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Hutterthal Happenings 

Calendar of  Events 

March 4 6:15pm; Prayer Meeting @ HMC 

March 10 1:30pm; Prayer Shawl Ministries  

March 11 6:15pm; Prayer Meeting @ HMC 

March 11 Deacon’s Meeting 7:00pm 

March 18 6:15; Prayer Meeting @ HMC 

March 18 HMC Board Meeting 7:00pm 

March 25 6:15; Prayer Meeting @ HMC 

March 25 Connection News due 

Attendance and Offering for February 

   DATE              Attendance         Giving 

Feb.  2                     62                     $3,806.10 

Feb. 9                  67                   $1,418.00 

Feb 16                 73                   $1,776.00 

Feb.23                74                   $1,675.00 

February Projects 

Congregational  

Ministries:  

Soap & Hygiene Kits 

Children’s S.S.  

School Kits 
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March Birthdays 
1) Denise Friesen 
4) Vernon P. Hofer    
4) Shirley Hofer  
6) Donovan Friesen  
7) Kevin Pullman  
10) Mildred Hofer  
11)  Charlene Friesen  
12) Rina Hofer  
13)  Eric Friesen  
13) Todd Koerner 
16) Savanna Timmerman 
20) Cole Hofer 
24) Isabel Waltner 
24)  Bonita Hofer  
26) Jaden Thomas 
27)  Vernon J. Hofer  
31) Jordyn Hofer 
 
 
 
March  Anniversaries 

 

3) Brandy Hofer & Sergio Lima 
23)  Melvin & Emma Hofer 
25) Delmer & Shirley Hofer 
 
 
 

 THE RUG MAKER - Moses Glanzer, 
who was featured in the last edition 
of the Connection. 

As shown in the Feb. edition of the Connection. Pictured here are Marcella 

and Rosella Glanzer. The family is not 100 percent sure, but fairly certain 

that Marcella is on the left side, and that Rosella is the on the right 

side.   Read the rest of their story on page 7 .   
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  HMC Trustees: 

left to right;  

Lyndon Hofer 
Donovan Friesen 
  (head trustee 2020) 
Paul  Jr. Hofer 
 

According to our 
church yearbook, “the 
trustees shall super-
vise and manage the 
financial and material 
affairs of the church.”  

This past year we sold the church parsonage and moved the church 
office to the Et Cetera Shoppe.  We put new ceiling tiles in the lower 
foyer and the hall of the educational wing.  We check the sump 
pumps on a regular basis and filled in rodent holes at the cemetery.  
With lots of help from Chad Hofer we installed a better sound sys-
tem in the basement. 

When needed, we removed the snow from the parking lot and side-
walk.  We also canceled church when we felt the weather was not 
suitable. 

We enjoy working together to complete our duties as trustees.  

                                                   Submitted by Paul Hofer Jr. 

Hutterthal is still needing a  

person to volunteer for the posi-

tion of Adult Supt. Assistant. This 

person will be the Assit. to  the 

Adult Supt. Barbie Hofer, and will 

become Adult Supt. in fall.   
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My college Experience so far… 

by Jaden Thomas as requested 

 My time at Lake Area Tech studying Precision Ag has been very good, 

and interesting. So far all of my studies have been engaging, and have learned a 

lot from them to boost my knowledge in Agriculture. Some of the classes I am 

taking are Crop Science, Soil Science, and Commodities and future markets. In 

each of these class we go into depth on how the corn plant works, and how our 

soil functions. My studies in Precision Ag will help farmers know what they 

need to add to their fields to increase yields in their crops. I am kept pretty busy 

at school, but in my spare time I work at a local dairy doing various projects like 

chopping silage, pumping manure, and working with the cows. Any other time 

you can find me on one of the many lakes near Watertown fishing.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jaden was the  
recipient of the  
Senior Showmanship 
Award at the SD  
State Fair and is pic-
tured with one of his 
Hampshire sheep. 
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  Before amen by Max Lucado 

Typical of Max Lucado’s many easy-reading books, Before 
Amen offers encouragement and inspiration that will 
deepen our relationship with God. Many of us long for a 
more vibrant and meaningful prayer life. Max says the an-
swer is not complex or difficult but rather simple. A Sim-
ple Prayer. He offers us that simple Biblical prayer. And 
nothing is more powerful than prayer. This book will help 
answer our heart’s plea ‘Lord, teach us how to pray.” Luke 
11:1. Jesus disciples had one request for him ‘Master, 
teach us how to pray’ and Jesus gave them this prayer to 
pray. submitted by Charlene Friesen 

Vacation Bible School News 

This Memorial Day, join us at HMC 
station as we board the Rocky Rail-
way.  As we ride the rails we'll learn 
how "Jesus' Power Pulls Us 
Through." 

Passengers can book their tickets 
at vbspro.events/p/hmcvbs2020. 

 

HMC Rocky Railway is looking for Engineers (crew leaders) and station 
hands (behind the scenes help to prepare).  

Please check the Rocky Railway display in the foyer for specifics on requested 
donations. If you are interested in helping full-fill a particular need, please 
take the specific luggage tag and return it with the requested item. Sign-up 
sheets are also available near the display.  

https://vbspro.events/p/hmcvbs2020
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THE HOFER’S – DELMER AND SHIRLEY 

NOTE;  Delmer and Shirley will soon be celebrating 
their 64th wedding anniversary.  When I chose to do 
this article, I realized I know very little of their back-
ground experience.  They were being modest and I 
needed to do some encouraging to get all the infor-
mation I wanted!  I told them inquiring minds want to 
know and I am one of those inquiring minds.  I want-
ed to know more about their educational experiences, 
Shirley’s beautiful calligraphy and what a professional 
fisherman does!  We are certainly glad that you chose 
to return to the Freeman area and Hutterthal.  Thank 
you for the many gifts and talents you shared with us 
over the years. We hope you are enjoying retirement, 
although I know you are still very busy people! Thank 
you for the interview…submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

     Delmer Hofer and Shirley Preheim met when Delmer was a sophomore and 
Shirley was a freshman at Freeman Academy. They dated throughout high school and 
Delmer’s first year of college. He then began his IW service in Lincoln, NE and the 
friendship continued with weekly letters. But when postage went up from 4 to 5 cents 
Delmer felt he couldn’t afford the stamps so he proposed marriage.  
     Their wedding was on Sunday, March 25, 1956 in the Salem Mennonite (South) 
Church. There had been a blizzard the first three Sundays in March but on the fourth 
Sunday, their wedding day, it was beautiful with the temperature reaching 72 de-
grees. Wedding colors were aqua and pink. Shirley’s sister Pat was the maid of honor 
and Delmer’s brother Harvey was the best man. Other attendants were Arlyss Brock-
mueller, Delmer’s sister, and Norman Hofer. The wedding reception was held in Pio-
neer Hall with the traditional Hutterite meal consisting of stewed beef, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, corn, sauerkraut, wedding cake, and ice cream. A lighthearted pro-
gram was held after the meal and a lunch of grapes and peanuts followed. 
      After Delmer completed his IW service he went back to college. He attended 
Freeman Junior College and Sioux Falls University where he earned a Bachelor’s De-
gree. While Delmer was teaching, he completed a masters and doctorate degree in 
school administration from the University of South Dakota.  
      Delmer’s teaching career began in a one-room country school in Turner County, 
then was a junior high science and math teacher for 14 years in Marion, SD. After 
that he was employed for six years in the USD School Administration Department 
where he taught college graduate classes. The last 20 years of his career he served as 
superintendent at Avon, SD and Laurens, IA.                        (Continued on next page) 
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       Shirley earned a bachelor’s degree in music and psychology from Mount Marty 
University and also studied calligraphy there. After college she had the opportunity to 
study privately with Sister Leonardo Longen, who was internationally known for her 
expertise in calligraphy.  Shirley taught calligraphy classes, and gave piano and organ 
lessons for many years.  
      Delmer and Shirley have two children. Brent, their older child, is the manager of 
the Bomgar’s store in Jefferson, Iowa. He and his wife, Nancy, have four children. 
Katie is an assistant manager at Wal-Mart at Coralville, Iowa. Their twins, Alex is a 
lawyer in Dubuque, Iowa and Scott is a professor at St. Francis College in New York. 
Scott is married to Dahye Lee from South Korea who is a chemical engineer and she 
is employed at a pharmaceutical company in New Jersey. Emily is a senior in Jeffer-
son High School. She plans to go to Iowa State University next year to study music. 
      Their daughter, Charlotte and her husband Ted Takasaki live in Sioux Falls.  
Charlotte is a financial advisor. Ted is an engineer but ten years ago he sold his com-
pany and is now a professional fisherman. Along with fishing, he gives seminars and 
serves as a fishing guide. Charlotte’s daughter, Shannon is a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota majoring in English. 
      Delmer and Shirley retired in 1998 and moved back to Freeman. Through the 
years they have enjoyed traveling, participating in voluntary service opportunities, 
Lions, and the Peace and Justice organization. A highlight for Delmer was when he 
was chosen to be Lions District Governor. He and Shirley developed friendships with 
Lions from different parts of the world. Their faith in God, and their family and 
friends bring much joy to their lives.               

 

Your diet is not only what you eat. 

It is what you watch, what you listen to, what you read, 

and the people you hang around. 

 

Be mindful of the things you put into your body 

emotionally, spiritually and physically 
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On Sunday, February 23, Shirley Knodel and 

Vernetta Waltner presented a Moment in Mis-

sion for the Salem Mennonite Home.   

Waltner, the new development director, de-

tailed the history of the Mennonite Home’s 

founding.  Persons from fifteen area congrega-

tions worked together over five years to do the 

planning and fundraising for the new facility.  She read the names of several Hutter-

thal members who were actively involved in the process. 

Knodel reported on the developments around the new building project that 

will move the Home to a new site.  While groundbreaking has been delayed, fund-

raising has been encouraging with $750,000 raised in gifts or pledges.  She also re-

ported on conversations to with Freeman Regional Health Service and Avera Health 

to form a working relationship.  Such a partnership would help the Home to control 

costs easier than as a independent facility.  Those talks are ongoing.  Salem Mennon-

ite Home is committed to retaining its Christian environment and atmosphere as 

stated in its mission statement.  This coincides with Avera’s mission statement mak-

ing the health chain a suitable partner. 

The Salem Mennonite board is committed to build.  Knodel brought a picture 
display for coffee time, which showed the layout and projected view of the rooms and 
residences.             submitted by Dennis and Marcia Schrock 

 
 

A Moment in Mission 

 Pictured on the right visiting during 

coffee time is Vernetta Waltner and   

Lavonne Tschetter visiting during social 

and coffee time. 
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ROSELLA AND MARCELLA 

I have fond memories of Rosella Glanzer 

and Marcella Glanzer leading the singing, 

with their lovely voices, during the open-

ing exercises with the children in the pri-

mary department for many years, when 

our children were at the primary age. They 

were always well prepared, having the 

songs written out on large posters, and al-

ways had fun actions to accompany the 

songs.  These special ladies, twins at that, will be 87 on June 2nd. And in case 

you are wondering, Marcella arrived first, making her the older of the two. I 

ask the question, “Did people fuss over you because you were twins?”  They 

replied that, “people said our Mother always had us dressed so nice and we 

looked so cute.”  With the exception of most of their classmates, no one could 

ever tell them apart.  One of their teachers, Luella Burroughs, said years later 

that even though they were very special to her she could never tell them apart 

and still can’t!  In country school, Taylor # 7, their classmates were Joan and 

LaVetta Heitzman, and at Bridgewater High School, some of their classmates 

were Roger Decker, Verona Hofer and Mary Lou Harder.  One thing they did 

not like was that their Mother sewed almost all of their clothes and made them 

dress alike until they were out of high school!! 

     Rosella and Marcella grew up on a farm southwest of Bridgewater, and 
their parents were William P. & Katy (Pullman) Gross.  I inquired as to wheth-
er or not people made comments about their all-girl family.  They said at one 
point they had 2 brothers, one died at 2 months of age and the other at 2 years 
of age.  .  When their oldest sister, Mary, was married to Mike Glanzer, the 
twins were four years old and were flower girls at the wedding.  Next in line 
was Anna, married to Jake Hofer, (they were members of Hutterthal), and 
then Katy (Jacob) Glanzer, Jessie, followed by Marcella and Rosella.  They 
grew up in the Neu Hutterthal Church.  As youngsters they enjoyed climbing 
on the roofs of buildings and the windmill!  They loved their cats and played 
with them and held them until they fell asleep, and then placed them in their 
doll cradles where they slept for hours.                                 (Cont. on next page) 
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They also enjoyed singing with their sisters and playing the accordion.  Ro-

sella and Marcella had the same interests and did everything together – even 

double dating! 

     Marcella married Aaron Glanzer On May 2, 1954, and they farmed near 

Salem, SD and retired in Freeman. Their daughter, Deb, is married to John 

Buck, and their son Joshua, (Marcella’s grandson), recently was married to 

Caycee.  Marcella and Aaron also have a son, Ron. Highlights in Marcella’s 

life have been traveling with Cenex, enjoying farm life with Aaron, and 

camping. Volunteering at the Et Cetera Shoppe for many years has been a 

rewarding experience for her. They were married 64 years when Aaron 

passed away.  Both sisters said their families are their pride and joy! 

     Rosella married Melvin Glanzer on April 17, 1955, and they farmed near 

Spencer, SD, 8 miles from Marcella and Aaron, until they too retired in Free-

man, living right across the street from sister Anna and her husband Jake.   

Anna, Marcella, and Rosella joined Hutterthal Church when they were mar-

ried. Highlights for Rosella have been getting married to Melvin, having a 

daughter (their daughter, Linda, is married to Dennis Schrag), and celebrat-

ing their 50th wedding anniversary.  She went on family vacations to Indiana, 

Alabama, and Mackinac Island, MI, where they only travel by horse and bug-

gy, bicycle, and on foot. She enjoyed working at the Salem Mennonite Home 

for almost 25 years, alongside her sister Jessie, and still treasures the won-

derful friendships she made there.  

     Rosella and Marcella sang in a trio with their dear friend Sarah (Mrs. 

LeRoy) Hofer, for many years.  They were asked to sing at MANY funerals, 

and at Hutterthal’s church services, as well as others.  They enjoyed many 

practices, which included lots of food and visiting.  They were both involved 

in many other musical groups in church, as well as teaching Sunday School 

and being active in the Women in Mission group, particularly the kitchen 

committee. 

**Thank you for your many years of service to Hutterthal.  They have not 
gone unnoticed.  Marcella lives in Freeman and still attends Hutterthal regu-
larly.  Rosella also lives in Freeman and is a resident at Oakview Terrace. I 
hope you have a party to celebrate your birthday! And many thanks to Ro-
sella’s daughter, Linda, for helping me with this article.  
                                                                                     submitted  by Brigitta Hofer 
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January Transitional Steering Team Sundays 

January Sundays found Hutterthal gathering in the basement for worship. 
One of the charges of the Transitional Steering Team was charged to 
“develop a document outlining Christ-centered ways of relating with one an-
other in order to have a healthier congregation.” This relational document 
was shared with HMC in November. In order to deepen the discussion and 
consideration of the topics in this Relational Document, Pastor Jack and the 
Transitional Steering Team shared on four specific topics noted in the Rela-
tional Document during these Sundays in January. Attendees were encour-
aged to apply and discuss these topics through small group discussions 
around tables during the Sunday School hour. Members of the Salem Zion 
and Salem Mennonite church were generous and provided the children’s 
Sunday School allowing all adults in attendance to participate in the base-
ment discussions. 

The topics shared during the sermons and discussed in the small groups 
were:  
• “In Christ” (our identity in Christ), 
• “Communication, More than Words,” 
• “Difficult Conversations,” and 
           “The Homing Instinct” (emotions and our relationship with God). 
 
While experiences varied, many positive comments were shared about the 
opportunity to share in small groups with those with whom conversation 
may not often occur. On behalf of the Transitional Steering Team, it is the 
hope that these the Relational Document, these messages, and the discus-
sions shared around the tables will deepen our commitment to a renewed 
way of relating in order to bet-
ter respect and care for one an-
other. 

Submitted by Amanda Mettler 

 

* Pictured on the right is a    
photo taken at the soup meal 
on February 2, at the last  Tran-
sitional Steering Team meeting. 
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Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Suzanne Koerner, Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schock 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

2020 HMC Year Book    

 

  Additions and Corrections   

 

 Pastor Jack E-mail (page 36) should read: 

                                                                      jackscandrett4@gmail.com  

 

               (Do you have more? please let Kathy P. know) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church family,  Thank you for helping our brother, 

Randy by driving to Sioux Falls for treatments, and 

also the gift of money.  Our church family from our 

youth is still as loving as it was then. 

Pat Glanzer Falk, Brenda Glanzer Lilliston  

                           and Randy Glanzer 

 
(note the money that was given was from the Cookie walk and  

Congregational Ministries December Project) 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

