
 
“Hi.  How are you?” 
“Fine. You?” 
“Fine.” 
     We treat this exchange as a greeting, not an inquiry into the well-being of 
our conversation partner.  No one wants to admit to a casual acquaintance 
that they are, in fact, NOT fine.  And we don’t really expect an answer other 
than “fine” or maybe “busy” or “swamped”. 
This serves to keep us all at arms-length and keeps our relationships very 
much on the surface.  We don’t have to be real if we can fake “fine”. 
Esther Fleece gives permission in her book “No More Faking Fine”, to be-
come more real by engaging in the Biblical practice of lament.  When we la-
ment, we simply express honest emotions to God.  (p. 33)  There is no “fake it 
‘til you make it” with God.  By faking “fine”, we actually cut ourselves off from 
seeking and receiving help.  Merely coping is a cheap substitute for actual 
healing.  (p. 48)  We can’t leap-frog over our pain to being healed and whole 
without going through the process of lamenting.  Laments don’t need to be 
carefully crafted prayers.  Lament is the language that God has given us to use 
when we are hurting.  (p. 76)  Lament is being honest and real with God and a 
few trusted individuals who will sit with us in our pain and will support us 
through it.  One of the greatest gifts we can give another person is the minis-
try of presence.  (p. 188) 
If you are ready to embark on a more authentic life, if you are ready to be tru-
ly “fine”, check out this book and see what God has in store for you.  May you 
come through the pain to be truly “fine”.    Submitted by Monica Clem 



16 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Suzanne Koerner, Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schock 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

