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Connection! 
Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

 

In the following months each publication of the Connection, will have an 

article from Norman Hofer about the 100 year history of Mennonite  

Central Committee. Look for it in this publication on page 10. 
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Anniversary's  

May 

 3)  Shawn & Heather Hofer 
25)  LeRoy & Kathy Pullman 
25)  Luke & Emily Rensink 
27)  Nicole & Larry Timmerman 
27)  Lyndon & Barbie Hofer 
30)  Todd & Suzanne Koerner 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 
1) Riley Tschetter 
2)  Marlyn Friesen  
2) Kathryn Friesen 
7)  Norma Hofer 
7) Alecksi Gomez-Hofer  
10) Samuel Friesen 
10) Cindy Kleinsasser 
18) Janeen Ogden 
20) Jaime Tschetter 
20)  Larry Tschetter  
23) Dennis Hofer 
24)  LeRoy Pullman 
26)  Michelle Neuharth  
27) Charlotte Hofer Takasaki 
28) Melissa Hofer 
30) Laura Hofer 

May Projects 

Congregational   Ministries:  

Infant Care Kits for MCC 

Contact Sharon Waltner; she has some 

kits already made for $25/kit.  If you 

want to do your own, feel free to do 

that whenever and bring them to 

church. 

Children’s S.S.       School Kits 

 

Income for 

April 

The total income for 

April is $7,714.75, 

which includes 

$650 for the new 

hymnals  

We thank you, O Lord, for May birthdays.  
We thank you for spring.  For warm breezes 
and daffodils, for melting snow and greening 
grass, for loving Mother’s, for baseball caps 
and fathers and sons flying kites, for bike 
rides and rhubarb pie.  For geraniums and 
lilac bushes.  In the midst of our spring, we 
thank you for the Easter resurrection story, 
the capstone of God’s completed plan for our 
salvation.  Amen 
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CHURCH BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 

The following board members were 
asked to give a brief description of 
their specific position. 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT. – Lead Education Committee meetings, 
check Sunday School ballot is ready, report monthly to Church Board, decorate 
sanctuary at Christmas with the Worship Committee and Deacons, order and 
distribute Sunday School material - Barbie Hofer 

SECRETARY – The duties and responsibilities of the church secretary in-
clude taking minutes of the monthly church board meetings and any other spe-
cial meetings that are held.  The minutes are then submitted for approval. – 
Joline Thomas 

TREASURER – As treasurer, it’s my responsibility to handle the money that 
comes in, pay all the bills, and manage the various church accounts.  Each 
month I also prepare a financial report for the Church Board to review, and at 
the start of the year I give everyone a record of their giving for the previous 
year. I do a few other things, but these are my primary responsibilities. 
 – John Clem 
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MILDRED HOFER – Easter for me is the most emotional time of 
the year, while Christmas is mostly all happiness.  At Easter we 
are reminded of Jesus’ suffering, and His last time with His disci-
ples at Passover.  There is also Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, 
and each disciple struggling with what is taking place.  There is 
Christ praying in the Garden while struggling to follow His Fa-
thers’ will, His crucifixion and death, His blood shed for us so we 
can have salvation.  There is His triumphant resurrection, when 
he conquers death for us all.  All of our emotions, including a 
thankful heart, are called upon to celebrate Easter! 
Besides family reunions, I remember Easter Monday being cele-

brated with all the Mennonite churches in the area, about 9 or 10, by gathering together in 
the old gym on the Academy Campus.  It was an all-day celebration with every church rep-
resented bringing a musical number, which gave us a variety of music; duets, quartets, 
choirs etc.  I always enjoyed them all!  I think there was a guest speaker too, with services 
both forenoon and afternoon.  It was all the music that made the day so special for me. 

           Memories of  

CATHY SCANDRETT – I’m so glad that Jesus is alive and 
that I serve a living Savior.  Family traditions which I had 
growing up included watching the New York City Easter 
Parade where ladies wore their Easter Bonnet with “all 
their frills upon it.” I remember wearing white gloves 
with a new Spring dress.  Getting up early for sunrise ser-
vice was exciting, but a struggle.  The beautiful birdsong 
seemed loud because the world wasn’t fully awake yet.  
Children and grandchildren traditions include attending 
church together as a family, welcoming Spring with East-
er eggs, dyed bright pastel colors with artistic touches.  
My mother hollowed out eggs and created a nature scene 

with ducklings in the grass.  My father might have a fluffle of newborn bunnies to sell.  
The Passion and Easter music have always been important to me in the Lenten grief, 
and then the celebration of our Lord’s victory over sin and death.  “Christ the Lord is 
Risen Today,” “Alleluia,” “The Holy City-Jerusalem,” “Handel’s Messiah.” Practicing sac-
rificial giving of time and devotion highlights this season for me.  This year, 2020, we 
are called to forsake fellowship face to face, which is a small part in striving for the well-
being of family, friends, community, country and everybody on the planet.  We are in 
this globally together. “Let there be Peace on Earth” and let’s “Light a Candle for Peace.” 
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  JOANN STAHL -  As I think about Easter when I was a child, much 
emphasis was placed on Jesus dying on the cross to save us from 
our sin.  Good Friday was a time to remember the suffering of 
Jesus.  The Bethany Church planned a service to which they invit-
ed all the area churches to participate and meditate on the 
“Seven Last Words of Christ.”  Each church was given a time in 
which their pastor would give a meditation and their church 
choir or some other musical group would sing.  There would be 
an intermission for a few minutes during which people could 
leave or stay and others would come. This would continue until 
all “Seven Words” would be completed. 

Easter Sunday morning our church choir would sing and in the 
evening the choir would give an Easter Cantata.  Just a word 
about Lent.  I don’t remember knowing anything about Lent until 

I was married and lived north of Bridgewater among Catholics.  I never thought about 
Ash Wednesday until my children came home from school and said that all of the Catho-
lics had ashes on their foreheads.   

When my children were in the Youth Group, they had Easter sunrise services.  They came 
home from church about the time we woke up.  Times have changed.  Many churches no 
longer have choirs.  Youth groups no longer have sunrise services, but the message of 
Easter is the same, Christ is Risen!! 

 

LaVonne Tschetter—These are some of the things I remember 
about Easter:  When I was young we had an Easter Program at 
church which was just like what we have at Christmas time.  
On Easter Sunday we always went to church and then to Mom 
and Dad's house for dinner.  My family always asked me to 
bring deviled eggs and they still do to this day.  I don't have a 
recipe I just make them.   
One eventful Easter was when Darnell was going to Easter Sun-
rise Service put on by the youth and he rolled his car onto its 
top.  He was not hurt but the car was.   
We always colored eggs.  I still did that up until just a few years 
ago.   
When the great grandchildren came along we had Easter egg 

hunts (even with the adults).  The eggs had candy and money in them.  We always had a 
big 'golden egg' that was very hard to find.  It was fun to watch. 
                                                                                                                         (Continued on next page) 
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Paige Zachariasen-Easter memories.  For as 
long as I can remember, Easter has been a delight-
ful and meaningful holiday. I am forever grateful 
to my parents for raising me in the Christian faith 
and never letting any of the secular traditions 
overshadow the true meaning of this blessed time 
of year.  However, I cannot ignore the childhood 
anticipation of hopping excitedly out of bed on 
Easter Sunday morning and hunting for that hid-
den Easter basket of goodies. (a favorite tradition 

for my own kids, too) After all, it was one of the very few times of the year we 
could have candy for breakfast!!  Then it would be time to dress up in my new, 
fancy dress and take extra time primping for the special church service.  The 
music during Easter service has always been something to look forward to; I 
was especially fond of the Easter cantata performances and in more recent 
years, playing piano/organ duets with Shirley Hofer.  The youth group sunrise 
services and breakfasts were also a highlight.  For me, Easter has always been a 
special family and church time with the promises of springtime and salvation 
all rolled into a colorful, magical, and deeply meaningful season.   

 
Twyla Hofer– In the early 1960’s HMC always held a 
somber Good Friday church service. I don’t recall when 
that changed to Holy Week services, Maundy Thursday 
services including communion).  
     When our children were young we would color eggs. 
We tried to teach them about the Trinity using the 
three parts of the egg: shell, white & yolk to illustrate 
the 3 in 1. Also that the egg carries the promise of new 
life–how we can have new life with Christ. When Colin 
was a preschooler he was very disappointed to discover 
the brightly colored egg he selected was very ordinary 
when he removed the shell!  

      Easter marks the change of seasons.  
     Easter Sunday supper was at Vernon’s parents home where Grandma always 
had a wonderful meal prepared. After clean up Grandma handed out the Easter 
baskets to the kids and set out pop for all to enjoy through out the evening. 
  And now 35 years ago, family gatherings are divided out between Jenny’s fam-
ily and ours, with everyone helping with the meal.  Every Easter Monica brings 
Easter Bread, a treat she learned from her mother-in-law in the mid 1980’s 
                  John 3:16 The Lord is risen in deed! We serve a Risen Savior. 
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National Geographic Face to Face with Cheetahs  
by Chris Johns with Elizabeth Carney 

 
Since cheetahs are my favorite animals, I really liked this book. I liked that it 
talked about their cubs because baby cubs are so cute.  The pictures were 
good. I liked that the book was someone’s life and that the photographer was 
seeing cheetahs in real life. One fact that I learned was that cheetahs will hunt 
in the water if they have to. This surprised me because I thought cheetahs did-
n’t like water.  I liked that they went to a place where they were doctoring and 
caring for cheetahs, because I know they are endangered, and I want to keep 
them alive. The pictures from the wildlife safari tours were fun because the 
cheetahs were right up next to the jeeps. The cheetahs were even chewing on 
parts of the jeep. Another cool picture was of a cheetah climbing a tree. I 
would recommend this book. I am excited to read some of the other National 
Geographic books that the church has.  

by Alyssa Hofer 
 
NOTE:  The HMC library has several National Geographic Books and is plan-
ning to order more. The library currently has National Geographic books on 
cheetahs, grizzlies, leopards, lions, wolves, polar bears, elephants, and dol-
phins. These books are checked out frequently by the young readers in our 
church. They are very detailed and take a while to read. For younger readers 
the pictures draw a lot of interest. For the older readers, when the facts are 
paired with the pictures a lot of new and interesting information can be 
gleaned.   submitted by Rebecca Hofer 
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Shalom Readers 
 
     The Shalom Readers club had a virtual kick-off in which two stories were 
read to the children and videos of those stories were sent to the parents of 
Shalom Readers. If you did not receive those video links and would like to 
view those videos, please contact Rebecca Hofer or Chad Hofer.   
      Shalom Readers, when you finish reading your books and making your 
projects, please send your completed book logs and pictures of the projects 
to Rebecca Hofer. We will then post those pictures on a special tab on the 
church website.  If you need help getting copies of books on the approved 
list please contact us.   
      Thank you, parents, for all your help, time spent reading, and wonderful 
projects that you create with your children. 
 
On behalf of the HMC Library Committee, 
Rebecca Hofer 

VBS 
HMC VBS 2020 has been cancelled. 

 
      Unfortunately, due to obstacles on the tracks, 
Rocky Railway VBS will be delayed.  Crew and con-
ductors are in the process of moving the train from 
the 2020 summer track to the summer 2021 track.  
We are still looking forward to learning how “Jesus’ Power Pulls Us 
Through.”  
      In the meantime, we are remembering messages from past VBS pro-
grams. Please remind your children and yourselves, that “When life is 
scary, God is good.” In these times we need to remember the words from 
our 2019 Roar VBS theme song, “Life can get crazy, wild and amazing. I’m 
trusting you God, YOU ARE GOOD!”  
 
The HMC VBS team thanks you all for your support  



9 

LES  
Submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

     Leslie Allan Rensink had a milestone birthday in 
January.  I would have guessed him to be younger than 
he is – probably because he is still young at heart and 
very active. A contributing factor could be all the family 
ties he has! His parents were Leland and Annabelle 
(Baker) and he grew up on a dairy farm 2 miles north of 
Boyden, IA, which also included quite a bit of farming 
land for that period of time. He loved doing field work 
and would often ride his bike home from school, rather 
than ride the bus, because he could get home faster that 
way, and begin working in the fields. Les is the oldest in 

the family, followed by Brenda, Rodney, Bev, Jackie, Sheri and Kelly. His 
Mom was 19 years old when he was born, and his youngest sister, Kelly, was 
born when Les was 19, on his Mom’s 39th birthday.  
        As a youngster at Boyden Elementary he enjoyed playing softball at re-
cess. He attended Boyden-Hull Junior & Senior High School, Northwestern 
College in Orange City, IA & SDSU in Brookings. He enjoyed vocal music and 
participated in many choirs and small groups.  He also played in the band, in-
cluding the marching band at SDSU, where he played the tuba, or bass horn.  
He also had a college job, washing dishes and cooking. Those are skills that a 
good husband will provide for his wife when the time comes – right? After 
college he went to the Twin Cities for a year, where he worked as a machinery 
merchandiser for the Lindsay Brothers. He then returned to the family farm. 
        Les and Mary Buller were married in 1974.  Mary is from Parker and grew 
up a mile north of Bones Dairy on the Tea road.  She had 7 older brothers, 1 
older sister, and 4 younger sisters. Les and Mary wished to have a place of 
their own, and learned from the late Gary Wieman that an abandoned farm 
place was available for a reasonable price in the Freeman area.  They moved 
to the farm area where they presently live in 1976 and began a hog operation. 
For the most part, Les did the plumbing, electrical, welding, and repair work. 
       Les & Mary attended the Missionary Church in Freeman & the EMB 
Church in Marion before becoming members of Hutterthal.  I was privileged 
to have Les & Mary’s children in my Sunday School classes, with the exception 
of their oldest, Rachel, although it seems I may have been her teacher for a 
short time.  My fondest memories are of Luke–he was very bright & a live 
wire! I recall telling Les at one point that Luke was a bright motivated stu-
dent, & I was trying my best to keep him steered in the right direction!  Of 
course, I wanted to know where the kids are now & a little bit about their 
lives.                                                                                 (continued on next page) 
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Rachel and her husband, Joe Simington, farm north of Spencer, IA, have a 
good-sized cow-calf operation, have some farm land, and direct sell beef and 
eggs. They have 2 boys and 2 girls, ages 6-13.  They are active in church and 
Bible Study, and the Spencer County Fair.  Rachel is a nurse, but currently not 
practicing. She home schools her children through 4th grade, and is still teach-
ing the 2 youngest at home. 

Sarah and her husband, Ryan Waltner, live in rural Tea, SD.  They have 3 
boys and 2 girls, ages 6-15.  Ryan is a busy stay at home Dad, and does some 
woodworking on the side, while Sarah is an executive at Raven Industries in 
SF.  She oversees the International Division of sprayer controls and often 
travels to Europe and Brazil. 

David and his wife Meggan live in Brookings and have 2 girls, ages 2 and 7.  
David sells used cars and Meggan is attending massage therapy school. 

Steven and his wife Taylor live in Brookings and have 2 boys, ages 1 and 3. 
Steven farms with Mary’s second cousin in Hendricks, MN.  He takes great 
pride in serving on the Brookings Fire Department team. Taylor is a Special 
Ed. Aide. 

Luke and his wife Emily live in Luverne, MN and have 2 girls and 1 boy, ages 3
-7.  Luke brews craft beer and manages the brewery, Take 16, in Luverne. 
Emily is attending school to become a hair stylist. All of Luke’s children, one 
of Rachel’s and one of Sarah’s were born during Schmeckfest! 

Lori will be graduating from law school this spring and will be employed at 
Davenport Evans in SF.  She is engaged to marry Kyle Weiss from Mount 
Vernon, and he is a full-time pharmacist at a mail order pharmacy in SF, as 
well as a part-time pharmacist at Hy-Vee. 

        Les said he had a “good” birthday.  They sold their last hogs in October, 
2019, and spent that fall transitioning their barns for building rental. His goal 
was to be mostly retired by his birthday on January 23, and that occurred!  He 
has farmed with really old tractors and actually enjoyed doing that. Les and 
Mary are looking forward to reconnecting with their children and getting to 
know their 16 grandchildren in more meaningful ways. 
        As for special interests he loves to bass fish with a fly rod but admits he is 
kind of rusty!  They have an apple orchard and enjoy family hog butchering, 
especially smoking hams and smoking bacon and eating it!  Les also enjoys 
working with others at making Schmeckfest sausage. He finds great joy and 
meaning in studying and teaching the Bible and is exploring new ways of do-
ing that.                                                                                (continued on next page) 
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          When I ask Les why they chose Hutterthal as their church family he said 
with 6 kids and chores it was good to attend a near-by church.  They bought 
their farm from Johnny and Deloris Stahl, who invited them to Family Christ-
mas and other events being held at Hutterthal.  He especially enjoys the inter-
generational class with lots of laughter and conversation.  “It has been good to 
go to church with neighbors who also deal with livestock. Hutterthal has been 
richly blessed with lots of gifted, involved people.”  And we consider you to be 
one of those richly blessed, gifted, involved persons, Les!  Thank you for the 
leadership roles you have taken on at Hutterthal, and the blessings we have 
received from you, Mary, and your children……..  May the Lord continue to 
bless you! 

 

 

 

 

Torrie Zachariasen 

I was born in Sioux Falls on October 24, 2005, and my par-

ents are Paige and Preston. I live in Freeman and attend 

Freeman Public as an 8th grader. My favorite thing about school is socializing 

with all my friends and playing sports with my 

teammates. A few of my favorite subjects are social 

studies and PE, but one subject I really dislike is 

computers.  Babysitting and my horses keep me 

very busy all summer, but some of my other hobbies 

are going to baseball games, swimming, and I love 

four wheeling. I have nothing in life I dislike be-

cause I am so blessed and couldn’t ask for any more 

than I already have. I am involved in FFA, basket-

ball, volleyball, track, band, chorus, and 4H.   
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 The Birth of Mennonite Central Committee  Summer of  1920 
 

      We are struggling through a long spring and summer season.  None of us have ever 

witnessed something like this.  Churches, schools, businesses, sports, closed until fur-

ther notice.  Weddings, funerals, celebrations are all postponed until later.  We all keep 

wondering how soon will this be over with, when will we get back to our regular sched-

ule of activities?  Will there be a regular schedule again?  This seems to be taking so 

long to find a solution, hurry! 

      One century ago some major catastrophes took place, along with a war, a revolu-

tion, and a famine of major proportions. Everybody must have been asking, when will 

this ever end? 

      World War I (1917-1918) caused 40 million casualties, 15-19 million deaths and  

about 23 million wounded military personnel.  Then the 1918-1919 "Spanish Flu epi-

demic" infected 500 million people  or 1/3 of the whole world population. 50,000 peo-

ple died of the flu. 

     July 17, 1918 the czar of Russia, his wife and children were all assassinated and Rus-

sia was now in a complete revolution.  The Russian army was fighting the revolution-

aries.  

     This happened less than 40 years after the founders of Hutterthal Church came to 

America.  Many of our fellow Mennonites chose to stay in Russia after the 1870's.  

They were now caught in the revolution.  Crops, farms, factories, homes were confis-

cated,  Many families were brutally murdered.  For the next few years crops could not 

be planted. Livestock was taken away, and a major famine was setting in. 

      Many in Russia wrote to their relatives who had moved to United States and  Cana-

da asking for help. "Our children are starving, there is absolutely nothing to eat, send 

help, please in the name of God, send food."  Many did respond by sending food par-

cels to their relatives in Russia, but it became evident that a much bigger, more orga-

nized system had to be formed to send major shipments of food to Russia. 

      A committee was sent from Russia to America to meet with Mennonites in America 

to plan for this major project.  They met with many different Mennonite groups all 

over Canada and United States encouraging them to send food.  They asked this be a 

coordinated project, with many conferences working together.   

     In July of 1920 seven Mennonite Conferences met in Elkhart, Indiana and formed 
Mennonite Central Committee.  Never had we cooperated in such a large project, that 
would extend for years.  All agreed to go back to their home communities explaining 
the project, collecting funds, getting volunteers.  The word spread from Pennsylvania 
to California, from Kansas to Canada. We will help feed our starving relatives in Rus-
sia.                                                       (continued next month ...by Norman Hofer) 
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 UPDATE ON CLARA KOERNER’S SHOWER 

I have been in contact with the people who 

were so willing to help with Clara’s bridal 

shower which was to be on April 26; Kylea, 

Edie, Monica, Darlene, Sharon, Rina, and 

Charlene. As expected, we will not be able 

to have the shower.  We are all sad that we 

will not be able to share this special event 

with her.  She still plans to get married in 

June, with only immediate family present.  Clara, being the lovely young 

lady she is, shared “It’s an unfortunate situation, but it’s forced me to 

shift my perspective to what really matters in life, which has been a bless-

ing.” 

      We would still like to have a “shower” for Clara, but only in a different 

form.  If you would like to purchase a gift you may still do so.  She and 

William (Billy) are registered at Bed, Bath, and Beyond, and Amazon, and 

gifts can be directly sent to Clara and Billy, in care of Todd Koerner, 

44160  282nd St. Freeman, SD 57029. I’m sure monetary gifts would be ap-

preciated as well.  Purchasing a gift is optional, but we would like you to 

remember Clara and Billy with cards, with words of encouragement and 

congratulations, along with best wishes and blessings, which are especial-

ly important at a time like this when we cannot be together to celebrate 

with them.  Cards should also be sent to Todd’s. You may even want to 

include a favorite recipe. Thank you for your consideration.                                

submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

 

Hutterthal is still needing a  

person to volunteer for the position of Adult Supt. 

Assistant. This person will be the Assit. to  the 

Adult Supt. Barbie Hofer, and will become Adult 

Supt. in fall.   

Could this be you?  

Please volunteer to Church chair Edie Tschetter 



14 

 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Suzanne Koerner, Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schrock 
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the 3rd Friday of the month.** Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After several weeks of careful deliberation and communication with the lo-
cal host committee in the Twin Cities, we have made the difficult decision 
to cancel our in-person Annual Meeting for Central Plains Mennonite Con-
ference this year. Given the continuing uncertainty around COVID-19, we 
simply do not believe it is wise for us to plan an in-person gathering. Alter-
native arrangements are in the works and we currently plan to have a con-
densed delegate session via Zoom on June 20 so we can worship and en-
gage in the work of the conference virtually. Additionally, we invite all 
CPMC congregations to designate June 21 as Conference Sunday. We will 
provide resources for congregations so that we may celebrate and share to-
gether in similar worship experiences across the conference. Watch for 
more details as we plan for the virtual annual meeting and conference-wide 
worship for June 20-21.  

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

