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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

9) Sarah & Ryan Waltner 
9)  Gordon & Sharon Waltner 
11) Ashton & Lee Dockendorf 
12) Chad & Rebecca Hofer 
16)  Marlyn & Maureen Friesen  
17) Vernon J. & Norma Hofer 
22) Les & Mary Rensink 
22) Darnell & Lori Tschetter 
24)  Brandon & Kylea Waltner 
27) Merlin & Sylvia Hofer 
27) Kim and Jennifer Hofer 
29)  Larry & Edie Tschetter 
29) Mike Miller & Michelle Friesen 
30) Jessica & Chad Mills 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 2) Marcella Glanzer  
 2) Rosella Glanzer  
 6) David Rensink 
10) Merlin Hofer  
11) John Clem 
15) Mary Rensink 
19) Darnell Tschetter  
21) Misty Bishota 
22) Wayne Hofer 
24) Anabella Lima 
26) David Friesen 
27) Lillie Eisenbeis 

BIRTHDAY VERSES AND PRAYERS 
 

“You care for the land and water it; You enrich it abundantly; the streams of God are 
filled with water to provide the people with grain, for You have ordained it.  You 
drench its furrows and level its ridges; You soften it with showers and bless its 
crops.”                  Psalm 65: 9-10 
 
      We thank you Lord, for June birthdays. For gardening chores, for the buds in our 
gardens that are as enchanting as the open flower, for birds hopping amongst the 
trees and on our lawns, for fatherhood, and the first day of summer.  Entering sum-
mer reminds us of the recent celebration of Pentecost, and we are reminded that the 
Holy Spirit gives us faith in Jesus, controls our lives, and through us produces fruits 
of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
Amen 

Income for May 

The total income for 

May as of 5/26 is  

$7,976.89, this amount 

includes $1,000 for the 

new hymnals. 

June Projects 

Congregational   Ministries:  

The Banquet (cash donations) 

Send cash donations to Joyce 

Hofer P.O Box 548, Freeman SD 

57029 

Children’s S.S.      MCC Project 
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The Mennonite Central Committee Story continued 
 

            A major fund raising project was started immediately after 

the July, 1920 meeting at Elkhart, Indiana.  It was a long and dif-

ficult task.   People had never heard about this new organization, 

Mennonite Central Committee, and what it was doing.  Hundreds 

of thousands of dollars would need to be raised, coming from 

Mennonite churches throughout North America. 

            As we live day by day through this Corona virus infection, we can't get to a solu-

tion soon enough.  We had had enough, find a solution, hurry!   Can you imagine wait-

ing almost two years after the formation of MCC until the first "soup kitchens" would 

be set up and serving starving  people?  The first soup kitchen was set up in March of 

1922. 

            So many things needed to be done.  Raise the funds to purchase food.  Find 

shipping companies to send the food.  Establish warehouses to store food  Getting per-

mission from the Russian government to set up food kitchens. Remember Russia was 

in a civil war, the Red Army The White Army were fighting each other. Bandits roamed 

the country side, and killed and destroyed whole villages at will. 

            The goal was to establish feeding stations in the "Molotschna" Mennonite com-

munity of 50 villages.  Next would be Chortitza Mennonite community along the Dnie-

per River to be set up with feeding stations. 

            Follow the route of the relief food.  Load on ships in New York, cross the Atlan-

tic ocean, go past the Strait of Gibraltar, cross the Mediterranean Sea, the Aegean Sea, 

go through the Dardanelles to the Sea of Marmara to Istanbul (Constantinople), Tur-

key,  cross the Black Sea and unload into warehouses at the seaport of Sevastopol, Cri-

mea. 

            Load food into train cars, take from Sevastopol to Halbstadt, Molotschna and 

set up relief kitchens and distribute food.  This train route from Sevastopol to Melito-

pol took the food within one mile of the site of our former village of Hutterthal, 12 

miles south of Melitopol, Ukraine. 

            The first food kitchens were set up in March of 1922, by June of 1922 MCC was 

feeding 25,000 people every day, the peak was in August of 1922 when 40,000 were 

fed each day.  MCC fed anyone, regardless of religion or nationality.  After 1924 slowly 

but surely things were changing, and people could began to help themselves 

again.  The project cost $1,200,000.00 from North American Mennonite churches. 

        (cont. on next page) 
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            The feeding program was a huge success, but a dark cloud hung over the project. 

On the first shipment of food, three young Goshen College students volunteered to ac-

company the shipment, Clayton Kratz, and Orie Miller from Pennsylvania and Arthur 

Slagel from Illinois.    Clayton Kratz accompanying a shipment of food disappeared be-

tween Halbstadt and Chorititza  and was never heard from again.  No one is sure if he 

was murdered by the Red Army, the White Army or the bandits.   When word came 

back to North America that Clayton Kratz had been murdered, many men volunteered 

to take his place.  David M. Hofer, a businessman from Bridgewater, SD volunteered 

and was one selected to supervise the food warehouses at Halbstadt, Molotschna, 

Ukraine. For the next year and a half he and his wife lived at Halbstadt and helped 

MCC.              

(Continued next month by Norman Hofer)  

 

 

 

While the Hutterthal church was shuttered to 

human traffic, the animal kingdom took over the 

musical praise of our Creator.  In the artificial 

tree near the entry doors, Mama Bird built a 

nest.  Four hungry baby birds soon chirped joy-

ful noises unto the Lord.  It is a fulfillment of 

Psalm 84:3 “Even the sparrow has found a 

home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 

she may have her young, a place near your al-

tar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God.”             

Submitted by Dennis Schrock 

1. Bulletin deadline is Thursday noon. 

2. The Connection deadline is  the last Wednesday of the 

month. 

3. Any emails pertaining to HMC please send them to   

        hutterthal@goldenwest.net 

1. If you have a website, a YouTube video or story that 

would be appropriate to share please send the link to the 

HMC email and Kathy will send it on to our members. 

Lets keep in touch! 
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Ethan and Brandon Waltner 

My Dad is special to me because we 
are the two boys in the family.  I like 
going to the farm with my Dad and 
working.  My favorite farm activity is 
riding in the telehandler and skid load-
er. My Dad is funny when he teases 
me.  My Dad is nice and he talks a lot. 
Some of the things I like playing with 
my Dad are tractors, Legos, and 
watching boy movies with him.  

 # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #  

 Isaac, Egan, Otto  

and Rodney Mettler 

     Isaac has a special Daddy.  One of Isaacs  
favorite things to do with his dad is farm with 
him.  The times that daddy takes him on rides in 
the Mule are also fun.  The best thing of all are 
the times when daddy tickles him.  That is really 
fun.  

      Egan likes to farm with dad too.  When dad explains parts of farming to him it’s the 
best.  Sports is important to Egan , so when dad plays catch or takes him golfing are 
the times that Egan loves.  Egan says dad is a good cook when he has to be.  Isaac 
agreed, even once he had to call grandma for help.  They are both thankful that dad 
takes them to school, even if he is mad sometimes because they are late.   
      Otto loves his daddy. If there is a chance to be with daddy on a tractor Otto will be 
there. He is daddy’s helper when it’s time to feed the cows. Daddy is such a good tick-
ler. He makes Otto laugh and laugh.  
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USHERS 
Submitted by Joyce Hofer 

 
Left to Right: Eric Neuharth, Darnell 
Tschetter, Joyce Hofer, Jarrod Kramer 
(Head Usher), Cole Hofer, Aprille 
Birkey, Cameron Hofer (Asst. Head 
Usher), and Boni Hofer (pictured below) 

 

Some may think all the ushers do is 
hand out the bulletin and collect the offering.  Yes, we do that, and more.  Pri-
or to the service we fold the bulletins, uncover the piano, put all lights on in 
the sanctuary, stage and pulpit. We unlock the balcony door and the north-
east doors leading outside, where people can enter by coming up the steps 
rather than entering by the educational wing doors.  It is the area where we 
hand out bulletins prior to the service. 
      I take my job serious.  If there are visitors I will ask if I 
may usher them into the sanctuary.  No one has ever 
said no.  When I am at a strange church, I appreciate be-
ing ushered in.  If they have small children, I ask if they 
would like an activity bag.  At a funeral I usher people in 
and most everyone says “Thank You.”  I like to stagger 
guests.  When the family enters the church, it appears 
full rather than everyone on one side and few on the oth-
er.  People have a tendency to sit in the back and then 
there isn’t room for late comers.  Hopefully, you can see 
ushering at a different slant      
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In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, various individuals, with various professions, 
were asked to share their thoughts – how has the virus affected your job, your busi-
ness, customers, co-workers, or residents that you work with, how will it affect the 
future, has your faith or the faith of your clients been tested? 

 

SHANE VETCH –  
FICF FINANCIAL REP.  

MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA 
      Yes, Covid -19 has affected our business. We are not to 
meet with people and that is exactly what we do, every day, 
Meet with People.  Our business is very relationship driven and 
people feel more comfortable building a relationship face to 
face.  Some folks might like the lack of personal touch and being 
able to go online or buying from someone they don’t know, but 
that is not our client.  For the most part, our client prefers meet-
ing and our office likes to put a face with the clients. 
      We have a few folks that have called with some Market 

questions, for example, is the US Market going to crash?”  I am not so sure if they 
were serious or if they just wanted to hear what we would say in response.  We have 
also been very busy with investment purchasing because of the market down 
turn.  This is a good time and opportunity to invest.   
      We are also using Zoom meetings to assist with the limitations of meeting in per-
son.  This has been a very good tool for us and I am assuming we will use this tool 
after the Covid -19 vaccinations are completed.    
      Other adjustments in the office came with the change of local schooling.  My as-
sistant, Shelinda Smith, needed to be home, more often, to home school her two 
youngest children.   The last two months have seen a lot of adjustments as we go 
week by week, but all is good.  We just pray our community can stay safe.  God 
Bless 
 
 
 
         More stories on next page 
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 LORI TSCHETTER –  
SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST   
    I am a Speech Language Pathologist employed through the 
Cornbelt Educational Cooperative in Sioux Falls.  I have been 
assigned to the Freeman School District since my graduation 
from college in 1993.  Some of my duties include screening/
evaluating students, writing service plans, administering thera-
py, and tracking progress. The students I work with meet the 
criteria of having a speech/language delay.  I work with children 
from birth through high school.  
    Some of the highlights of my job include watching the faces 

of my students light up when they master a skill we have been working on, hearing 
about the successes of former students, and getting notes of appreciation for making 
a difference. 
      COVID-19 has had a major impact on the way I meet the needs of my students.  
Since the school closure I have had the challenge of addressing the individual goals 
of my students in various ways: homework packets, lessons plans for parents to im-
plement, holding meetings and providing therapy using various tele-practice plat-
forms, weekly contacts with parents to check progress, etc.  Summer services for 
students who qualify will be done using these methods as well until further notice. I 
am looking forward to the day when I can again provide face-to-face services, but I 
am also concerned about the health and safety of the students and staff as we make 
this transition.     

 

JOHN CLEM –  
PLANNER FOR PLANNING  

& DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT III 
      My job as a planner at Planning & Development District III 
mostly involves grant writing and grant administration for the 
towns and cities in our service area, which consists of 15 coun-
ties in the southeast/south central part of the state.  The grants I 
work with typically involve public infrastructure projects, usually 
water and sewer systems.  We have 11 people working in our 

office in Yankton, and most of the staff have been working at home since the start of 
April.  We can do this because we have a software system that allows us to use our 
home computers to access our work computers just like we were in the office.  The 
system is a little slow & clunky, but all things considered it works quite well.  Honest-
ly, I'm probably one of the most fortunate people at this time, since I now don't have 
to drive back and forth to Yankton every day!  We're aiming to get back to "normal" in 
June. 
     The uncertainty is something that worries me a little bit, but I have faith that this is 
all part of God's plan.  With that thought, I'm hoping some good will come out of this, 
such as people being more conscious about using good hygiene,& not traveling 
when they really don't need to.  I'm sure there will be many more consequences we 
can't even think of now. 
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LARRY TSCHETTER  
REGISTERED NURSE AT OAKVIEW TERRACE 

 
    The Sunday following Easter is often referred to as Holy Hu-

mor Sunday because there is much joy and laughter after the 

resurrection.  Right now we are going through this pandemic 

and it is not a joyful experience but perhaps I can bring you 

some humor at a time when we all need to laugh again. 

    The first thing I have to do when I arrive for my night shift at 

Oakview Terrace is get my temperature taken and answer 

questions such as “do you have a cough?”, “have you traveled 

recently?” and “have you come in contact with anyone who has the virus?”  

    Then I go to my locker where I put on my facial mask, my face shield, my glasses 

and my hearing aid.  I think to myself “how much can my ears hold?”  My ears should 

really be a little bigger for this load. 

    Because of the virus, there are now certain additional things we have to do every 

shift.  First I start by taking the temperature of each resident which is taken at the be-

ginning of every shift, morning and night.  When I go into their rooms it is hard for 

them to identify who I am so my name is written on the front of my shield across my 

forehead.  If anyone has a temperature of 99 degrees I will need to take the tempera-

ture again in a few hours as a fever can be the first sign of CO-VOD 19.  While we 

are always conscious about cleanliness, we are now VERY conscious about how 

everything has to be sanitized and very clean.  We spend a lot of time washing our 

hands between residents.  When I take their temperatures, my hands and the ther-

mometer have to be disinfected between each resident.  After the temperature taking 

I help collect the trays from their rooms as all residents are currently eating in their 

rooms. 

    One of the jobs that is done 4 times/day is testing blood sugars on diabetics.  Due 

to the virus, we have to be extra cautious and the blood sugar machine has to be dis-

infected between each resident. 

    As I walk past the water fountain I think that it would be great to just stoop down 

and get a drink but with all my facial gear in place, it is often not worth it.  When I do 

stop for a drink I have to lift my shield and move my mask which usually hooks my 

hearing aid and causes it to go flying to the floor. 
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Larry Tschetter cont. 

    When I am caught up with my resident work and sit down by the computer, I disin-

fect my office space including the computer keyboard, mouse, telephone, counter top 

and anything else I might touch.  At my desk it is nice to have a cup of coffee but yes, 

here we go again, lift the shield, move the mask, wiggle the coffee cup under the 

shield and search for my hearing aid which again has gone flying. 

    We have a number of new staff and it is kind of funny because I have no idea what 

they look like.  During the night as we talk, our staff conversations are related to how 

our families are doing with the home sheltering and home schooling.  I feel fortunate to 

not have to deal with the stress of small children or school age children with home 

work to do on line.   

    At 5:30 am I start screening all the new staff members who are coming for the day 

shift.  This includes kitchen, housekeeping, maintenance, laundry, CNA’s and some 

office staff that comes in early.   

    Then when I get home, my housekeeper, the lovely E, requires that all my clothes 

go directly into the washer and I go directly into the shower before I can get into bed.   

    I am not complaining at all.  We are so fortunate in Freeman in that we have been 

able to keep the residents healthy with these precautions.  So, whenever I think about 

all the extra work, I know it really is worth it because it has been working to keep our 

residents safe.  The residents appreciate it, too, even though they are also restricted 

from having visitors and group activities, unable to go into anyone else’s room to visit 

and are required to wear a face mask whenever they are in the hall.  They also cannot 

leave the nursing home.  Even though have the restrictions, morale is quite high be-

cause they know they are a vulnerable population and this all helps keep them safe.   

 

 

I wish to thank the following people; Marj Hofer, Norma & 

Vernon J. Hofer and Joann Stahl. They are the people who 

quickly and cheerfully took cut bags home to complete 

during Jan. and Feb. this year.  They brought the finished 

bags to church and took more bags home to sew and 

string. When we are allowed to gather at HMC again there 

will be 187 bags to fill with health and school supplies.  Feel free to fill as 

many bags as you wish! Thanks to Barbie’s Mom there is still a generous 

amount of balloon fabric to make lots  more bags, trimmed with drapery 

fabric from Alvina, Lord willing and all your good help. Thanks again to 

all who helped.  Twyla Hofer 
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 TODD KOERNER—FARMER 
How has the Covid-19 epidemic affected me and 
my business as a farmer? I probably have the 
same concerns as many people have.  How do I 
keep myself and my family healthy and protected 
from this virus?  How will this affect my job and our 
finances?  How can we survive home schooling 
our kids?  When will we be able to once again 
gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ? 
      One of the larger concerns for our family is 
Clara’s upcoming wedding.  On that front, there 

have been many discussions and many options thrown out to hash through.  Ultimate-
ly, it will not be the wedding of her dreams but rather a small ceremony with immedi-
ate family. A large open house is planned for later in the fall of this year.  I admire the 
way she has handled this situation. She seems to be content and even happy with 
this decision.  She feels the wedding is important, but is really looking forward to be-
ing able to gather with friends and family in celebration at the open house. 
       How has this affected our farm? In some ways it has had a great affect. In other 
ways it really hasn’t affected us at all.  Faming is, by nature, a job that has a fair 
amount of isolation and distancing from others.  We have been blessed with a much-
improved weather pattern than last year and have been able to get into the fields and 
get our planting done in a timely manner.  I tease Suzanne that I am going out to 
practice my social distancing all day on the tractor.  Of course, we still need to get 
some of the supplies we need in town, but feel comfortable that most of the business 
are taking precautions.   
      While as essential workers we still have job security, there are definitely financial 
concerns.  We still have commodities to sell, and while we are glad that we can sell 
them, we have taken a real hit on the prices we receive.  I have heard several stories 
of producers who have had to destroy produce or livestock because they have no 
market for their product and that grieves me greatly.  I believe that the situation we 
are in now has really brought to light some serious flaws in our country’s food sector.  
There is such a large disconnect between producers and consumers with too many 
middlemen in between.  It is vastly different than just a couple of generations ago 
when our ancestors relied on few outside food sources. Rather, they grew and pro-
duced much, if not all, of what they consumed.  It is my hope that this realization will 
bring about some positive changes in our country’s food system. 
      In all of this we still lean on our Lord and Savior and thank Him for his continued 
provision and strength.  While we have struggles, we also count the many blessings 
we continue to receive.  We are healthy, we have plenty to keep us occupied and we 
have plenty to eat.  We know that is not the case for many. 
      I have you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, on my mind and in my heart and 
cannot wait for the day when we can again see each other face to face. 
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MIKE JASPERS – BUSINESS DEV. DIR.  

OF EAST RIVER ELECTRIC/FARMER 

      With the economic crash that has hit not only our country, but 
also the entire world, the prices of the agricultural commodities we 
produce have definitely been affected.  And, coming off multiple 
years of low prices and the struggles to make a profit, this could 
be another challenging year from that angle.  On the flip side, fuel 
prices, fertilizer prices and feed prices (for those who feed live-
stock and purchase feed) have seen some pretty decent price 

breaks.  Other than livestock feeders who have to market animals during the worst of 
this pandemic, most farmers have time on their side before they will market their crops 
and hopefully things will settle down and we will see some markets rebound by fall. 
       From a logistical standpoint, most ag suppliers have taken precautions to stop the 
spread of COVID by putting distancing measures in place, like other businesses have, 
but are still able to provide parts, repairs, seed, fertilizer, chemicals, etc.  Some have 
even gone to more delivery right to the farm versus having farmers pick products up at 
their facilities, so it actually has increased the amount of service and benefit to farmers 
somewhat. 
       Even in the worst of struggles and times, I am one that always believes there is 
good to be found, if we just look for it.  As humans, we were designed to spend time 
together in work, prayer, social and support (just to name a few).  I think we have all 
grown to appreciate those activities and events that we all took for granted and we 
knew were always there for us, but now we are finding their absence: things like going 
to school, work office settings, church services, Schmeckfest and other community-
wide events, just getting together for coffee and fellowship with friends.  Who would’ve 
ever thought 6 months ago that all these activities would have been halted, literally 
overnight…?  But, what have we gotten in return?  At least for our family, we have got-
ten back a lot of family time together that was previously expended through all of the 
above, plus other activities we were all involved in.  Rushing here and rushing there to 
take in all the opportunities that life has to offer has its place, but so does a chance for 
a simpler time with family and lives that can slow down long enough to appreciate 
what we all have right around us.  That, to me, is the greatest good that has come out 
of this chaos. 
       I feel my faith, and the faith of many others, has been strengthened for a couple 
reasons.  One, we have been blatantly reminded that we are not in control, in fact this 
pandemic we cannot even see.  Much like our moral lives with a goal of joining our 
God in heaven someday, we must put our faith in something/someone we cannot see, 
do our best to protect our bodies and our souls, and hope that what we’ve done is 
enough that God will deem it enough and grant us something we can’t earn ourselves: 
life.  Life on earth through the pandemic, and eternal life in heaven. 
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Mike Jaspers cont. 
       I believe that those of us who have our roots out here on the wide-open prairie, 
whether we still live here and maybe even still tend the crops and livestock, have an 
advantage during a time like this from those that don’t have the same blessing I just 
described.  We are so much more closely tied to life, to nurturing growth and to 
death.  We have to, on a yearly and sometimes daily manner, put our faith in God 
and know that we have done our best and the rest is out of our control.  Having a 
nicely prepared soil that was planted with precision care, fertilized for a bountiful yield 
and managed to prevent weeds and other distractions, only to watch a hail storm or a 
drought destroy all our good work and all the potential that it held.  Or, to watch help-
lessly as a late season blizzard fatigues your cattle during calving season and fight to 
save a newborn calf’s life as it dies in your care, knowing that just hours ago, it held 
so much potential.  We have no choice but to put our works in God’s hands and that 
we are merely stewards of His land and animals that He provided for us.  How much 
tougher would it be to be living through a challenging world-wide crisis like this pan-
demic if we had no grounding? 
       Yes, we have seemingly unsurmountable challenges ahead of us as farmers: 
spending way more dollars that we ever have hopes of returning with the current 
price levels (even with the cooperation of Mother Nature this growing season) to 
name an obvious one.  But, just like our health care worker heroes, we will keep us-
ing our time and talents to toil in our daily tasks, all the while we are putting our faith 
and ourselves in God’s hands.  We put our hope and faith in something and someone 
we cannot touch nor see.  What a blessing to live a Christian life. 
 ————————————————————————————— 

 

 

   Missing you all!  Are you wondering who I am?? I am wear-
ing the personal protective equipment we are required to wear 
at the Salem Mennonite Home. It does wonders for my hair – 
NOT! It does cover my wrinkles though. And then there is the 
need to try and keep on breathing!  We are attempting to stay 
up-beat, and looking forward to better days ahead.  As long as 
we can keep our residents and co-workers safe and healthy, 
that is our goal!  This too shall pass….. 

 

God’s got your back.  And not just your back.  He goes before you.  Deut. 31:8 

He’s right beside you.  Hebrews 13:5 

He surrounds you on every side.  Psalm 125:2        Yours truly, (Brigitta Hofer) 
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 CHURCH BOARD MEMBERS 

Accidentally omitted in the  
April Connection 

 
The following board members were asked to give a brief 
description of their specific position. 

CHAIRPERSON – Schedule and conduct board meetings, congregational meetings, 
and chair the Search Committee.  Participate in some meetings regarding the on-going 
operation of the church. – Edie Tschetter  

 

 

Isabel Waltner 

I am eleven years old 

and I just finished fourth grade. My parents are Bran-

don and Kylea Waltner. I have two sisters, Addison 

and Avery, and one brother, Ethan.  I have two dogs 

that live outside, Grace and Ava. Some things I like to 

do are play softball, basketball, volleyball, and do 

gymnastics. I also like to do crafts, play American Girls, play outside, play 

Barbies, ride my bike with my family, and roller blade in the barn with my sis-

ter. Some of my favorite chores are helping my mom 

clean, mow the lawn, cook some meals, and I like to 

bake. My favorite colors are green, blue, teal, and 

light purple. This summer I look forward to raising 

some baby calves, playing outside with my sisters 

and brother, and helping my mom. 

Mom and Dad describe Isabel as a kind hearted 
person. She is always willing to help. She is happy and 
energetic and is always smiling. She is creative and a very 
hard worker! She loves her grandparents and she loves to 
stay busy. She is a good role model for her siblings and 
enjoys sharing her faith with others. 
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A BOOK REPORT BY DARLENE HOFER 

I had read this story a number of years ago. I hate to 

admit I did not remember any of it so it was like read-

ing a new book which I really enjoyed. This story writ-

ten by Amy George took place when she was only 7 

years old. They lived in the village of Drushkovka, 

Ukraine. Their family consisted of Amy and an older brother and sister, and her par-

ents. There was a lot of unrest in the area. Her father protested about some fishing 

with a net saying it was illegal to fish there. This did not sit well with the police and 

for this he was put into prison with no reason except that they felt he was a revolu-

tionary. He had been imprisoned before for similar reasons. While he was gone the 

German army came and they had to leave their home and go with them. They were 

taken in train box cars. The conditions were very bad. When they arrived it was to 

work in the army camps with very little food and bugs in their sleeping conditions. 

Sometimes they would get separated and not know where the rest of the family was. 

      During this time Amy grew up and stayed with her mother. While her mother 

worked Amy was free to play with other German 

children. Her mother was really suffering for 

lack of food and often too sick to work but never 

excused from work. This whole time they had no 

idea where their father was. 
      As time went on Amy grew up to be a teenag-
er and also worked. She met an American soldier 
and later married. About the time they were to 
go to America they discovered where their father 
was but were not able to go to him or he leave his 
place. They felt they would never meet again. As 
the book title says, 
 GOOD BYE IS NOT FOREVER.  Will they 
ever meet their father again you can find out, the 

book will be placed in our library. Please feel 
free to read it. 
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HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  
email: hutterthal @goldenwest.net 
Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/ hutterthal mennonite church  

 

Fellowship Unlimited 

submitted by Edie Tschetter 

HMC Fellowship Unlimited sponsored 
fund-raising meals beginning in 1987 
until 2012 when the relief sale took a 
break.  The  money was raised to help  
defray expenses for the relief sale.  We 
began having meals again in 2016.  The 
total raised thru 2019 is approximately $37,500.  That is pretty amaz-
ing!  This year there will be no meal but you can still contribute to the spe-
cial relief sale offering taken on July 12 in SD Mennonite churches.  Thank 
you for your faithfulness all these years!  

Hutterthal is still needing a  

person to volunteer for the position of Adult 

Supt. Assistant. This person will be the Assit. to  

the Adult Supt. Barbie Hofer, and will become 

Adult Supt. in fall.   

Could this be you?  

Please volunteer to Education Board Chairman 

Barbie Hofer 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

