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Connection! 
Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

So long for now 

Thank you Hutterthal church family for two 

and a half years of life together and ministry. 

Catherine and I have been richly blessed by 

your loving acceptance and prayers.  

The work you have begun promises, if attended 

to, to manifest among you the fruit of the Spirit

---in healthier relationships and a fresh begin-

ning with new pastoral leadership. I believe 

God is doing a unique thing at Hutterthal.  Be open for Him to take you be-

yond your expectations into a different reality of church life and ministry. 

Continue to believe and pray audaciously.  

Catherine and I have no immediate plans. Because of COVID 19 we have 

postponed our 50th wedding anniversary get-a-way to the Rockies until the 

summer of 2021.  Hopefully, next year our children and their families will be 

able to make the trip home to celebrate with us. So we will simply be hanging 

out in Sioux Falls, enjoying our beautiful city. Please feel free to call and 

come by for a visit. Our door is always open to you. We just cannot talk 

church.  

With deepest affection, 

Jack and Catherine 
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

4) David & Brandy Friesen 
8) Vernon P. & Twyla Hofer 
8) John & Monica Clem 
14) Dennie & Lauri Hofer 
16) Derrold & Marilyn Hofer 
23) Shane & Amy Hofer Vetch 
31) Jeanie & Carter Nold 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 1) Brynlee Hofer 
2) Nancy Fischer 
3) Sara Friesen  
9) Kim Hofer 
12)  Sarah Stahl  
16)  Briana Bolin 
16) Jacqueline Skibine 
17) Noelle Friesen 
17)  June Libby 
18) Greg Kleinsasser 
18) Vincent Hofer 
23) Jeani Nold  
24)  Paul Hofer, Jr 
25)  Melissa Deckert  
27) Brent Hofer 
28) Paige Zachariasen 
28) Petrea Hofer 
29)  Priscilla Hofer 
30)  Darren Deckert  

 
BIRTHDAY VERSES AND PRAYERS 
 
“Do you know how God controls the clouds and makes His lightning flash?  Do you 
know how the clouds hang poised; those wonders of Him who is perfect in 
knowledge? You who swelter in your clothes when the land lies hushed under the 
south wind.  Can you join him in spreading out the skies?  Job 37: 15-18 

We thank you, O Lord, for summer, and for July birthdays.  For iced tea and water-
melon, for sandals and sandcastles, for campfires and family reunions, for the 4th of 
July and fireworks, for air conditioning and newly mown lawns, for corn on the cob 
and strawberry shortcake, for shade trees and rose gardens. Thank you, Lord, for our 
religious freedom, and pry our eyes open so that we may see that every right we use 
in this Land of Freedom is a right of all others, too often denied.  Amen 

Income for June 

The total income for 

June;  $7,826.59 

Attendance  

June 21—- 34.  

July Projects 

Congregational   Ministries:  

MEDA Cash donations 

Children’s S.S.       MCC Project 
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Good-bye to the Scandrett’s 

submitted by Edie Tschetter 

June 21, 2020 was a special day at Hutterthal filled with joy but also sad-

ness.  The joy came from being together to worship for the first time since 

March 8 and the sadness from knowing this was Pastor Jack & Cathy’s last 

Sunday with us as his time serving in the transitional pastor role was ending.  

There was a special sharing time to allow for affirmations of his work among 

us and appreciation to Cathy for how she ministered in an unofficial role.  

Two prayer shawls were displayed on the stage and were gifted to Jack and 

Cathy so they would remember us but also to remind them of the power of 

prayer and God’s presence as they wrap themselves in their shawls.  In ad-

dition, they were given two gift certificates – one to Minerva’s and one to Hy-

Vee.  A prayer of blessing was led by Charlene as lead deacon and Edie as 

church chair.  It was an awkward way to say good-bye with no touching or 

hugging allowed, but we were grateful to be able to see them and speak 

with them.  We pray God’s special blessing on them as they enter a new 

phase in their lives. 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

Hutterthal Church Family, 
Once again Catherine and I want to thank 
you for your kind, thoughtful words on 
Sunday, as well as your many gifts of 
love and prayers. Until we meet again.   
Blessings Jack and Catherine.  
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My Dear Church Family at Hutterthal:  
       Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ! I hope 
you are all keeping yourselves well in these crazy 
times. The world as we know it has changed so rapid-
ly in the past few months! Fortunately, though, through 
the turbulent storms of life, we as Christians hold onto 
the hope of knowing that God remains our constant, 
our solid rock, even as the world around us crumbles. 
What good news!  
      My life also has undergone many changes recent-
ly, though only a small fraction of these changes are 
due to the virus. Within the past six months, I’ve grad-
uated from college, been hired at Freeman Academy, 
gotten married, and moved back to the Freeman area. 
      I earned my Bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Sioux Falls in December with a major in English Ed-
ucation and a minor in music, and I’m happy to an-
nounce that I’ll be using this degree next school year 

as the new English teacher at Freeman Academy! Yes, this means that I will be 
teaching my little sister, Jada. It also means that my new husband Billy and I are 
now living in the Freeman area.  
      Billy and I got married on June 6 at Hutterthal, with the wedding officiated by our 
pastor from our church in Sioux Falls: Church of the Resurrection. It was a small 
wedding, due to the coronavirus, which ended up being a blessing. Though we wish 
we could have had everyone we had initially invited there to celebrate with us, it 
was wonderful to spend the day with our immediate family and the close friends we 
had there as groomsmen and bridesmaids.  
       (Continued on next page) 
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 And, although we couldn’t have everyone with us throughout the day, my parents did 
surprise us by gathering a group of friends and extended family together to greet us 
as newlyweds and celebrate as we did a drive-by to see my Grandma Brockmueller at 
Oakview Terrace. I cried many tears of overwhelming gratitude at the sight of all those 
who had gathered together to wave, honk their horns, and shower us with celebra-
tion!  
Thank you so much to all who came to the drive-by and to all who have blessed Billy 
and I with your prayers, your well-wishes, and your gifts. Thank you to the many la-
dies who sent bridal shower gifts, even after the in-person shower was canceled, and 
to Brigitta for organizing it. And thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to all of you 
for working as a community through the years to help raise me and to foster in me a 
heritage of humility, peace, and love.  
      Billy and I are now living at my Koerner grandparents’ old house east of Freeman, 
so I’m sure we will see many of you around more often now! If you want to watch the 
video of Billy and my wedding, you can find it on Nathan Schrag’s Youtube page. The 
video is titled, “Clara and Billy Wedding June 6, 2020.”  
Blessings to you all! 
Clara (Koerner) Beseman 

Pictured here 
are some of the 

well wishers 
parked and 

ready to greet 
the couple 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   Clara and Billy’s ride through Freeman 
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FLANDREAU UPDATE:  I am uncertain as to when 
some of our area churches, including Hutterthal, 
became aware of the families in the Flandreau/
Brookings area that were needing assistance.  Our 
church bulletin from July of 2019 included a list of 
food, children’s clothes, dry goods and furniture 
that were needed.  Donations were delivered to the 
Gary Graber garage in Freeman.  Monetary contri-
butions are always needed as well.  I contacted Tom 
Manzer, who is involved in the ministry, to send me 
an update and a couple of pictures.– Brigitta Hofer 

 

 UPDATE FROM 

 BIENVENIDOS A BROOKINGS  

by Tom Manzer, Treasurer 
 

      Ironically, on the day I received Brigitta’s request to submit this update we 
learned that Michael Foods, an egg processing facility near Flandreau that employs a 
number of Latinos, had closed until at least April 27 due to Coronavirus-related is-
sues.  Nitza Rubenstein, owner of Fajitas Restaurant and our trusted Latina friend in 
Flandreau, said she was receiving several requests for assistance.  Maseca and dia-
pers, in that order, were the top two items requested.  Maseca is a corn-based flour 
Latinos use to prepare tortillas and has become difficult to find since the Covid-19 
pandemic began.  Late that afternoon Nitza called and said her Hispanic food suppli-
er would sell seven 40-pound bags of maseca to Bienvenidos.  We gave Nitza the 
green light and she delivered the bags to seven needy families yet that evening.  
Those seven families, two of which are headed by single mothers, included 31 chil-
dren!    
      Bienvenidos continues to receive an outpouring of support.  Letters containing 
donations have postmarks from Bridgewater, Freeman, Marion and Menno.  Thank 
you!  Twice in the last month my wife, Jeannie, and I have met a couple from Free-
man in Sioux Falls to collect meat and eggs and deliver to Flandreau.  Nitza received 
a freezer (literally) full of food from a farmer in Minnesota.  We don’t have his name 
but we know there is a family connection to your area.  We delivered a gift of more 
than 200 pounds of cheese from the SDSU Dairy Plant.  Our president Marilyn Hil-
dreth picked up meat from the Catholic Parish in Ortonville, MN.  We would be at a 
loss of how to meet the needs without this wonderful generosity.   
                                                                                             Continued on next page 
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     Our members are attempting to be as alert as possible during this pan-
demic to the concerns of our Latino friends and contacts.  Fortunately, 
milk cows produce a product that needs to be harvested daily so that pro-
vides job security for the workers.  But we know going to work every day 
increases the chance of exposure to the coronavirus.  To help with their 
safety some of our members have recently launched an effort to sew protec-
tive masks for workers and their families. The group was at 200 masks and 
counting at the time I wrote this! 
      Unfortunately, our ESL classes have been halted due to Covid-19.  We 
miss them and so do the students.  The classes were more than just an op-
portunity to teach English.  We became friends with the students and, for 
those with families, with their young children.  The classes provided the 
sense of security that led to Latinos opening up about their needs or prob-
lems that we could help them with.  It’s more difficult to maintain contact 
now, of course, but Nitza keeps us well connect-
ed with those with the most serious needs.  
March and April were going to be busy months 
providing transportation to immigration court 
but those proceedings were postponed. 
       It hasn’t even been two years since Bien-
venidos a Brookings was formed and just over a 
year since we were introduced to you.  Speaking 
for my fellow members, our lives have been en-
riched by our work.  We know our efforts are 
making a difference.  Yes, the food assistance, 
the help with transportation and the English 
classes are important.  But, above all else, treat-
ing our new Latino neighbors with dignity and as 
fellow humans who matter is the most important 
work we do.  Thank you for helping us make this 
connection! 

Please note: Twyla Hofer’s name was omitted from the thanks given for the 

masks provided for HMC.  Twyla Hofer sewed all of the masks.  Monica Clem pro-

vided the material. “Thank you both!” 

Looking for the MCC 100 yr. anniversary write up from Norman Hofer?  Due to a 

circumstance beyond our control, the article will be continued in the August issue.   
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A little over a year ago our church board made the decision for our congregation to 
assist the Jeff, Rebel, Maisie, Autumn, and Darby Hurd family, who lost their home 
in a devastating fire on the evening of February 3rd.  The house was declared a total 
loss.  In addition to essentially losing all of their belongings, their 3 cars were also 
totaled.  Their home was located near the intersection of 268th St and 437th Ave, just 
south of the line between Hutchinson and McCook counties, just west of my farm. 
Thank you again to our members for their generous support of the Hurds. 
       Brigitta Hofer  
 “In a more recent communication with Rebel she told me when the number of posi-
tive COVID cases reached 39 they stopped counting!”  
 

An Update on Church on the Street and the Hurd Family 
 
      Church on the Street, a ministry who walks alongside those living in poverty and 
homelessness is a congregation comprised of great diversity in the areas of socio-
economics and culture. Some Church on the Street members may be living on the 
streets, while others are in shelters, abandoned cars, or couch surfing. Over the past 
several years many folks have become housed and come back to worship and to gath-
er as a church community. People are encouraged to lead and many have become 
leaders in the church. Worship and street ministry provides opportunities for leaders 
to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ while nurturing the faith of the entire congre-
gation. Basically, we show up and are the church to people who rarely are welcomed 
into traditional church communities…and it is wonderful. I look forward to when I 
can come and share stories with this wonderful congregation.  
       I graduate from Luther Seminary in St. Paul with my Master of Divinity Degree 
on May 31st and will complete my year-long internship at St. John American Luther-
an Church in early fall. Leading and assisting at two churches has been difficult and 
trying during this past year, to say the least. Time has been divided up, days are very 
long, and well…days off have not really existed.  Then…Covid-19 hit. The congrega-
tion of Church on the Street has been hit VERY hard by this with over 22 positive 
cases so far and growing. We are taking food to people on the streets and to people in 
motels who have been “placed there” for safety. There is another organization bring-
ing food too, but when folks call us, they are looking for the pastoral care that has 
accompanied the food we bring since the beginning. It is what we do. You might 
think of it as having coffee with your pastor or coming to the church in small groups. 
We often arrive with food. The kind that feeds the body, and the Word that feeds the 
soul. 
      Even amid COVID-19, we are still providing free laundry with our laundry minis-
try. Laundry with Love blossomed out of the genuine relationships formed on the 
street. When the need for clean laundry was identified, it became a ministry of COTS. 
Due to the financial crisis, as of late, the need for this ministry has grown by leaps 
and bounds. Instead of a two-hour window, we now provide laundry for 8 hours at a 
time to help us follow the CDC guidelines and having less than 10 people in the laun-
dromat. Quarters, tide pods, and dryer sheets are in great demand.  
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    As far as our family goes, we cannot wait to rebuild on the farm. We had no idea all 
that would need to go into this process. Just as we had no idea our lives would be 
turned upside down and we would lose our home in a devastating fire. It has been 
just over a year now and there is not a single day that goes by that we do not speak of 
our desire to get back out there. The quiet, our sweet neighbors, our animals, the trac-
tors going by, the stars…you get it.  
     We purchased a home to live in during this transition time, after being given good 
advice to take it slow. And, now that you all know the ministry side of it. You might 
understand that God comes first. Finishing the call of seminary, finishing internship, 
and now, being there for our folks on the street in these new times of COVID-19. 
These things come first. Although I, Rebel, am the one called to serve, Jeff and the 
girls actively serve too. We are a typical clergy family I guess.  To update you on the 
kids, Maisie is working in Sioux City as a behavioral therapist, Autumn graduates 
from college next week and has been accepted to USD Medical School and hopes to 
practice rural medicine, and Darby is a freshman in college in Lincoln, Ne. Autumn 
and Darby are with us since they were sent home from college due to the virus.  

      We pray the offers still stand to help us knock 
the house down, fill it in, and level the ground.  
We hope to work on that this summer to be able 
to see the blank slate and figure out what goes 
next such as rural water, electricity, plumbing. 
The adventure continues and we will trust God 
through every part of it. We give thanks for your 
support. For your continued words of encourage-
ment and prayers. May the Lord bless you and 
keep you all! 
 
Love, the Hurd family 
 

 

Pictured Above;  

Back Row Darby Hurd; Front 
Row 2nd from left Rebel Hurd; 
4th from left Autumn Hurd 

 

To the right; 

2nd from left: Rebel Hurd 
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BETHANY FOOD PANTRY 

submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

Throughout recent years we have designated the Bethany Food Pantry as a pro-
ject on more than one occasion.  Sam and Linda Sorensen are the organizers for 
this worthwhile cause in Freeman and I requested an update from them.  The 
Bethany Food Pantry was established in September of 2002 with funds from the 
Bethany Hofer Trust Ministry. I did not realize the Hofer Trust Fund also pro-
vided for other needy causes, such as Hope Prison Ministry, the Banquet in 
Sioux Falls, and the Contact Center/Food Pantry in Yankton, which includes a 
one-time financial assistance need for prescription medications. The Center is 
not the same as the Banquet, our July Congregational Ministries project.  Sam 
and Linda provided information on all of these organizations.  I will focus on 
the Freeman Bethany Food Pantry, but will share with you how the 2020 budg-
et of $184,000.00 is broken down: Bethany Food Pantry $87,000.00, Sioux 
Falls Hope Prison Ministry $30,000.00, Sioux Falls Banquet $23,000.00, and 
Yankton Contact Center/Food Pantry $44,000.00. 
     Two years ago, 586 families within the Freeman area visited the food pantry, 
with an average of 48.8 families per month, up 5 from the previous year.  Last 
year 1838 total individuals visited the Food Pantry, with an average of 153 indi-
viduals per month, up 98 from the previous year.  836 were children, with an 
average of 70 children per month, up 104 from the previous year.  As a result of 
the high demand for the staples provided and the need for rationing resources, 
families have been limited to one visit per month.  On a monthly basis, approxi-
mately $7,400.00 worth of staples are distributed. 
      In September of 2014, the Food Pantry ventured into a new ministry called 
the Sack Pack Program.  The Pantry offers weekend meals to our elementary 
school children filled with nutritious, easy to prepare meals and snacks.  They 
offer this to grades K-6th, designed specifically for families in need.  During the 
last 12 months 840 sacks have been given out, with an average of 21 packs per 
week. 
     On Mondays of each week Sam and Linda organize the pantry, and move the 
food on hand forward so incoming food can be placed behind the food on hand 
in order to keep the food fresh.  On Tuesday’s the food is delivered from the lo-
cal stores and they put the food away on the shelves, a job which sometimes 
goes into Wednesday’s.  On Thursday’s they do more organizing and put out 
clothes or other donations that are not normally found at the pantry.  The Hofer 
Trust Fund states that funds are to be spent only on food and clothing, thus 
eliminating personal care products. As a separate project, two local youth have 
been donating birthday bags for the children that arrive at the Pantry. 
        Cont. on next page 
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       The Pantry is open on Friday’s from 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. 
and every 3rd Friday the Feeding South Dakota food 
truck arrives from 12:30 – 1:30. 
      “COVID-19 has made an impact on the Food Pantry.  
Some people are now not working full time and as a re-
sult we have had an increase of new patrons.  We have 
no idea where COVID-19 is going to lead us in the next 
month, as well as the next year.  We can only pray to our 
Heavenly Father and ask for His guidance in this mat-
ter,” state Sam and Linda. 
      If anyone is interested in the other reports, I received 
on the Hofer Trust Fund ministries, please don’t hesi-
tate to let me know and I will send them to you.  I am 

thankful Sam and Linda are so dedicated to the Food Pantry!!                               
Brigitta Hofer           

 

Hi.  
My name is  

Genna Kramer.  
 

I am almost 10 years old. 
I live with my dad Jarrod, my mom Bekka and my broth-
er Joey. 
I have several pets too! 2 dogs, a steer, a heifer, 5 lambs 
and 6 bottle fed calves.  

When at home on the farm I work cattle with my 
Poppa Wally, Joey, daddy and even Bekka helps out 
too! I also enjoy baking and watching baking chal-
lenge shows. 
My favorite thing to do is train my 4- H project ani-
mals to prepare for the county fair this summer. 
This summer I am going to Swan Lake and sleeping 
over for the first time and I am extremely excited! 
I look forward to seeing my friends again soon or 
when school starts. 
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HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the last Wednesday of the month.** Thank you. 

 

Hutterthal is still needing a 

person to volunteer for the 

position of Adult Supt. Assis-

tant. This person will be the 

Assit. to  the Adult Supt. Bar-

bie Hofer, and will become 

Adult Supt. in fall.   

Could this be you?  

Please volunteer to Education Board Chair-

man Barbie Hofer 

Walk to Beautiful  

by Jimmy Wayne 

submitted by Charlene Friesen 

One person truly can make a difference. Ask Jimmy 
Wayne. This is the true tale of the real life, though per-
haps unbelievable, childhood of a boy who met a certain 
man and woman who made all the difference in his life. 
They say it is a miracle that Jimmy even survived child-
hood; homeless, hungry, neglected, and abandoned at 

the bus depot miles from a familiar city. But not only did he survive, he has 
a heart for other children in the foster system, particularly those about to 
age out. He credits who he is today all because of the love and acceptance of 
this couple, saying of Bea Costner ‘She changed every cell in my body’. 

An update the Pictoral Directory. is 
happening!!  Does your page in the 
directory need a update?  Any 
change of your information on 
your page.  Please send the picture 
and updated information to  
hutterthal@goldenwest.net or put 
any changes in Kathy Pullman’s 
mail box @ HMC.  

 All info goes to Kathy  
by July 12. 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

