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Rural Insights  
Reflections from Pastor Randall 

Deep and True: Our Lenten Theme 

From Ash Wednesday on February 17 to Easter on April 4, we journey 
the season of Lent, 40 days of wilderness that mirror the experience of Jesus in 
the gospels and the nation of Israel in the Pentateuch. Wilderness is a place in 
scripture filled with the potential for transformation, repentance, and renewal. 
What is most interesting to me about Lent 2021 is that it feels like we have 
been in the wilderness for almost a year now, so I’m not sure that we are enter-
ing the Lenten wilderness as much as we might be reflecting more on our time 
in the wilderness thus far. God speaks in the wilderness, and maybe you have 
heard or been reminded of something that God has been speaking to you dur-
ing this past year. Or, maybe what you’re finding out is that this pandemic has 
required you to think a lot about your values or what is most important to you, 
what I am calling those things in our lives that are deep and true.  
 Our first week of Lent reminded us and inspired us toward deep rela-
tionship with God, our neighbors, our enemies, and creation. We do not serve a 
God who is distant, somewhere far away pulling the strings of what is happen-
ing on earth but too important to be annoyed with humanity’s problems. God is 
intimately aware of each of us, our longings and needs, from the hairs on the 
top of our heads to the callouses on our feet and toes. Coming up this week, we 
focus on an integral and life-changing aspect of relationship with God and each 
other: commitment. Commitment is what keeps us in our marriages, friend-
ships, church, and families. We choose every day or every week or every month 
that where we are and who we are with are where we are going to stay and who 
we are going to stay with. This might seem like an oversimplified reminder, but 
in an economy that rewards impulse purchased, getting rid of the old or out of 
style, and frequently buying the latest thing, we must remember that commit-
ment is a deep and true part of all of our lives.        (Continued on next page) 
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The following list is our Lenten scriptures and titles until Easter Sunday: 

February 21  Genesis 9:1-17  Deep Relationship 

February 28  Genesis 17:1-8; 15-22 Deep Commitment 

March 7   Exodus 20:1-26  Deep Wisdom 

March 14   Numbers 21:1-9  Deep Healing 

March 21   Jeremiah 31:1-34  Deep Growth 

March 28   Isaiah 50:1-11 (Palms) Deep Hope 

April 4   Isaiah 25:1-12 (Easter) Deep Living 

You are welcome to read ahead and prepare for our worship services together. 
You are also welcome to email, text, or call me about any new insights that you 
learn as you encounter the scriptures. 

Happenings at Hutterthal  
on Feb. 21st, first Sunday of  Lent 

Brigitta Hofer did a Children's 

time about being scared and 

how God is always with us! 

Amy Hofer Vetch shared infor-

mation on our new Hymnal  (see 

this information in this publica-

tion) 
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MARCH OBSERVANCES- From Brigitta Hofer 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME:  Daylight Savings Time starts Sunday, March 14, 
2021.  It starts on the second Sunday of March in the United States, with the ex-
ception of Hawaii and most of AZ.  Clocks are turned forward one hour from 
2 am to 3am.  Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour later on March 14 than the 
day before.  There will be more light in the evening. The current March-November 
system the US follows began in 2007, but the concept of “saving daylight” is much 
older.  It’s debatable how it began, but Benjamin Franklin appeared to have first 
mentioned it in 1764, but it wasn’t widely used until more than a century later.  
During World War I several countries implemented it to cut artificial lighting so 
troops could conserve fuel for the war.  The US didn’t standardize the system until 
1966. 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY:  St. Patrick’s Day will be celebrated in many areas around 
the country on March 17, 2021. St. Patrick was born in Britain at the end of the 
fourth century.  After enduring various trials, his mission became teaching the peo-
ple of Ireland about Christianity.  St. Patrick’s Day began as a religious holiday to 
honor St. Patrick, who died on March 17, 461. It is the most visible day for celebrat-
ing and learning about Irish culture. 
FIRST DAY OF SPRING: The first day of Spring begins on Saturday, March 
20, 2021 and ends Sunday, June 20, 2021. The first day of Spring is when the sun 
shines directly on the celestial equator passing from south to north and the length 
of day and night are almost the same, approximately 12 hours, with daytime length 
increasing and nighttime length decreasing as the season progresses. This is re-
ferred to as astronomical spring or the March equinox or vernal equinox. Spring 
starts at different times around the planet because of the different time zones. 
PASSOVER:  The Passover is the celebration of the Jews being freed from Egypt, 
known as the Exodus.  Passover lasts from sundown on March 27, 2021, to sun-
down on April 4, 2021.  Passover is typically celebrated with a feast called a seder 
on the first evening of the holiday.  While everyone’s individual celebration may 
vary, the typical seder has prayers, symbols, and blessings.  The seder plate typical-
ly holds matzoh (unleavened bread), maror (bitter herbs), chazeret (bitter lettuce, 
often romaine), charoset (a nut and fruit paste), karpos (a vegetable, often parsley, 
dipped in salt water and vinegar), zeroa (roasted goat or lamb bone), and beitzah 
(roasted egg).  A number of years ago we observed the Seder plate at Hutterthal. 
PALM SUNDAY:  Palm Sunday is a Christian moveable feast that falls on the 
Sunday before Easter, and will be observed on March 28, 2021.  The feast com-
memorates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Palm Sunday marks the first 
day of Holy Week.  The name comes from the palm branches the crowd scattered 
on the ground in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem.  Many churches today 
celebrate the day with other tree branches, as many climates are unable to grow the 
Palm tree. 
          Does February like March?  No, but April May.  
          What’s Irish and comes out in Spring?  Paddy O’Furniture 
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Hymn of the month 
Submitted by Suzanne Koerner 

Hymns help us praise God.  Hymns connect us with past generations. During 

2021, the Connection! will be featuring a hymn each month, chosen by a church 

member.  We will print the words and reveal why they are special to each indi-

vidual, or how they have impacted their life.  

     Sarah Stahl’s favorite hymn is “Rock of Ages.”  Sarah said, “It is my favorite 

because of what we believe in.  Our rock is Jesus Christ.  It is one of my favor-

ites to play on the piano.” Amazingly, Sarah still plays piano where she resides 

at Oakview Terrace in Freeman, even playing for devotions most mornings. 

      “Rock of Ages” was written by Rev A M Toplady, a staunch Calvinist. The 

music was written by Thomas Hastings.  The legend says that Toplady wrote 

the hymn during a fierce storm in England while he was traveling along the 

gorge in Burrington Combe. Supposedly, he took shelter in a gap in the gorge, 

and that is where he wrote the original lyrics.  The rock has a plaque the reads, 

“Rock of Ages: This rock derives its name from the well known hymn written 

about 1762 by the Rev AM Toplady who was inspired whilst sheltering in the 

cleft during a storm.” 

      Toplady uses “Rock of Ages” as an endearing term for God. The theme of 
stanza one is Christ’s blood from his death as the forgiveness for our sins.  
Stanza two focuses on the idea that we can never repay him for that sacrifice.  
The theme of stanza three is baptism.  Stanza four asks for mercy as we face 
death. 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood, 
from thy wounded side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure; 
save from wrath and make me pure. 
 
Not the labors of my hands 
can fulfill thy law’s commands; 
could my zeal no respite know, 
could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; 
thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to the cross I cling; 
naked, come to thee for dress; 
helpless, look to thee for grace; 
foul, I to the fountain fly; 
wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyes shall close in death, 
when I soar to worlds unknown, 
see thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 
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QUICKIE QUIZZES  

FROM THE BIBLE 

 

ALPHABET QUIZ – Letter C 

1. Who was the oldest son of Ham?  -  Genesis 10: 6, 8 
2. Who spied out the land of promise with Joshua?  -  Numbers 32: 11-12 
3. Who was the High Priest who helped plot the death of Christ?  John 11:49 
4. In what was Elijah taken to heaven?  - II Kings 2:11 
 

ALPHABET QUIZ – Letter D 

1. Who was raised from the dead by Peter? - Acts 9:36-41 
2. What king had Daniel thrown into a den of lions? – Daniel 6:9 
3. Who was the woman judge of Israel?  -  Judges 4:4 
4. Who was the wife of Felix, who tried the Apostle Paul?  -  Acts 24:24-25 
 

I have heard that last month’s questions were too easy.  I selected ones where I 
knew the answer!  This month I made them slightly more difficult, but it helps 

that you know the answer starts with a C or D.  Sometimes I used the King 
James Version of the Bible.  Let me know how you turn out with answering the 

questions this month.   Have fun.                    BCH                                                      

From Brigitta Hofer 
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  The Sound System Crew  
 

Left to Right - Rodney Mettler, 

Lyndon Hofer, Chad Hofer is the 

Chairman 

 

 

     In the past, working with the PA 

at church has mainly been to make 

sure the congregation can hear the 

speaker, recording a CD for people 

to listen to later, and playing the occasional accompaniment track.  With all of 

the changes to our new normal over the past year, we have been working on 

ways to make the service more “normal” and make it available to more people 

who may not be able to join in person.    

      One of the ways we have adapted is to record a video version of the service 

that is placed online for all to view.   This has been very well received by many 

throughout our congregation, and family who may live a good distance away 

are now able to watch the service also.   

      Another way we have adjusted our service is to play recorded hymns and 

songs on our TV screen at church.  Although its not the same as live music in 

our church, it has allowed us to hear and see many different types of music and 

it has even made it easier for families who don’t live near us to record and send 

special music from their home. 

      Although doing these things takes additional manpower and time and we 

have the occasional tech glitch we have to deal with (usually my fault!), it has 

been enjoyable researching ways to improve our use of technology to make a 

“new normal” service for all to watch, both live and recorded.  

     We are thankful for the support the congregation has given to us to try these 
new ideas, and if anyone has thoughts on how to improve something, feel free 
to chat with us. 
      Chad Hofer 
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Voices Together Hymnal 
submitted by Amy Hofer Vetch 

 
      In 2016 a 12-member volunteer committee com-
menced the work of putting together a new hymnal, 
the current Hymnal: A Worship Book is almost 30 
years old!  Though there have been two supplemental 
hymnals, Sing the Journey and Sing the Story, since 
then, the task force felt “as worship rhythms develop 
new currents, the language of a recent generation 
needs to expand as well.”*  Voices Together houses 
760 songs representing many cultures and 25 differ-
ent languages along with 309 worship resources, 
more than any previous hymnal. 
 

      Roughly half of the material was drawn from the two supplemental hymnals 
and Hymnal: A Worship Book. How did they go about selecting? The committee 
asked congregations for heart songs to consider.  They also encouraged submis-
sions of new tunes and texts from composers along with art work from visual 
artists and new worship resources.  Over 2, 200 submissions were received!  
 

Given all of that Voices Together is a beautiful balance of the following*: 
• Familiar heart songs alongside new worship resources and songs 
• Music in many languages and from traditions around the world, as represent-

ed in Mennonite USA and Mennonite Church of Canada. 
• Songs that use a breadth of images for God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit 
• Songs that describe our personal relationship with God and that connect us to 

our community as the body of Christ, and the work of the Spirit in mission to 
the world 

 

     New features in the hymnal are twelve art works by twelve Anabaptist artists, 
more chord symbols for guitarists and some piano accompanists, more contem-
porary music as this genre is wide-ranging in congregations, more Mennonite 
composers, writers, artists and song writers than before.  
 

      Once information was shared from Menno Media about the hymnal project 
the Hutterthal Music Committee brought a recommendation to the Church 
Board to pursue the purchase of the new hymnals.   In addition to the 60 new 
hymnals, Hutterthal Mennonite also received two piano accompaniment books, 
and four Worship Leader editions.    (Continued on next page) 
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The Worship Leader editions are resources for worship planners, leaders and 
pastors.  Both the hymnal and worship resources are theologically centered 
around the Mennonite World Conference Shared Convictions and the Confes-
sion of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective. Donations came in to cover the cost of 
the hymnals, worship leader resources, and bookrack. Shipping costs were the 
only expense to the church. A hearty thank you to the Church Board for approv-
ing the purchase of the new hymnals and resources and to the donors who cov-
ered the cost of the purchase! 

      You will find the hymnals on a book rack just outside the sanctuary in the 
near future.  Once we return to singing as a congregation the hymnal will be 
used in conjunction with our other hymnals.  Congregants will be encouraged 
to pick one up while entering and instructed to either leave them in the pew or 
bring them back to the book rack after the service.  
 

Blessings to you all!   Hutterthal Music Committee 
 

*statements taken from the Voices Together Website at 
www.voicestogetherhymnal.org .  
 

 

My name is  

Brynlee Hofer 
 

Brynlee Hofer is five years old. 
She is in kindergarten at Free-
man Elementary. Her favorite ac-
tivity at school is daily fix-it be-
cause she gets to be the teacher. 

Brynlee has a lively and happy personality. She loves 
to play with her Barbies, color, fix things with her dad, 
and spend time with her family. Brynlee likes to play 
pretend with her sister. She can spend hours coloring 
or using her imagination.  Her favorite color is ‘ruby 
red.’ If there is a choice to be made and color is a fac-
tor, red will win every time.   

http://www.voicestogetherhymnal.org
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CPMC has added a new Adult Shalom Book List. Books on 
this list that HMC has acquired will be featured on a special shelf in our li-
brary. This book is from this new list. Some of these Shalom books are fiction 
based on true events, but most are nonfiction. Check out these books for 
some highly recommended reading. See the CPMC website for the complete 
list, more to be added each month. 

 

Raised in what could often be referred to as ‘the other side of the tracks’ Paul 
Farmer’s heart of integrity never falters from his commitment to better the 
health of ‘the least of these’.  Paul Farmer’s life’s calling, to cure infectious dis-
eases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need 
them most, i.e. the poor, the prisoners, and the vulnerable, often references 
Matthew 25. This story shows that one person can make a difference. It is 
through Farmer’s understanding of the complicated interaction of politics, 
wealth, social systems, and disease, as well as his intense commitment and 
energy, that he has changed global health.  Profound and power-
ful, Mountains Beyond Mountains takes us from Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cu-
ba, and Russia as Farmer changes people’s minds through his dedication to 
the philosophy that “the only real nation is humanity.” 

 

*Central Plains Mennonite Conference does not wholly endorse the contents of 

each recommended Shalom Readers book, but offers these books as a starting 

point for deeper thought, conversation and discernment. 

 

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. 

Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the 

World, by Tracy Kidder 
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ELVERA JOAN DECKERT 

Elvera celebrated a milestone birthday last month on 
February 13th.  I was in contact with her in regard to a 
spotlight and suggested some questions for her to consid-
er.  Elvera and her daughter Melissa put their writing 
skills together and I received the completed spotlight, 
signed, sealed and delivered via mail.  Thank you, ladies.  
I think you should be on the staff of the Connection!!  Pi-
ano lessons for $1.00 – what a deal!  My piano teacher 
also charged $1.00, for an hour lesson.  My granddaugh-
ter’s lessons are $25.00 for a 45-minute lesson. Obvious-

ly, you practiced your lessons, which I didn’t, because you haven’t heard me 
playing the piano!  I think I was washing dishes…  Over the years Elvera has 
blessed us with her musical talents at Hutterthal.  We look forward to hearing 
you play again as your fingers glide over the keys, Elvera.  Keep up your healthy 
attitude for enjoying life, and may God be with you.  -Brigitta Hofer 
************************************************************************ 
     I was born to Jacob D. S. Hofer and Edna Walter Hofer on Feb 13th, 1946. I 
have one older brother, LaVerne Hofer, who lives in Beresford, SD and is a re-
tired educator. 
    I grew up northwest of Freeman and attended Wolf Creek District #31 coun-
try school for eight years. It was a one room school house with all the grades 
being taught together. Vernon P. Hofer was my 3rd and 4th grade teacher. I 
think I was mostly a lazy student at that time because I was mostly interested 
in recess. I also remember Vernon was usually busy at recess washing his car. 
When I moved onto the upper grades I did eventually become more interested 
and that is when I developed my desire to become a teacher. I attended Free-
man Academy for grades 9-12 and lived in the dorm on campus for those years. 
I furthered my education with 2 years at Freeman Jr. Sr. College and moved on 
to Sioux Falls College where I received a degree in education. 
     My first teaching job was as a first grade teacher in Freeman. While teaching 
first grade, I began dating Ron Deckert. We were married on August 9th, 1970. 
When my dad passed away we moved to the farm northwest of Freeman where 
I grew up. We were blessed with 2 children, Melissa and Darren. 
 
       (Continued on next page) 
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      Melissa currently teaches at Wolf Creek Colony and thoroughly enjoys the 
kids and atmosphere of that community. I always like to tell people that she 
teaches at the same colony I used to teach at, graduated with a degree in edu-
cation from the same college I did, and even lived in the same dorm room I 
lived in. Strange coincidences. 
     Darren took over the farm and eats, sleeps, and breathes farming. It is in 
his blood much like his father. We both live on the same farm in separate 
houses and seeing the action going on has been a joy and good for my mind. 
Melissa loves to come out to the farm and help too and I am blessed to see her 
most days. I have lived on this farm in the same house for 74 years! 
After having kids I returned to teaching. I taught a year at Tschetter Colony 
and three years at Wolf Creek Colony. This was a very unique experience with 
many good times because their first language was Hutter which is the same 
language I grew up listening to in my house. To this day I have many close 
friends in the colony. 

      I then moved to town to teach 3 rd Grade. My first year of teaching 3rd 

Grade in town, I had 32 students in one room, but I loved it. I have many 
fond memories and enjoy reminding many of my former students that I was 
their teacher. 
      A lifelong passion of mine has been playing piano and organ. My first piano 
lessons were in Menno, SD and cost $1 a lesson. My mother would give me the 
option of practicing the piano or washing the dishes. I picked practicing the 
piano and thus spent many hours practicing. Later on I took lessons from Ar-
lene Neufeld in Freeman, organ lessons from Eunice Ries in Freeman, and 
from two teachers from Williams Piano Company in Sioux Falls. 
      In 1993 1 was involved in a tragic car accident west of Freeman. I was air 
lifted to Sioux Falls and not expected to survive. Apparently, I am stubborn 
and I survived. The accident resulted in a brain injury and required 12 weeks 
in the hospital at Sioux Falls and 3 weeks at a hospital in Kansas City that 
specialized in brain injuries. The doctors had very low hopes that I would be 
able to lead a normal life. They said I would never be able to teach, cook, or 
play piano again. While I was in the hospital in Kansas City, we walked into 
a family room where there was a piano. I sat down and began playing as if 
nothing had ever changed. God blessed me with that gift and I continued to 
play piano upon returning home and I have found much joy in it. 
 
       (Continued on next page) 
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In 1997 Ron was diagnosed with kidney disease and started dialysis shortly af-
ter. We made many trips for dialysis to Yankton, Mitchell, and Sioux Falls. Ron 
hated driving and losing time for dialysis, so the kids began doing in-home dial-
ysis. Ron rarely complained and his great character showed through in these 
trying times. He passed away on March 9, 2010. We had a wonderful and happy 
marriage and he is missed dearly. I am overjoyed that he is restored and we will 
meet again. 
I currently enjoy reading many books, playing piano, baking, and visiting with 
family and friends (Even though my kids say I talk too much.) If my kids go any-
where, I try my best to ride along with them and they joke that I have to have 
wheels under me. Every year we try to take a family vacation together because 
those are some of our best memories. The Black Hills is our favorite place to vis-
it and has become a yearly tradition. The Lord has been good and blessed me 
greatly. I hope to stay healthy enough to continue enjoying life to its fullest for 
years to come. 

Dear HMC Congregation 

   I apologize that this thank you is so long over 

due! Don and I are so thankful and humbled by your 

generous support!! We have been truly blessed by our 

church families in the community.  Thank you for all 

your prayers and monetary gifts for us.  We Truly ap-

preciate every kindness!  I meant to write this right 

away, but somehow time slipped away. 

Please know how grateful we are !!!          Love, Don and Sonja Waltner  

*(This is from the December Cash Project, that was gifted to them) 

   

 
Thank you all for your prayers, kind words, gifts, and the beautiful rose for 

Oaklynn. Your support means so much! 

Paige, Torrie, and Skylar 
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Congregational Ministries  
March Project: 

 
 

Soap or Hygiene Kits  

 MCC requests soap bars of all siz-
es and kinds to ship to hospitals 
and orphanages in countries 
where soap is expensive or diffi-
cult to obtain locally.  

 
 

MCC hygiene kits:  
(DO NOT PLACE IN DRAWSTRING BAGS, WE WILL DO THIS AT A DIFFER-
ENT TIME,)  
 

**1 adult-size toothbrush (in manufacturer’s pkg)  
**1 large bar bath soap (leave in wrapper) 

**1 nail clipper (good quality) 
**1 wide-toothed comb (6–8 in) 

**1 hand towel (medium weight, dark or 
bright colors; approx. 16 in x 26 in)  

 
 

Keeping clean is an important part of remaining healthy, but families who have 
fled their homes because of disaster or war often struggle to afford these neces-
sary supplies. Hygiene kits also are given through schools or orphanages to en-

courage healthy habits for children. 
 

**48,160 hygiene kits shipped last year to Jordan, Haiti, Democratic Republic 
of Korea (North Korea), Syria, Ukraine, Lebanon, Burkina Faso, and the U.S.  

January Project results  

7 Blankets 12 Sheets 71 towels  
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Date        Attendance      Income 

Jan. 31 63   $1,355.00 

Feb. 7  38   $3,104.00 

Feb. 14   No Service 

Feb. 21 56   $2,566.00 

Wednesday- Saturday  
7-11 am; 1-3 pm 

 
My two days off will be Monday and Tues-

day. People are welcome to call, email, text 

me as well to set up an alternate appointment or just drop in to my office 

anytime during my office hours. I do ask that visitors please wear a mask 

if they come to visit.                                   Thank you     Pastor Randall 

Pastor Randall’s  

HMC Office 
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 Pastor Randall Koehler 
a closer look 
Part 2   Rapidly Growing Faith  
 
If baptism at age twelve was the ember—the 

start of Randall Koehler’s journey of spiritual 

growth and formation—then his local youth 

group experiences surely fanned the flames.  

For all of Randall’s junior high and high school 

years, he was part of the Community Bible Fel-

lowship youth group, a church plant of the Eureka Bible Church where his family 

had previously attended.  In junior high, he helped lead music, playing his guitar 

(self-taught), on Wednesday nights.  This became a profound part of his growing 

faith.  Randall even preached his first sermon at one of these youth group gather-

ings.  The Koehler family was attending the Assemblies of God Church in Normal, 

which was too far to drive for youth group.  When Randall entered high school, he 

started leading music at both Junior High (Wednesdays) and Senior High youth 

group (Sundays). By the time Randall was a senior in high school, the junior high 

and high school youth groups at CBF combined into just a Sunday night gather-

ing.  Now free on Wednesday nights and invited by a classmate to lead music, 

Randall also joined the Metamora Mennonite youth group where he met Michael 

Danner, the senior pastor and youth leader there.  Danner is currently the execu-

tive director for church vitality of MC USA, supporting area conferences, congre-

gations, and pastors in their ministry.  It was at Metamora Mennonite Church 

that Randall was first introduced to Anabaptism and non-violence.  It would not 

be the only time he and Danner connected. 

      Randall’s high school days were filled with choir, band (Randall played the 

trombone), school musicals, youth group, basketball, soccer—you name it, he was 

in it. “In another life I could have been a music coordinator for a church or a band 

director,” Randall said.  It was in the sixth grade that he met & “dated” Morgan 

Nenne, who would later (spoiler alert) become his wife.  Throughout their junior 

high, high school, & college days, they went through a series of dating & break-

ups.  “During our senior year of high school, we did the musical, ‘The Music Man.’  

I played Harold Hill & Morgan played Marian, the librarian.  We were not dating 

at the time, causing a drama within the drama,” Randall recalled.  

            Cont. on next page 
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After graduation from Benson-Roanoke High School, Randall attended North 

Central University with plans for youth ministry.  Located in downtown Minne-

apolis, NCU is associated with the Assemblies of God.  Here he crossed paths 

with other students who were interested in Anabaptist teachings of non-

violence and social justice.  They were reading some of the same authors as 

Randall, including Shane Claiborne, Rob Bell, Walter Brueggeman, and Greg 

Boyd.  Scripture took on new meaning as he took University courses, studying 

the Old and New Testaments, and tried to combine course content with bud-

ding ideas of following Jesus, loving one’s enemies, and caring for the outcast 

and marginalized.  Conversations that had begun with Michael Danner took on 

new life as he studied and explored new ideas alongside classmates.  One warm 

day in the fall, he noticed some Somali immigrants playing basketball at the 

park right next to campus.  He joined them and connected with them in a deep 

way, even though they spoke English poorly.  As Randall spent more time with 

the Somalis, he recognized that the youth ministry he was doing at a nearby 

community church was lacking in meaning and depth.  It was difficult to recon-

cile the great wealth in the church with poverty and injustice outside of it.  He 

became disillusioned with the spirited university chapel services where he felt 

he was always one step away from peace and fulfillment in his spiritual life.  So 

much so, that at the end of the year he knew he could no longer be a youth min-

ister. “My faith was evolving too rapidly,” Randall explained. “I realized I did 

not always need to be chasing the next experience.  I had thought there was one 

more thing that would get me to that spirit-empowered status, but God was al-

ready calling, preparing, and speaking to me.” 

      Randall returned to Illinois in the summer of 2009 and continued his edu-

cation at Illinois Central College in Peoria, pursuing an elementary education 

degree and living and working on the farm.  He and Morgan dated again for a 

time, and Randall was attending church at Metamora where Michael Danner 

was still pastor.  In light of how his faith had grown to notice poverty and injus-

tice, Randall was seeking an overseas learning opportunity, and Danner advised 

him to check out MCC.  He signed up for MCC’s Serving and Learning Together 

(SALT) program for young adults in the spring of 2011 and headed to Lesotho 

later that summer. 
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WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 

A BIRTHDAY IS A CHANCE FOR A REFRESHER - A birthday 
is not only a time to think about your birth but also a time to 
think about your rebirth.  To recall your birth is to call in a new 
beginning.  No matter how things went yesterday or last year, 
you always have the capacity to try again.  Your birthday is a re-
fresher – a chance for regeneration - not just materially, but 
spiritually. 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
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Birthdays 
1) Denise Friesen 
4) Vernon P. Hofer    
4) Shirley Hofer  
6) Donovan Friesen  
6) Jessica Preheim 
10) Mildred Hofer  
11)  Charlene Friesen  
12) Rina Hofer  
13)  Eric Friesen  
13) Todd Koerner 

16) Savanna Timmerman 
20) Cole Hofer 
22) Morgan Koehler 
24) Isabel Waltner 
24)  Bonita Hofer  
26) Jaden Thomas 
27)  Vernon J. Hofer  
31) Jordyn Hofer 

Anniversaries  

 3) Brandy Hofer & Sergio Lima 
25) Delmer & Shirley Hofer 
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