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Rural Insights  
Reflections from Pastor Randall 

Coming to the Table 

 Throughout Jesus’s ministry, he was criticized by religious leaders for 
eating with or offering table fellowship to those who were considered traitors 
(tax collectors) and sinners (Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5, 6, and 15). In first-
century Palestine, who you ate with mattered because of the ritual purity teach-
ings of the religious leaders. Tax collectors were considered unclean because 
they had joined the Roman empire in cheating their neighbors through unfair 
taxes and extortion. Resentment and hatred were reserved especially for tax 
collectors. Sinners were any non-observant Jewish people, unable to maintain 
their own ritual purity.  

 As I think about our present political and cultural moment, I wonder 
how much has really changed about table fellowship or eating together from 
the first century. We may not call other people unclean, but we are often very 
aware of who we do and do not associate with. Who are you inviting to your 
kitchen or dining room table? As we enter a new school year, maybe the best 
way to overcome some of our political and cultural angst is to eat together with 
those who think differently than we do. When was the last time that you invited 
someone different than you to your table for a meal? You know exactly who I’m 
writing about. Who annoys you when they talk about their concerns about our 
world, or who do you tend to tune out at church or work because you cannot 
believe that they think this way or that? Who is not welcome at your table, not 
because they are evil or dangerous, but because you’re not sure if you want to 
sit long enough to have a meal with them (or maybe because you’re not sure 
that you want others to know that you had a meal with them)? “For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? ... And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others” (Matt. 5:46-47)?    
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Congregational Ministries August Project: 
School Kits  

Notebooks and pencils are treasures for families who struggle 
to afford basic school supplies. School kits often are request-
ed after disasters and help bring normalcy to children whose 
families have been forced to flee their homes. 79,557 shipped 
last year to Jordan, Lebanon, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, 
and the U.S.  

Place the following items in a provided drawstring bag:  

        * 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks  
           (8.5 in x 10.5 in and70 sheets)  
        * 8 new unsharpened pencils  
        * 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm;    
              inch markings optional)  
        * 12 colored pencils (in packaging)  
        *  1 large eraser  
        *  2 new black or blue ballpoint pens  

                               *  1 small all metal pencil sharpener, one or two holes.  
 
* Sharon Waltner has a supply of metal pencil sharp-
eners, please notify her if you are in need of any . 
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 QUICKIE QUIZZES FROM THE BIBLE 

ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE 

     There are five employees at the Salem 
Mennonite Home who present morning 
devotions to the residents as they are hav-
ing breakfast, Monday through Friday. 
They are Janet Vargas, Judy Walter, Peggy 
Muchmore, Shirley Knodel,  and myself. I 

recently presented one on Bible verses that mention animals.  I did not real-
ize the Bible had so much to say about different animals and I was quite 
amazed at all the information I found. But then God did make an amazing 
world – in so many different ways – including animals.  Did you know octo-
puses have 3 hearts? Owls don’t have eyeballs; they have eye tubes.  Giraffe’s 
hum.  Otter’s sleep “holding hands” so they don’t float away from one anoth-
er.  Hummingbirds are the only known birds that can also fly backwards.  
These are just a few facts and a small part of our Creator’s great imagination. 

When Jesus taught, He used fish, sparrows, and foxes to help us remember.  
Ezekiel called the Pharaoh a bubbling crocodile.  I ask the residents several 
questions, using verses from the Bible, and they did very well.  Let’s see how 
you do. 

--They that wait on the Lord shall mount up with wings as what kind of bird?  
Isaiah 40:31 

--What kind of animals did Samson tie together in burning the fields of the 
Philistines?  Judges 15:4-4 

--What kind of animal could be put to death for goring a man?  Exodus 21:28 
(They did not guess this one correctly). 

--To what kind of animal did John the Baptist liken Christ?  John 1:29 

--Where did Peter find money with which to pay the taxes?  Matthew 17:27 

--What kind of animal is mentioned several times in the book of Revelation? 

--Abel was a keeper of what kind of animal?  Genesis 4:2 

--Moses raised up a brass form of something that bit and killed many Israel-
ites.  When the Israelites looked at this symbol, they were healed.  Of what 
was it a form?  Numbers 21:8,9 

From Brigitta Hofer 
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The Gordon Waltner story 
Submitted and written by Gordon Waltner 

 

This is my account of my life experience in the last two months,  
starting April 5th 2021 

 

      April 5th started as any other day, I got up and had breakfast and devotions 
and went out to work. In the evening, I was tired and went to bed early. Early 
the next morning, I awoke feeling pain in my arms, shoulders, back and neck. I 
arose and took three Anacin and a pain pill. I sat at the table waiting for the 
pills to kick in when I realized my mind was affected also. I couldn't think. Sha-
ron came down early that day and found me sitting at the table. She asked what 
I was doing and I replied that I was not feeling good.  When I mentioned I 
thought I was having a heart attack, she called 911 and the Freeman ambulance 
arrived shortly.  When they took me to the ambulance they put  me in and 
called for the helicopter. I remember leaving our yard and the next thing I re-
member was them putting me into the helicopter and taking off.  When we 
landed, I was rushed into surgery.  The Doctors were waiting and they went to 
work immediately. I was awake and noticed some irregular shapes that looked 
like balloons. I reached up to move to move the one that was close to my face 
but the Dr. stopped me and said I should not move it. As I lay on the table, I 
could see a person sitting at a large screen that he used to guide the surgeon. I 
listened to him for awhile until the surgery was over. The Dr. came over and 
told me they placed four stints into my heart. The gurney was rolled out into 
the hall to take me to my room. The gurney driver must have been new at his 
job, because he took me down a dead end hall with no exit. While they were 
trying to figure out how to get me out of there, I began to realize that I was in 
trouble. The next thing I remember was they were at the doorway to my room. 
As they were preparing to take me into my room, I left a wave pass over me and 
my  spirit left my body. The wave felt like a gust of air and I immediately knew I 
was dead. The world passed away and I was in a new realm where I could  see 
and hear what was  going on.  Suddenly, I felt a great weight was dropped on 
my chest and I felt my ribs breaking.  They hooked a defibrillator to me and 
shocked my heart.  It picked me off the table about 6 to 8 inches as the current 
passed through my body. Somehow I felt the pain and I screamed.  Later the 
nurses told me that they had tried to restart my heart six times but each time it 
refused to take a beat and that is when they put the paddles to me. After that, 
the race was on to get me back to surgery. I heard someone ask the Dr. if they 
were going back in my groin and he said “No, we don’t have time. We’ll have to 
go in through this chest.”    (continued on the nest page) 
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At that time, I felt my spirit leave the building and I found myself waking in a 
field of grass. There was a ditch and a road to my right. As I was walking, I saw 
a grove of trees in the distance. When I was walking alone, I was talking to God. 
Because here was no one to welcome me,  I asked God if I’m going back.  I no 
more that asked the question then I was back in my body again.  I heard the 
surgeon say “We almost lost this one!” They took me back to my room and for 3 
days I was out of my mind.  I kept calling  home begging Sharon to get me out 
of there because I thought they were trying to kill me. I couldn't sleep because I 
was worried I would die again.  
    The  4th day was a new day. A very dedicated nurse came into my world. She 
spent most of day talking to me and calming me down. She told me that I had 
to get out of bed and walk. She was so nice that I agreed to try. She got several 
nurses to help and then started our walk in the hall. As we were walking, some 
of the other nurses had gathered to watch, when we approached them, my 
nurse said “Make way, dead man walking”, after that I was know as the dead 
man walking.  This nurse had the next three days off but she only took one day 
and returned to care for me for the next two days. While she was off I had dif-
ferent  nurse for the day. I was asleep when suddenly I heard a loud voice say-
ing “Wake up, wake up!” Then she grabbed my shoulders and shook me vigor-
ously. I woke up and was in  pain all the same time as my broken ribs were 
moving all over the place. I was really uncouth to her as I raged at her. I told 
her to read the chart before you ever do that again. She left the room almost in 
tears. When she came back, I explained what had happened to me and I apolo-
gized for the way I had treated her. She became one of my best nurses. She re-
mained very firm with me which was something I needed. I hadn’t been eating 
because I couldn’t read the menu. I was losing weight like crazy. She saw my 
weight loss and when the noon menu arrived she helped me put in my order. I 
asked for jello and a fruit cup but she looked at my order and ordered a com-
plete meal. After it arrived she stood by the tray and made sure I ate all of it. I 
left a couple of spoonful of food on the tray and she picked up the spoon and 
fed it to me. She said that I would feel strong tomorrow. She was right. She was 
the exact nurse I needed at that time in my recovery. 
    Reese was the first responder when I flatlined. He was 2nd on the scene. He 
was there when my ribs were broken and when they tried to restart my heart. 
He also was present when they shocked my heart and ran me down to surgery. 
Several days later, he came to my room and seemed shocked to see me. He told 
me his role in my recovery. He reassured me that he wasn’t the one who broke 
my ribs.  We talked and I realized how special a person he was. There is no evi-
dence of self glory. He was a true first responder of selflessness and pride in the 
fact that he had a very direct part in doing for others.  (continued on next page) 
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 In fact  he thanked me for the part that I played in his life. I was his first re-
suscitated patient. He became uncomfortable when the word hero entered 
our conversation. I also have seen the same qualities I in all the nurses, doc-
tors and first responders during my experience these past months. 
    Finally, the day of my release came. We were not able to secure a swing 
bed due to covid so we went to Chris’  house where he and Sharon took care 
of me.  We stayed at Chris’ for almost two months until it was safe to go 
home. Home health care visited me three times a week until I was cleared 
for therapy. 
    After two months, we moved home to the farm and started rehab in Free-
man. Now only time will tell how much of my heart will recover. My faith is 
strong and especially now my mind and heart are at peace. The only paranoia 
that I experienced was that of not knowing if I went to sleep would I pass in my 
sleep or would I see another day. For several weeks I needed music playing 
when I went to bed so that I would know when I woke up that I was still here.  
Otherwise, sometimes in the quiet of the night I wondered if am still here until 
I recognized my surroundings. The world has very little meaning for me now, 
because I understand what it is to leave it behind. It passes away in an instant 
not to be remembered when one passes into the new realm.  There will never be 
fear of death or questions like why, how, or when death will come again.  

I thank you for all your prayers, cards and acts of kindness for me and 
 my family during this time in our lives. 
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 The Banquet,    submitted by Suzanne Koerner 
On July 1st, HMC provided a meal at The Yankton Area Banquet.  On the menu was 80 
pounds of Schmeckfest sausage, 24 pounds of tater tots, 36 pounds of corn, and 25 
dozen cookies graciously baked and donated by Barbie Hofer, Brigitta Hofer, Charlene 
Friesen, Sherryl Friesen, and Edie Tschetter.  The sausage was grilled and cut at the 
Koerner home and transported in roasters along with the other food to the UCC 
Church in Yankton where it was prepared, boxed, and distributed out of the basement 
kitchen. 
     The UCC Church has lent its facility for the banquet to use since its inception in 
1997 as an offshoot of the Sioux Falls Banquet.  The mission of the banquet is “to pro-
vide hospitality to our sisters and brothers through caring and meal--and to provide 
groups with an opportunity to share with others in the spirit of Jesus.” Dagmar Hox-
sie, who is over 90 years old and still runs the kitchen, said that God has always pro-
vided what they have needed. “We cooked for 70 people that first night, but we had 
140 show up,” Hoxsie said. “We never ran out of food, though.  That was our confirma-
tion to show that a higher power was with us and guiding us along the way.” 
      Last spring the ministry came to a stop. COVID-19 raised its ugly head and all gath-
erings had to end in order to not spread the virus.  The directors, Carol and Bruce My-
ers, eventually came up with the idea to make the banquet work with a food pickup at 
the door.  Since June of 2020, a carry-out system was implemented where groups 
would bring food and the regular volunteers would prepare it and send it out, drive-
through fashion.  Deloris, one of the regulars, said “Some come on bikes, some push 
baby strollers, and others just walk.  Otherwise, they will drive up with their car.” 
      This summer The Yankton Area Banquet was able to give swimming pool passes to 
60 children for the new Huether Family Aquatics Center.  At $67 each, over $4000 
was earmarked for that giveaway.  In addition, the “Back to School Supplies” mission 
began taking applications on July 1st. Once families have signed up, director Carol My-
ers will start to purchase supplies accordingly.  They are expecting nearly 100 kids to 

benefit from that program. 
      Laura Heymes-Brown, the banquet’s sched-
ule coordinator, is looking forward to getting 
fully back to normal in the near future, with 
guests being able to come, sit, & eat in the 
church basement again.  The boards of the 
Yankton Area Banquet & the UCC Church were 
scheduled to meet soon & discuss that possibil-
ity. For Meyers, Hoxsie, & many others, The 
Banquet is about a lot more than just providing 
meals to those in need of sustenance.  It is also 
about providing a place of fellowship & healing 
that can be enjoyed by everyone in the area. “It’s 

time,” Hoxsie said. “People miss the socialization.  
Often eating here is their night out.” 
In 2022, Hutterthal is scheduled to serve  at 

                                                           the Yankton Area Banquet on September 22. 

Signing up for school supplies.  
Director Carol Myers and other 
Yankton Area Banquet volunteers. 
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The SD MCC Relief sale  

submitted by Edie Tschetter 

       The SD MCC Relief sale was held July 10 in Pioneer Hall after rain changed the 

event location from the originally scheduled Prairie Arboretum.  While it would have 

been a new, creative way to hold this event in a new setting, we were grateful for the 

backup plan and many folks appreciated being indoors.   

      Amy Hofer Vetch and Cindy Graber cut and 

packaged pie slices to kick off the event at 5:30pm.  

Folks could wander around, pick up kettle korn, 

noodles, sno-cones, ice cream as well as look at the 

auction items.  People enjoyed this time of visiting. 

       Everyone seemed to enjoy the musical pro-

gram – starting with trumpet and keyboard (Rolf 

Olson and Anne Waltner), and moving to musical 

hits (Morgan Koehler and Maria Paff).  The music 

portion ended with music by Jose & Audrey Alonso 

Graber.  Sandwiched in-between the musical num-

bers was the live auction.  Some hefty bidding led to the auction raising nearly 

$16,000.  Hutterthal Kitchen Time Savers brought in $650.  Only a very limited num-

ber of items were auctioned but a number of blessing bids (bidding to give a cash do-

nation to an MCC project) were offered.   

      Children’s activities were well done and hopefully next year more young families 

will take advantage of the children’s corner.  My Coins Count so far has raised just un-

der $7,000. 

 

   Amy Hofer Vetch and  

Cindy Graber  

  The organizing board 

felt this was a very suc-

cessful event - raising 

$35,000 (so far) without 

even serving a meal was 

pretty amazing.  Thank 

you to each one of you 

for supporting the work 

of MCC in this way!   

This will make a differ-

ence in the lives of so 

many people! 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH 
submitted by Suzanne Koerner 

This month’s favorite hymn was chosen by Edie Tschetter. Like 
most of us, it was hard to pick just one hymn.  “Music brings out 
the emotion for me and when I played piano and organ, I tried to 
reflect that.  The song that comes to mind is When Peace Like A 
River - it talks about our desperate plight but emphasizes "It is 

well with my soul".  When I played the 4th verse where it speaks about the trumpet 
sounding, I would add the trumpet on the organ and it gave me goose bumps 
thinking about that day when the trumpet will sound.  This hymn speaks to our 
faith in a profound way knowing that however hard life becomes, it is well with my 
soul.”      Edie 
     “When Peace Like a River” was written by Horatio Gates Spafford.  Spafford was 
known for his Christian testimony and being active in the church.  He and his wife, 
Anna, were blessed with 5 children.  He was wealthy, owned a considerable amount 
of property, and practiced law.  However, tragedy struck his family when his 4-year 
old son died of Scarlet Fever.  A year later, a massive fire destroyed a large part of 
downtown Chicago.  Along with devastating loss of life, the Spaffords lost a great 
deal of property.  Still, they strived to demonstrate the love of Christ by assisting 
many in need.  Two years later, Spafford’s family was crossing the Atlantic on a 
steamship on holiday.  He was to join them later in England after attending to busi-
ness.  On November 22nd, 1873, their vessel was struck by another ship and sank 
quickly.  Anna survived, but the rest of his children (ages 2-11) all perished.  Staf-
ford learned of their fate after his wife sent a telegram which included the words 
“saved alone…” On the way to reunite with Anna, Spafford was inspired to write a 
hymn that began with the words, “When peace like a river, attendeth  my 
way…”Horatio’s faith in God never faltered.   

“When Peace Like a River” 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my 
way, when sorrows like sea billows 
roll; whatever my lot, thou hast taught 
me to say, "It is well, it is well with my 
soul." 
Refrain  
(may be sung after final stanza only): 
It is well with my soul; 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though 
trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control: 
that Christ has regarded my helpless 

estate, and has shed his own blood for 
my soul. Refrain 
3 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought! my sin, not in part, but the 
whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear 
it no more; praise the Lord, praise the 
Lord, O my soul! Refrain 
4 O Lord, haste the day when my faith 
shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back 
as a scroll; the trump shall resound 
and the Lord shall descend; even so, it 
is well with my soul. Refrain  
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 Jaime Tschetter & Samuel Heithold   
married June 19,2021 

at Salem Mennonite Church. 
 

Hello Hutterthal,  
      I want to give you a life update. Back in 2018, I met Sam 
Heithold of Hartington, NE through a mutual friend and we 
began dating shortly after. I was still living and teaching in 
Tucson at that time and Sam was living in Yankton, SD. Nearly 
a year later, I moved back to South Dakota taking a job teach-
ing 3rd grade at Terry Redlin in Sioux Falls, while Sam com-
pleted his master’s in education at the University of Sioux Falls. 
Sam proposed in January of 2020 and we planned our wedding 
for June 19, 2021. We had a beautiful wedding day and were 
thankful we were able to gather with friends and family to cele-
brate. Since the wedding, we continue to reside in Sioux Falls 
and both work in education. In our free time, we enjoy playing 
board games, hiking, and playing ultimate frisbee.         Jaime 

I am ten years old. My mom is Aprille 
and she is married to Kenny Birkey. 
My dad is Thomas Scheetz and he 
lives in Parkston. I have three cats, 
Jupiter, Nova, and Luna. They are my 
best friends. I like to play with my 
cats, go to mama’s (Sylvia) house and 
mow her lawn, ride my bike, play with my Barbie™ dolls, and help 
take care of my cousin, Oaklynn. I will be in the 5th grade at Free-
man Academy this fall. My favorite subjects are art, especially 
when we do pottery, and Music. My favorite part of music class is 

CD days. This is when we can bring our own CD of Christian music to class to listen to. 
My favorite colors are turquoise, pink, purple, and black. My favorite foods are Silver 
Lake sweet corn, chislic, mama’s chicken tacos, mint Oreos™, and my dad’s home-
made French fries and potato chips.  
      Jessica’s mom and Kenny describe Jessica as a very sweet and fun-loving girl. She 
cares very deeply and has a big heart. She is also very smart and is always thinking, 
even when it seems like she’s not. She is also very creative and imaginative. Her Bar-
bie™ dolls have many different things, like notebooks and groceries, that are home-
made for them by Jessica. Jessica’s grandma, Sylvia, describes her as a creative, lov-
ing, kind, and beautiful deep thinker who enjoys listening to music and making up 
dances to go with them. She loves animals, especially cats and horses and loves to 
bake with mama and make breakfast for mama when she spends the nights there. 

Jessica Rose 
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CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES 

Submitted by Boni Hofer 

In 1943 Mrs. Jacob B. Hofer (our minis-
ter’s wife) thought there should be a 
women's group at church. A group was 
formed and named “The Faithful Wom-
en's Missionary Society".  Programs 
were given every other month.  They 
had projects, some similar today, con-
ference projects, etc.  During these early 
days they collected new and used cloth-
ing for MCC and processed worn out 

woolen garments to make into batting for comforters. 
      The name of the organization was changed 3 more times--Women's Mission 
Fellowship, Women in Mission and Mennonite Women. 
       Many of the projects for the Mennonite Mission included men—such as 
conducting services at the Human Services Center, setting up tables for differ-
ent occasions, Family Christmas etc. 
      In 2016, after the men had difficulty finding officers for their men’s group, it 
was decided to dissolve the Mennonite Men's organization and the Mennonite 
Women's organization and combine the two organizations into "Congregational 
Ministries", which is what it still is at the present time.  We meet following the 
annual meeting in December to conduct any business and seek volunteers for 
the various needs.  This has worked very well. 
       The present officers are:  Leader-Boni Hofer; Treasurer-Joyce Hofer; Secre-
tary-Amanda Mettler. 
     The volunteer groups are:  Project planning; Showers of Celebrations Coordi-
nator for bridal/baby; Purchase rose/card for births; Nursery (clean sheets/
toys); Celebration of Beauty (outdoor flower bed); Celebration through Read-
ing; Library Committee Rep.; Funeral Committee; Harvest Mission Festival 
Food; Harvest Mission Festival decorations; Family/Children's Christmas 
Food; Family/Children's decorations; Nursing Home programs if  needed; 
Christmas Gifts to shut-ins, etc.;  Church Picnic; Sending Cards; Kitchen Stock-
er; MCC Meat Canner Food Coordinator; MCC Sale Pancake Breakfast Coordi-
nator; Service Committee; Table/Chair Set-up; Serving at the Banquet coordi-
nator. 
There is a designated project for each month. 
 

All volunteers are greatly appreciated and coordinators 
 are helped by many people willing to help.  

Pictured left to right: Joyce Hofer, 

Boni Hofer and Amanda Mettler 
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KOEHLER FAMILY AND ROGER AND BRENDA NENNE 

On Sunday July 4th we were blessed to have Pastor Randall’s and Morgan’s par-

ents and other family members attend our service at Hutterthal – all 17 of them.  

Visiting were Roger and Brenda Nenne (Morgan’s parents), Randy and Lucy 

Koehler (Randall’s parents), Rick and Morgan Koehler (his oldest brother and 

spouse) and Cali, Braxton, Ricki and Clayton; Ryan and Megan Koehler ( his 

second oldest brother and spouse) and Kyla, Faith, Violet, Hayes, and June.  I 

ask Pastor Randall if he would share what they did while they were here, this is 

what he told me: 

We spent almost all of our time together at 
the campground in Freeman. My brothers 
and parents brought their own campers/
motor homes so we spent most of our time 
outside. Roger and Brenda stayed with us at 
our house. We played on the playground, 
swam in the city pool, biked around town, 
and enjoyed almost all of our meals together 
from Friday evening until Sunday evening. It 
was very hot for our weekend together, but 

we found ways of staying cool. We also went 
on Saturday morning to Sioux Falls to experi-
ence Falls Park in the center of town. Other-
wise, we hung out together and caught up on 
what's been happening in our lives. 

 Back Row, L to R,  
Rick (Randall’s second oldest 

brother) and Randy  
(Randall’s Dad) 

Front Row, L to R, Morgan,  
her Mom Brenda, Lucy (Randall’s 
Mother), nieces, Ryan (Randall’s 
oldest brother) and spouse Morgan 
(not a typo) 
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During the Children’s 
Story on 7-11 Jada 
Koerner talked to the 
children about singing 
and shared how much 
she enjoys singing and 
music. She also told the 
children about the new 
hymnals, Voices Togeth-
er, that are now being 
used by Hutterthal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Clem and Amy Hofer-Vetch gave a 
prayer of dedication for our new hym-
nals, Voices Together, on 7-11-21.  Mor-
gan Koehler led the congregation in sing-
ing. 
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DONOVAN AND SHERRYL FRIESEN 
OBSERVE 50TH 

submitted by Brigitta Hofer 
 
Thursday August 26, 2021, will be the 50th 
wedding anniversary for Donovan and Sherryl 
Friesen. It was on a Thursday August 26, 1971 
that their marriage took place at Bethel Men-
nonite Church Mt. Lake MN. Rev. Walter Ger-
ing was the minister. It was a cool summer day 
for the 7:00 pm ceremony. Sherryl's sister and 
other friends were part of the couples wedding 
party. The bridesmaids wore dresses of baby 
Swiss blue. The lunch that was served included 
a tiered cake that had individually frosted piec-
es. After cleaning the car full of newspapers, 

they spent their honeymoon in the Black Hills. They attended the Passion Play, 
rode the 1880 train, viewed Mt. Rushmore and other scenic sights. They re-
turned back to Mt. Lake to open up wedding gifts. They also had a wedding re-
ception at Henderson NE in early September. After their marriage they made 
their home in Freeman and have lived there ever since. Their first home was an 
apartment at Fensel's Motel, then a trailer home and in November 0f 1974 they 
moved into the house where they now reside. 
 
Donovan and Sherryl were blessed with two children, Denise born in 1976 and 
Eric born in 1981. Their children both live in Norfolk, NE. They like traveling 
to Norfolk to visit them. They both work at the Super Wal-Mart store. 
 
Donovan and Sherryl met while they were attending Freeman Junior College 
and living in the dormitory. Their first date was on October 20, 1969 and they 
attended a movie in Sioux Falls. They dated in a 1969 Chevelle car and don't 
own the original but have one that is very similar they cruise around with now. 
 
Work history for Donovan was 17 years at Rural Mfg. Co. and 30.5 years at 
Freeman Implement/International. He retired in 2017. Sherryl worked at the 
Ben Franklin store, Alvina's Drapery and 20 some years at Jamboree Foods. 
She retired in 2014. Donovan has many shop projects and Sherryl likes to read. 
 
 
        Continued on next page 
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Many family vacations were taken with their children, visiting other family 
members in different states, the Black Hills, Wisconsin Dells, House on the 
Rock, Adventure Land, Silver Dollar City and other numerous places. After the 
kids were on their own, they have taken in the Corvette Rally at Spearfish, car 
shows, Nebraska Junk Jaunt, and South Dakota Scavenger Journey. They both 
agree that it's been a fun and fast 50 years. 
 
They were invited to attend Hutterthal by Vernon P. and Twyla Hofer.  
They became members and made it their church. They have taken on various 
roles in the church over the years. Donovan is on the church board, serving as a 
trustee, is serving as an usher and has served on the Auditing Committee. In the 
past Sherryl was a Superintendent in the Children's department and also taught 
the little ones for Sunday School. She has served on the Project Committee for a 
number of years, and attends Prayer Shawl gatherings. She volunteers at Et 
Cetera Shoppe once a week pricing children's clothing. Donovan is a volunteer 
at the museum and has helped work on some MDS projects. 
Submitted by Donovan and Sherryl 
 
We at Hutterthal value your contributions to our church, including your faithful 
attendance. We are glad you made Freeman your home and Hutterthal your 
church! Thank you. We wish you a joyous 50th and may you be happy and 
healthy as you continue your marital journey. 
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In the July issue of the Connection p.12 we inad-
vertently omitted Charlene Friesen’s name as 
the author of the article on the Library Commit-
tee.  
 Our apologies, Charlene. 

Date        Attendance      Income 

June 27 45  $1,941.00 

July  4  57  $2,333.00 

July 11  51  $2,241.00 

July 18 57  $1,387.00 

July 25 77  $1,630.28 

ONLINE GIVING      $575.00 

    Wednesday- Saturday  
  7-11 am 
 
My two days off will be Monday and Tuesday. People 

are welcome to call, email, or text me, to set up an al-

ternate appointment or just drop in to my office any-

time during my office hours.  

Thank you     Pastor Randall 

June project:  Cash - The Banquet 
  Expense: $493.24 
  Income:  $290.00 

As indicated, our contributions fell short  
of meeting expenses 

 If you are still willing to contribute to this project you can 
give any contributions to Joyce Hofer.  



18 

 

   WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 

By Brigitta Hofer 

In last month’s Connection I stated that birthdays are not 
mentioned in the Bible. There were many feasts and celebra-
tions, but I didn’t think celebrating birthdays was mentioned 
specifically, but I found three verses that do mention birth-
days.  There may be more but these are the ones I found. 
Genesis 40:20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday 

and he gave a feast for his officials.  Mark 6:21 Finally the opportune time came.  On 
his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and 
the leading men of Galilee.  Matthew 14:6 On Herold’s birthday the daughter of Hero-
dias danced for them.  - It is interesting to note that both of the individuals celebrat-
ing were not men of God.   
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Birthdays 
5)  Sarah Waltner 
5) Ilene Schartner 
7)  Monica Hofer 
10) Genevieve Kramer 
10) Jarrod Kramer 
11) Brandy Friesen 
13) Aubree Tschetter 
12)  Norman Hofer  
19) Derrold Hofer 

21) Chris Hofer 
21) Finley McCune 
22)  Marj Hofer  
24)  Aprille Birkey 
25 Alyssa Hofer 
25)  Luke Rensink  

Anniversaries  

 3) Kenny & Aprille Birkey 
 4) Ted & Charlotte Hofer Takasaki 
 6) Don & Marj Hofer 
 8) Derrick & Jessica Preheim 
12)     Jarrod & Bekka Kramer 
14) Eric & Michelle Neuharth 
18)  Norman & Darlene Hofer 
26)  Donovan & Sherryl Friesen 
29) Lillie & André Eisenbeis 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

