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Update from Flandreau 

 We have been informed by our friends from Flandreau that a new fund has 
begun for immigrants in SD by several charitable organizations which in-
cludes Bienvenidos a Brookings,  Caminando Juntos, SD Voices for Peace 
and several others.  This state wide fund is being administered by the SD 
Dream Coalition.  This fund is an effort to provide accelerated, short term fi-
nancial assistance to immigrant families who have minimal access to state or 
federal support. Because of COVID 19, some have fewer resources available 
to meet their immediate needs.  The fund helps with rent/mortgage assis-
tance, healthcare expenses, groceries/utilities, child care etc.  Criteria for re-
ceiving these funds are for immigrant families who do not qualify for stimu-
lus funding, unemployment benefits, those who do not have a Social Security 
number, people who have been forced out of stable housing etc. 

Checks can be made payable to “Emergency Relief Fund for Im-
migrants.”  Mail it to:207 E. Capitol Box 296,  Pierre, SD 57501 

Bienvenidos a Brookings continue to aid immigrants of Flandreau with their 
food needs, health needs, rent payments etc.  Just recently they helped Nitza 
organize a Dakota Dental Bus for a week (parked on the school grounds in 
Flandreau),  where they take children to be attended to by professional den-
tists. Nitza interprets for the immigrants and helps them fill out needed pa-
pers for their care.  Because immigration courts are closed, there is no travel 
expenses at this time but the need remains great for monetary gifts.  Checks 
can be made to “Bienvenidos a Brookings” (memo: Flandreau 
Project) This fund is not a (501 (c) (3)  OR to “Brookings Foundation 
(memo:  Bienvenidos a Brookings) a 501 (c) (3)  Mail to Tom Man-
zer, 929  4th St.  Brookings, SD 57006 
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 6) Chris & Melissa Hofer 
 7) Doug and Becky McCune 
22) Galen Hofer & Stephanie Phibbs 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 1)  Ben Friesen 
 4) Jennifer Kleinsasser 
 8) Rylea Timmerman 
 8) Guss Timmerman 
10) Gunnar Tschetter 
12) Dustin Tschetter 
15)  Stewart Hofer  
15) Suzanne Koerner 

19) Charmaine Ries 
19) Peyton McCune 
20)  Jerome Kleinsasser 
22)  Emma Hofer  
23) Dennie Hofer 
25)  Ross Hofer  
26) Gary Tschetter 

     “You crown the year with your bounty, and Your carts overflow with abun-

dance; the grasslands of the desert overflow and the hills are clothed in glad-

ness.  The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with 

grain, they shout for joy and sing.” Psalm 65: 11-13  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 

Lord, not for men.” Colossians 3:23 

     Dear Lord, August has come to an end, closing the door of summer and 
opening the door to autumn.  Leaves will begin to be freckled with gold.  The 
schoolhouse doors have opened, and we ask your blessing upon our educators 
as they strive to teach the minds and hearts of our young people.  May we all 
be ready to comfort, rejoice, or just listen, as we all pray for our teachers and 
our children.  Thank you for being our Master Teacher. We seek your grace to 
strengthen us as we are reminded of the lives of loved ones who have been 
lost on 9-11, a day of anguish for our country and our world. Thank you for 
the Labor Day Holiday.  Bless our work and our careers for your glory, as you 
are our sustainer, the one who gives us strength to work, minds to envision, 
and hearts to persevere.   Amen August      Attendance      Income 

July 26 36  $1,305 

Aug.  2 64  $2,795.25 

Aug.  9 61  $2,271 

Aug. 16 56  $981 

Aug. 23 38  $1,160 

September Projects 

Mennonite Women/Men 

MCUSA– Cash 
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Refugees, The MCC Story continued    

 by Norman Hofer 

 Of all the many pictures taken in Russia, none is 

more precious to me than this one taken in the Mennonite 

village of Heirshau, Molotschna, Ukraine.  We had a won-

derful visit with Margaret Plett in her home.  She had a hap-

py disposition, we laughed a lot.  She showed us family pic-

tures and her modest home.   

  Margaret's father and four brothers were taken away and sent to Sibe-

ria, never to heard from again.  The mother and daughters remained in 

Heirshau.  In 1943 they had opportunity to migrate to Saskatchewan, Canada.  

A relative had offered to sponsor them and support them in Canada.  The 

mother failed an eye exam and was refused entrance to Canada.  She would 

need to return to Russia.  Margaret said she will return with the mother, the 

other daughters should go on to Canada. 

 This is a picture of contrasts, Vernon 

Hofer's great grandfather decided to mi-

grate to North America in 1879, Margaret's 

ancestors chose to remain in Russia.  Mar-

garet's ancestors survived the Russian Revo-

lution of 1917 and the famine of the early 

1920's.  Her family was shattered when the 

father and sons were sent to Siberia as pun-

ishment because they were German.   

 What a difference migration can 

make! The villages of Hutterthal and Heirshau were only about 50 miles apart.  

One simply choice back in 1879 can change the entire family story.   

  A recent United Nations report states there are more refugees today 

than any time in history of the world.  War and political upheaval cause refu-

gees to flee in Lebanon, Syria, Palestine,  Democratic Republic of Congo and 

many countries around the world, many end up living in refugee camps as dis-

placed persons for years and even decades.  MCC strives to provide food, hous-

ing, clothing, schooling and medical care in refugee camps. 

(Continued on next page) 
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 It is important to remember, the Jesus we worship every Sunday, was 

a refugee in a foreign country probably before his first birthday.  His parents 

fled because of religious persecution and to save the life of their young son.  

These refugees are doing the same thing, trying to make a better life for their 

children.   

           Most of Hutterthal's forefathers were immigrants back in in 1870's 
when coming to America.  There is one major difference between the 1870's 
and 2020.  Our fore fathers were wanted immigrants!  Canada and the Unit-
ed States competed for new immigrants.  Canada set aside 25 townships, 
over half a million acres, reserved strictly for Mennonites. Come to Canada! 
      The states of Kansas, Nebraska, Dakota Territory, Minnesota wanted new 
settlers. The railroads sent agents to the ports in New York, Germany and 
even to Russia inviting immigrants to settle in their state.  The proposed new 
townships with 36 square miles were measured out, then divided into four 
equal 160 acre quarter section farms.  Take your pick, file a claim, build a 
small house, make it a farm, and after five years it is yours forever for you 
and your children. Total cost $18.00 per farm. Welcome to America!  Thank 
you for coming to our country. 
     Today it seems no country wants immigrants.  They are not welcome, of-
ten forced to live in refugee camps, threatened for being returned to their 
home country.  Very few services are provided for them.   They and their chil-
dren are not wanted! 
 
************************************************************************ 

TODAY 

will never come again. 

Be a blessing. Be a friend. 

Encourage someone. Take 

time to care. Let your  

words heal and not wound. 
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Swan Lake Christian Camp  

this summer: 

submitted by Suzanne Koerner 

After a spring filled with hunkering 
at home and distancing from other 
people, many children and youth 
were itching to get together this summer.  Summer camps across the country 
had to make hard decisions on whether it was safe to be open.  In fact, corona-
virus forced 62% of summer camps to close this season.  Swan Lake camp was 
not one of them.  Our church gave out 6 scholarships, and our campers had 
great experiences. 
     In a letter to parents at the end of May, Executive director, Jerry Kroeker 
wrote, “After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to host camps 
this summer.  We will do everything we can to insure your child’s safety and 
trust that God will do the rest.  We believe that Jesus Christ will be present 
here this summer.”  The letter outlined a safety strategy which emphasized a 
lot of time outdoors, temperature checks, frequent hand-washing and height-
ened hygiene and sanitation practices, among other precautions. 
     Swan Lake took a huge financial hit with virtually all large groups and fami-
ly reunions cancelled.  Still, Jerry sees the summer as a success. “Our numbers 
ran about 87% of last year and ran with minimal disruptions.  Meals were of-
fered outside and temperatures were taken before breakfast.”  Despite the 
tight financial situation,  the bathhouse project is moving forward with the 
floor being poured in early August and the rafters put up two weeks later. 

Swan Lake camper reports 

Autumn Rouse—10th grade 

     In my experience, Swan Lake Camp was a wonderful time to meet lots of 
amazing people and make new friends.  Every year that I have come to camp, 
I’ve made bonds with my cabin that are unlike bonds that I’ve made anywhere 
else.  One of the many pleasures that I enjoyed at camp was their delicious 
food.  Thanks so much to Hutterthal Church for providing a scholarship to 
help me attend this year. 
 

Jada Koerner—10th grade 

     My experience at camp was really good.  Because of COVID, chapel was 
held outside which made it more enjoyable.  The speaker was really good.  He 
spoke about problems that people of our age have.  One of our counselors got 
baptized after campfire one night, & one of the campers decided she was ready 
to take that step so she was also baptized that night.  Camp was a really good 
experience & seeing those people make that commitment was really moving. 
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Jada Koerner describes herself as weird and energetic.  Her parents think of 
her as persistent and determined. The youngest of Todd and Suzanne 
Koerner’s four children, she is 15 years old and is just beginning her sopho-
more year at Freeman Academy.  Some of Jada’s favorite things to do involve 

working with animals.  She shows cattle at the fair 
and works with them during the summer, training 
them to lead, grooming and feeding them.  She 
has had many pets over the years, including a pair 
of orphaned raccoons which she raised and re-
leased one summer.  She envisions going to col-
lege and getting a degree in a wildlife or environ-
mental field. 
     Someone who has been a great influence in 
Jada’s life has been her grandma, Donna Koerner.  
“Grandma taught me how to sew.  When I came 
along, she had retired from milking cows, so she 
had a lot of time to spend with me.  When I was 
little, I always thought she owned the Turner 
County Fair, because she was the president of it 

for a period of years.  I was always proud of that.  I miss her a lot.”   
     Jada’s favorite subjects in school are biological 
sciences and math.  She runs cross country and 
track and loves to play basketball.  Music is also im-
portant to Jada.  She plays the French Horn, piano, 
and the ukulele.  In the summer months, Jada is a 
good helper on the farm.  Though she does not like 
to weed in the garden, she helps by baking breads 
each week for the Farmer’s market and assists her 
sister, Lillie, pick, wash and package produce.  She 
is looking forward to having her sister, Clara, teach 
English at school, and getting to be an aunt later in 
the year. She also has an older brother, Andrew. 

Jada Koerner 
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 FOREST GUMP AND ST. PETER 

When Forest Gump died, he stood in front of St. Peter at the Pearly Gates.  St. 
Peter said, “Welcome, Forest.  We’ve heard a lot about you.” He continued, 
“Unfortunately, it’s getting pretty crowded up here and we find that we now 
have to give people an entrance examination before we let them in.” 

“Okay,” said Forest. “I hope it’s not too hard.  I’ve already been through a test.  
My Momma used to say, “Life is like a final exam.  It’s hard.” 

“Yes, Forest, I know.  But this test is only three questions.  Here they are.” 

1.Which two days of the week begin with the letter “T?” 

2.How many seconds are in a year? 

3.What is God’s first name? 

“Well, sir,” said Forest, “The first one is easy.  Which two days of the week 
begin with the letter ‘T’?  Today and Tomorrow.” 

St. Peter looked surprised and said, “Well, that wasn’t the answer I was looking 
for, but you have a point.  I give you credit for that answer.” 

“The next question,” said Forest, “How many seconds are in a year? Twelve.” 

“Twelve?” said St. Peter, surprised and confused. 

“Yes, sir.  January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd……….” 

St. Peter interrupted him.  “I see what you mean.  I’ll have to give you credit for 
that one too.” 

“And the last question,” said Forest. “What is God’s first name?  It’s Andy.” 

“Andy?” said St. Peter in shock.  “How did you come up with Andy?” 

“I learned it in church.  We used to sing about it.” Forest broke into song. 
“Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me, Andy tells me I am his own.” 

St. Peter opened the gate to heaven and said, “Run, Forest, Run!” 
 

Pass it on.  Give someone else a reason to smile. �  
 
    submitted by Brigitta Hofer 
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     Lord Jesus, bless these backpacks 
and the student who carries it as they 
begin a new school year. Help them to 
discover and develop the gifts You have 
given them. Allow them to be the best 
student they can be, reaching out to 
others and setting good examples to all 
they  meet.  
     As these students carry backpacks, 
may they be reminded of Your love and 
care that surrounds them each day.  
Give them confidence when they are 
anxious, comfort when they are afraid, 
and encouragement when they are 
tired. 
      We pray as well for the teachers and 
administrators, whatever their role, 
guide them to do it with faithfulness in 
You. Amen 
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“SILVER LININGS” 

COVID 19 – How that word and that number have become a part of our every-
day lives!  Most of us are just tired of it and want it to go away – and not re-
turn!  We have all experienced the difficult side of living with the pandemic, 
some more intensely than others.  There is an old saying that “beneath every 
cloud there is a silver lining.”  A silver lining is a sign of hope or a positive as-
pect in an otherwise negative situation.  Our great and loving God has not 
abandoned us during this time.  A survey was recently placed in our mailboxes 
asking Hutterthal families to share how they have experienced His many 
blessings during this unusual time.  Together we can rejoice over our many 
blessings! Signing the survey was optional. 

 

--   More family time than usual.  We rejoice in the fact that we live in an area 
of less people and fewer cases of COVID. (anonymous) 
 

-I didn’t mind the slower pace of life.  Not having meetings to go to when the 
weather was stormy was a welcome relief.  I’ve gotten better at using electron-
ic meeting platforms.  I think they are a good option for keeping in touch 
across the miles. (anonymous) 
 

   --I am so glad to get our church family back!  It’s amazing how not going to 
church on Sunday morning just goofs up your whole week.  Thankful for Hut-
terthal Mennonite Church. (anonymous) 
 

--   For me my problems started before the Coronavirus scare started.  I need-
ed 2 surgeries the latter half of 2019 and the Lord blessed me with a good sur-
geon and healing so that I recovered completely.  It was my third health prob-
lem, arthritis in my S L joint, which does not allow me to attend church any-
more.  But even in that situation, I can get away from my pain by sitting in my 
lift chair, which I feel is a blessing.  As I get older there are many things I can-
not do anymore.  But I ask the Lord for help and He always answers my pray-
ers.  Many times, it is different than I expected but He does answer.  Concern-
ing the coronavirus, I have asked Him for wisdom to be careful, and if per-
chance I do get infected, I know He is still with me and will help me then also.  
He blesses me daily.  -  ARDELLA GROSS 
 

--Visiting folks outside.  -  LES RENSINK 

--Our blessing was spending lots of time with our grandchildren.  Barbie be-
came their teacher for the remaining school year.  We found a meal from my 
childhood that they all love.  “German Noodles.”  Love our kiddos!!  -  
LYNDON & BARBIE HOFER                                  (Continued on next page) 
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     When COVID-19 hit, I lost my job as food service director at Freeman Acade-
my for a few days, but began working in a different capacity cooking for the 
dorm kids and monitoring their home studies while the dorm parent was able 
to take a break.  This allowed me not only to keep working, but to connect with 
those students on a level I would not have been able to otherwise achieve.  -  
 SUZANNE KOERNER 
 
-  -After some time had passed two of my daughters, Robin and Stephanie, and 
their families came to the farm on several Saturday’s to spend time with me and 
help with the many tasks, inside and outside, that I needed help with.  It was 
just so nice to have someone around and all I had to do was provide fulfilling 
meals!  We did not mention these week-end visits to my older daughter, Kelly, 
that works in health care.  She was putting in LONG hours at the hospital and 
would not have approved of our social times, although we tried to be careful by 
not hugging, not getting too close to each other etc. and knew she would be con-
cerned about keeping me safe.  This plan went fine until Stephanie cut 3 fingers 
with the electric hedge trimmer and ended up in ER.  At that point we called 
Kelly for medical advice.  We all got our lecture about being together and then 
advice…..  It was a blessing having family at the farm so often, and praise the 
Lord that Stephanie did not cut any tendons or lose any fingers!!   
-BRIGITTA HOFER  
 

--Our blessing is being able to still be in touch with family by email, texts, 
phone calls, and visits.  DARLENE HOFER. 

--The 4th of July weekend we managed a little getaway to Lanesboro, MN to do 
some bicycle trail riding.  Saturday evening we relaxed in porch chairs and lis-
tened to live music up the street.  On our way home the van decided to dump its 
transmission fluid all over I-90.  That meant an emergency tow back to 
Worthington, an unplanned night in a motel, an extra day off work and waiting 
in the lobby for the mechanic to sort out the trouble.  The problem was a broken 
tube to the oil cooler.  It could be fixed easily and there wasn’t any evidence of 
damage to the gearing.  We had another day together and performed the trans-
mission flush that is usually recommended at 100,000 miles all in dramatic 
fashion.  DENNIS & MARCIA SCHROCK 

--I suppose the biggest silver lining for me was the gas savings from being able 
to work at home and not having to drive to Yankton every day.  That lasted from 
late March to late May, when our office opened back up.  JOHN CLEM 

(Continued on  next page) 
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--I enjoyed “playing teacher” as I helped my granddaughter do her homework.  
CHARLENE FRIESEN 

--During the months of COVID-19, I saw the silver lining in 2 areas regarding 
being church chair.  First, it was great to see how resilient people are in finding 
new paths to continue on, or move forward, with church work.  Thanks to tech-
nology and Chad Hofer we never missed a church board meeting or search com-
mittee meeting.  This opened the door for the future so if there is a blizzard, we 
can still meet.  Second, while this is changing a bit now, the availability of dates 
to schedule meetings was great.  No one had anything on their calendars, so any 
time you wanted to schedule a meeting, it worked for everyone.  Maybe it 
helped us look at our busy lives and ponder about whether we want to go back 
to that kind of busyness again or make a few changes.  EDIE TSCHETTER 

 

We are grateful to God for the blessings he has granted us, and thank you for 
sharing the blessings you have been granted.  As believers, God’s blessings are 
meant to protect us, guide us, and give us hope.                               Brigitta Hofer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trustees would like to thank Chad Hofer for getting and helping 

install new sanctuary lights.  

    From the Trustees, 

Donovan Friesen, Paul Hofer Jr. and Lyndon Hofer  
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News from MCC 
 

Mennonite Central Committee is looking to fill several essential positions in the U.S. 
and around the world. We hope you’ll consider applying or give encouragement to 
someone else who might be interested in serving with MCC. 
 
Canner Operator: MCC is looking for new canner operators! This two year service 
term is unique and offers the opportunity to travel around the U.S. and Canada, work-
ing as a team while meeting new people! Check out https://mcc.org/get-involved/
canning for details! 
 

Director of MCC U.S. National Advocacy and Program: Are you a team leader 
ready to provide vision, develop strong relationships with diverse groups and engage 
in policy advocacy? MCC is currently looking for the Director of MCC U.S. National 
Advocacy and Program. The director is a senior management position in MCC U.S., 
responsible for the overall leadership and coordination of advocacy and national pro-
gram. Find out more and apply at mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/director-mcc-
us-national-advocacy-program 

UN Office Program and Communications Coordinator: Are you, or someone you 
know, passionate about advocacy and raising the voice of the grassroots on a global 
level? MCC is currently searching for the UN Office Program and Communications 
Coordinator. The position carries significant advocacy, research, analysis, writing, 
speaking, networking, and event planning responsibilities, as well as office admin-
istration. Application deadline is Sept 7, 2020. For more information or to apply please 
visit mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/mcc-un-office-program-communications-
coordinator 

Seed Program: Hola! Estas interesado(a) en aprender o practicar tu español? 
MCC is looking for young adults for its Seed programs in Colombia and Guatemala/El 
Salvador which offer experiential learning and formation focused on Reflection, Servi-
ce and Peacebuilding. Application deadline is October 19, 2020. For more information 
or to apply, please visit https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings  

Make sure you test positive for Faith. 

Keep your distance from doubt,  

and isolate yourself from fear. 

Trust in God through it all. 

Amen 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcc.org%2Fget-involved%2Fcanning&data=02%7C01%7CTinaSchrag%40mcc.org%7C3b7370747a724161b62508d842be6fc8%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637332733037117979&sdata=G6gPernHkmW0bozMoxE
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcc.org%2Fget-involved%2Fcanning&data=02%7C01%7CTinaSchrag%40mcc.org%7C3b7370747a724161b62508d842be6fc8%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637332733037117979&sdata=G6gPernHkmW0bozMoxE
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmcc.org%252Fget-involved%252Fserve%252Fopenings%252Fdirector-mcc-us-national-advocacy-program%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2I3l0_xAKP0raxixvwQtzdvrGaOc8TBu
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmcc.org%252Fget-involved%252Fserve%252Fopenings%252Fdirector-mcc-us-national-advocacy-program%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2I3l0_xAKP0raxixvwQtzdvrGaOc8TBu
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmcc.org%252Fget-involved%252Fserve%252Fopenings%252Fmcc-un-office-program-communications-coordinator%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR3TgApLbnqJJNyYcH4n7UGLhTy
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fmcc.org%252Fget-involved%252Fserve%252Fopenings%252Fmcc-un-office-program-communications-coordinator%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR3TgApLbnqJJNyYcH4n7UGLhTy
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcc.org%2Fget-involved%2Fserve%2Fopenings&data=02%7C01%7CTinaSchrag%40mcc.org%7C3b7370747a724161b62508d842be6fc8%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637332733037137967&sdata=dMCXYatEaw
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HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the last Wednesday of the month.** Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Proving”  
By Beverly Lewis  

Book review by Joline Thomas  
 

   Amid all the concerns, fears, prayers and precautions 

of the Covid 19 virus I found “The Proving” a very nice 

escape.  I took pleasure in being able to “lose” myself in 

the plot that Beverly Lewis wove around Mandy Dienner 

and her story.  It is a prodigal child story of grief, friend-

ship,  conviction, forgiveness, self discovery, love and 

looking to the future.  I am going to be mean at this 

point in the review and not give away any more details.  

Beverly Lewis again delivers an enjoyable work to join her many others.  I 

encourage you to check it out and “lose” yourself in the twists and turns 

that take place at The Butterfly Meadows Bed and Breakfast 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

