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Rural Insights

~ Reflections from Pastor Randall
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Ancient Wisdom for Our Present Moment

From late August to late September, we are exploring the letter of
James. At the very start, James writes that those who lack wisdom should ask
God who gives generously and ungrudgingly. I must confess: in my first 8
months of being a pastor, I have noticed my lack of wisdom in several different
moments, especially in how to respond to our present political stalemate in
America. I have taken James’s advice to heart, praying constantly that God
would give me wisdom in my comments, messages, and conversations.

As I'm preparing the second sermon from James’s letter for this last
Sunday in August, I am struck by the profound wisdom that James offers his
audience. In James 1:19, James tells us that we must understand this: let every-
one be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger. In our efforts to speak
with love and humility to our neighbors, especially those that we disagree with
vehemently, this verse is worth memorizing so that it can re-shape our tenden-
cies to belittle or patronize our conversation partners. Be quick to listen. Be
slow to speak. Be slow to anger or slow to get angry. I must offer another con-
fession: even in my best moments, I have not necessarily chosen to listen well
to those opinions, with which I lack agreement. In my worst moments, I have
probably been the first to speak rather than to listen, hoping that I can drown
my opponent with my words, “sound reasoning,” and “flawless arguments”. As
I have said before, I love to talk, so the temptation is sometimes too great for
me when I really need to be quiet and listen closely. Finally, I have found that
the anger and frustration well up within me when I do not take the time to no-
tice the humanity of my opponent first. We are all human beings, created in the
image of God, filled with the potential of God’s breath. We are all on a journey,
trying to figure out how we fit into God’s mission to restore and reconcile all
things. (Continued on the next page)
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So, I offer you these exhortations from James: be quick to listen, slow to speak,
and slow to anger. Take a deep breath, pause for 5 seconds, think deeply and
creatively, and then respond, and hopefully by the Spirit’s power and suste-
nance, your words will be just right for the particular conversation or debate or
argument, conveying Jesus’s love and hope for the universe, while also respect-
ing and upholding the dignity of your friend
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The Book Woman of Trouble- I B
some Creek e
submitted by by Kim Michele Richardson

Charlene Friesen

Of course, the title of this book got my interest right away! Who could this
‘book woman’ be? Then I read that, honest-true, she was the last of her kind, a
clan of folk up in the Appalachians that had a blue tint to their skin. Look it
up — it is fact. But this story is also the story of brave and dedicated people
who provided library service to those far distant from any library opportunity.
Cussy Mary Carter exemplifies a woman dedicated to her community in spite
of the harassment they give her for who she happens to be. And just how far
should a person go ‘to be like everyone else?’ Based in truth, this work of fic-
tion presents questions for all of us, far beyond the sparse life in the hollers of
Kentucky.




QUICKIE QUIZZES FROM THE BIBLE
INSECTS OF THE BIBLE

Last month our Bible Quiz centered on ani-
mals, some interesting facts about some of
them and Bible references about animals. I
was intrigued by God’s innovative creations,
and decided to see what I could find about insects. Did you know mosquitoes are
attracted to smelly feet? Some male stoneflies do push-ups to attract a mate. But-
terflies taste with their feet. Grasshoppers have special organs in their hind legs that
store energy for jumping. Only the male cricket chirps. Insects are considered pests
in most homes in the U.S. The authors of the Bible used insects to tell stories and
describe behavior. Can you name some of the insects in the Bible?

From Brigitta Hofer

---This insect creates an annoying sound by rubbing one part of its body against an-
other body part. It was one of the ten plagues brought upon Egypt before the Israel-
ites were freed. Joel prophesied that armies of this insect were coming to destroy
the country. Some commentators believe that this was a reference to the destruc-
tion of Israel by a foreign enemy, not literally the insect. It was to remind the Israel-
ites that they needed to repent and turn back to God. They are mentioned in Deuter-
onomy 28, a chapter about being cursed for disobedience.

---This insect is associated with decay in the Bible. Probably the best- known refer-
ence to this insect is found in Job. Bildad, one of Job’s advisors is speaking of how
man cannot be justified before God. The scripture implies that man is weak, grovel-
ing, and corrupt. Job 25:6

---This species can also be referred to as a worm. Although there is little proof to
support the theory, it is said that at one time they were used medicinally as a healing
therapy. They are often referred to as bloodsucking parasites. They are mentioned
in Proverbs 30:15, and readers are given a two-fold warning — beware of them and
don’t be one!

---This little, annoying insect likes to feed on old, stale things. The Pharisees were
called hypocrites in reference to this insect because they were looking for small in-
fractions of the law while neglecting the bigger things, such as justice and mercy.
They were also one of the ten plagues on Egypt. Matthew 23:24

---This insect is quite territorial, and has a fighting spirit to defend and attack an
aggressor, but does not attack blindly. They work in union and are strategists.
(Deuteronomy 1:44) The Assyrian army has been compared to this insect
(Isaiah :18).




MATCH-UP EXERCISE

Our church yearbook/directory/constitution and by- laws includes pertinent
and valuable information and answers to questions we are considering. Among
this information is a list of committees and people who serve on these commit-
tee’s — people who are willing to take on the obligation to carry forward an as-
signed task to a successful conclusion. With this responsibility goes authority
to direct and take the necessary action to ensure success. Without these willing
people we would be in dire straits. I have listed only a few of the committees
and the people who serve on them. How in tune are you with our committee’s
and the people serving on them? Match the name of the committee to the cor-
rect folks serving on that committee. Even though not all committees are
listed, a huge thank you to each and every person who is willing to keep our
church in motion by serving in one way or another.

Rodney Mettler,

Eric Neuharth, Larry Tschetter SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chad Hofer,

Cameron Hofer, Norman Hofer LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
Donovan Friesen, Lyndon Hofer SERVICE COMMITTEE
Kathy Pullman, Todd Koerner AUDITING COMMITTEE
Amy Hofer-Vetch,

Joline Thomas, Kenny Birkey CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Amanda Mettler FUND RAISING
LeRoy Pullman, Donovan Friesen FUNERAL COMMITTEE
Barbie Hofer PROJECT PLANNING COMMITTEE
Edie Tschetter,

Sherryl Friesen, Barbie Hofer MENTOR COORDINATOR

Marj Hofer, Joann Stahl,
Priscilla Hofer WELLSPRING REPRESENTATIVE

(Answers on page 10)
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3 The MCC Room at the Etc Shoppe was emptied
this week
AN K and taken to the Kansas resource center.
/(H' Kate sent this email that she wanted to share
7/ 60 with all the Freeman churches.

Dear South Dakota Churches:

Thank you SO MUCH for the wonderful donations
of beautiful comforters, school kits, hygiene kits, infant care kits, and relief kits
that reached our warehouse this week! We were really excited to see some
items for our newest kit, the dignity kit, as well! MCC has many requests for
these items from our partners all over the world. From disasters in Haiti, to
schools in Burkina Faso...we could not fulfill these requests without the gener-
osity and good, quality work of our supporters. We have received recent re-
quests for sewing kits and hygiene kits, so keep that in mind as you plan future
projects, but we will always accept supplies for any of the kits! If you have any
questions about what is needed or accepted, you can check the MCC website at
mecc.org/Kits, or contact me at katemast@mcc.org.

Thank you so much! Kate Mast

This summer I went to the MCUSA youth convention in

:ﬂ: U Cincinnati, Ohio, with the Salem Zion Youth Group. I
got to experience flying and being in a big city for the
first time. I went to six seminars and my favorite talked
about how we make and keep friends in the digital age.
My favorite part of convention was evening worship be-
cause there was a really great atmosphere with people
singing and worshiping. I had a really great time at con-
vention and I will speak more about it on September 5
during the church service.

Jada Koerner



http://mcc.org/kits
mailto:katemast@mcc.org

BACKPACK BLESSING - For the
Children’s Story on August 15th,
the children came forward carry-
ing their school backpacks. Pas-
tor Randall gave a blessing over
the children and their backpacks
as they head into the new school
year. The children, as well as all
students and school personnel in
the congregation, were presented
with a Jesus Fish Cross Key
Chain.




HYMN OF THE MONTH

submitted by Suzanne Koerner
Ardella Gross chose this month’s hymn.

“There are so many songs that I grew up with and like. One song
that was around when I was young was PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE
MY HAND. It was not in our church hymnals. After a number of
years other songs became popular and I enjoyed those also. So when our church de-
cided to purchase the blue Hymnal that we are using now, I was happy to see that
PRECIOUS LORD was in the blue Hymnal. So that is why I have chosen PRECIOUS
LORD, TAKE MY HAND on page 575.”

Many hymns are written out of tragic circumstances. Thomas Andrew Dorsey
wrote “Precious Lord, take my Hand” in the throes of tragedy. Dorsey was born in
Georgia to large family. His father was a Baptist preacher and his mother was a pi-
ano teacher. He was influenced early on by jazz and blues music and played in night
clubs. Eventually, he became active in the Pilgrim Baptist Church in Chicago, where
he served as the church’s choir director for forty years. In 1932, Dorsey was 32 years
old and was a new husband. His wife, Nettie, was pregnant with their first child.
During her last month of pregnancy, he was to be the featured soloist at a large reviv-
al meeting. During a break, a messenger boy ran up with a telegram which informed
him that his wife had just died giving birth. When he returned to Chicago, he learned
that he had a son, but that night his son also died. He buried them together in the
same casket. Then he fell apart. Dorsey said, “For days, I closeted myself. I felt that
God had done me an injustice. I didn’t want to serve Him anymore or write gospel
songs. I just wanted to go back to that jazz world I once knew so well...” A professor
friend took him up to a neighborhood music school where he began to play the piano
and then wrote “Precious Lord, take my hand.” The song has been translated into
more than 30 languages.

“Precious Lord, Take My

Precious Lord, take my hand

Lead me on, let me stand

I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm lone
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me
home

When my way grows drear precious
Lord linger near

When my light is almost gone

Hear my cry, hear my call

Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me
home

When the darkness appears and the
night draws near

And the day is past and gone

At the river I stand

Guide my feet, hold my hand

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me
home
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Hutterthal or Mennonite
by Norman Hofer

I was a boy of 11 or 12 when the church family decided the old church
building was just not adequate for our needs and we needed to build a new
church. It was an exciting time for me. My father was elected chairman of the
Building Committee, so I got to see and witness many of the decisions that
needed to be made.

How big, what style, what material, what color, where to build, who
should be the contractor, kitchen, Sunday School rooms, how expensive to
build and many other decisions had to be made. It was estimated to cost over
$50,000.00 even with much volunteer labor.

It was a very stressful time for our church family. Our church family
was growing, but most of the young couples were buying land far to the north,
in McCook County with addresses like Spencer, Salem, Canistota and Bridge-
water.

Some felt we should build the new church three miles to the north to
accommodate these young families. Only one family lived more than four
miles south of the church, but many were driving over 15 miles from the north.

At a very contentious meeting the vote was taken, 47 to 48 in favor of
building where the church is today. It almost split the church, some did leave,
and many were deeply hurt.

As the building was progressing, the contractor asked what we wanted
above the front door of the church.

Some wanted the name HUTTERTHAL because that had been the
name of our congregation for 110 years starting in Russia. Others said we
want MENNONITE because that is our denomination now. We had officially
became MENNONITE less than ten years before building the new church.

At the meeting to decide the name above the door, someone jokingly (I
hope) suggested we use MENNONITE, as those letters are costing us $5.00
each to cast into the concrete, and we can save $5.00. (Count the letters)

It was a good decision, yes HUTTERTHAL is our heritage and history,
but today we are a part of the MENNONITE denomination.



Being part of a denomination has provided a way for our people to do
mission work, volunteer working for others, supporting a seminary and provid-
ing educational material and helping with church leadership.

We were independent from coming to America in 1879 to 1943. Many of
the older people in the church remembered being independent, and they very
much wanted to be part of the Mennonite denomination.
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CORRECT ANSWERS TO THE COMMITTEE MATCH-UP

Rodney, Eric, Larry - AUDITING
Chad, Cameron, Norman - CEMETERY
Donovan, Lyndon - FUNDRAISING
Kathy, Todd - LEADERSHIP
Amy, Joline, Kenny - SCHOLARSHIP
Amanda - WELLSPRING
LeRoy, Donovan - SERVICE
Barbie - MENTOR COORDINATOR
Edie, Sherryl, Barbie - PROJECT PLANNING
Marj, Joann, Priscilla - FUNERAL
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Congregational Ministries September Project:

Cash — Mennonite Women and Mennonite Men,
Mennonite Church
USA WOMEN: $24 supports the International Women’s
Fund, the annual Bible Study guide and the Mennonite
Women Board of Directors and Human Resources
MEN: MC USA Mennonite Men's JOIN HANDS Program -

Mennonite Church Building Program

June project: Cash - The Banquet (no new donations)

Expense: $493.24
Income: $290.00

July project: Cash —$650.00 MEDA (Mennonite Economic Development
Associates) Project

Date Attendance Income
Aug. 1 71 $3,783.00
Aug. 8 63 $1,816.00
Aug. 15 67 $1,798.00
Aug. 22 54 $1,574.00
ONLINE GIVING $400.00

Wednesday- Saturday
7-11 am

v - My two days off will be Monday and Tuesday. People
3 are welcome to call, email, or text me, to set up an al-

ternate appointment or just drop in to my office any-

Coggg(%‘ggl time during my office hours.
Thank you Pastor Randall
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15) Suzanne Koerner
19) Charmaine Ries
19) Peyton McCune
23) Dennie Hofer
25) Ross Hofer

26) Gary Tschetter

Birthdays
1) BenFriesen Anniversaries
4) Jennifer Kleinsasser
5)  John D Stahl 6) Chris & Melissa Hofer
8)  Rylea Timmerman 7) Doug and Becky McCune
8)  Guss Timmerman 22)  Galen Hofer & Stephanie Phibbs
10) Gunnar Tschetter
12) Dustin Tschetter
15) Stewart Hofer

WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

) By Brigitta Hofer
% {&;’ B gp? Celebrating your birthday doesn’t mean that you have to
g%s ® L”/—?é have a big party every year. Sometimes people do have

LSS JTW 2 Dbirthdays to celebrate what they call “the big ones,” such

Yo MW“V{ # as 18, 30, 40, 50, and so forth. A simple dinner, or having

.3 cake and ice cream, with your family or a few close friends

% %gg 9 ® {Elﬁi is usually all it takes to feel happy, uplifted, and appreci-

774 ated. Greeting cards and telephone calls are always wel-

come as well. Why not celebrate your birthday every

year? It is always good to acknowledge that you exist on the earth. Receive it

in good faith when others are willing to celebrate your birthday with you. My

good friend, Anna, who lives at Tschetter Colony, says the “big ones” celebrat-

ed there are 5 and 15.

Connection!: Published since April 2000

Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman
Adyvisory Board: Chair- Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schrock, Suzanne Koerner,

HMC Links
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org “Like” Us on Facebook — www.facebook.com/
hutterthalmennonitechurch

**Submissions are due by the last Wednesday of the month.** Thank you.
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