
  

October 2021 

Connection! 
Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

Congregational Ministries October Project: 
 

Relief kits provide valuable supplies to families whose lives have 

been disrupted by war or disaster. 17,514 shipped last year to Jor-

dan, Democratic Republic of Korea (North Korea), Ukraine, Syria, 

Lebanon, Haiti, and the U.S. Place the following items in a box and 

bring to church. Contents (NEW items only)  

 4 large bars bath soap (leave in wrapper)  

Shampoo (1 or 2 bottles, totaling more than 20 oz; place in resealable plastic bag) 

4 large bars laundry soap (such as Fels Naptha®, Sunlight® or Zote® brands)  

 4 adult-size toothbrushes (in manufacturer’s packaging)  

 4 new bath towels (medium weight, dark or bright colors; approx. 29 in x 60 in)  

 2 wide-toothed combs (6–8 in)  

 1 nail clipper (good quality)  

 1 box adhesive bandages (minimum 40, assorted) 

 Sanitary pads (THIN; 1 or 2 packages, minimum 28 pads total)  

 

August project: School kits –63 school kits were given this year. 
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Rural Insights  
Reflections from Pastor Randall 

What School Looks Like for Me 
           In mid-August, we had our backpack blessing for all of our Hutterthal 
students who are starting another school year. During that Sunday morning 
children’s story, I told those who were present that I am a student, too. That 
short children’s story, though did not give much detail about my present school 
experience at seminary, so I chose to explore what school looks like for me here 
in our monthly newsletter. 
 

On August 27, 2021, I started my third academic year at Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, IN. I am pursuing a Master’s of Divin-
ity in Pastoral Ministry through the Connect (or online) program. It is an 81-
credit program. Each class that I take is usually worth 3 credits, so my degree 
includes around 27 classes (because a few are not worth 3 credits, and a few 
others are worth more than 3 credits). Currently, I have 17 credits completed, 
so I have a long way to go in my degree program.  

 
Finishing my homework and class projects on top of full-time work and 

a family has its challenges, so I have usually only taken one course in each of 
the three semesters (fall, spring, summer) of my previous school years. This 
year, though, I am trying to take 2 courses in both the fall and spring semesters 
and then only one course in the summer semester, which means that I will 
hopefully complete 15 total credits over the course of this academic year (from 
August 2021 to July 2022). If I am able to maintain this current pace, I will, 
God-willing, finish my degree by my eighth year (which seems far off in the fu-
ture, but I take it one day, one class, one assignment at a time).  

 
With all of that in mind, I ask you for your prayers as I continue pursu-

ing this part of my pastoral ministry experience alongside ministering at Hut-
terthal and raising a family. Remember too that you are always welcome to ask 
how school is going.   
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 Book review  ...by Norman Hofer 

His Truth is Marching On     
 John Lewis and the Power of Hope   

 by Jon Meacham.   
 The story of congressman John Lewis (1940-

2020) 

     This has been a long summer, with Covid outbreaks, 

vaccine/anti vaccine arguments, political disagreements, 

drought, forest fires, immigration crisis, global warming 

issues, etc. Is there any hope? 

       This has been one of the hardest books I have read 

in my lifetime.  The book is easy to read, but the memo-

ries it brings back of the civil right movement in the 1960's and 1970's seem 

almost hopeless.  There was no answer to the problems. 

1954 US Supreme Court rules segregation by color is unconstitutional 
1955 Fourteen year old Emmet Till was lynched by white mob in Mississippi 
1955 Rosa Parks in Montgomery, Alabama refuses to give up her on seat on city 

bus so a white can sit there,  Led to a yearlong boycott of city buses 
1957 Arkansas governor Orval Faubus stands at the door of Little Rock Central 

High School  to prevent nine black students from entering school. He calls 
up the Arkansas National Guard to prevent their entrance. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower sends the 101 Airborne Division of the US Air 
Force to enforce the integration. 

1961 Freedom Ride on integrated interstate buses.  John Lewis beaten by white 
mob, Riders sentenced to prison for 30 days 

1963 Gov George Wallace of Alabama stands at the door of University of Ala-
bama to prevent black students from registering, "Segregation now, segre-
gation tomorrow, segregation forever." 

1963 June,  Civil right worker Medgar Evers shot to death as he walked to his 
house at Jackson, Miss. Wife and children witnessed the shooting. 

1963 September, Black Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, bombed, four 
black girls killed.   

1963 November, John F. Kennedy shot in Dallas Texas as the nation watched. 
1965 President Johnson signed the Voting Rights Bill. 
1965 February, Malcolm X assassinated in New York  
1968 April,  Martin Luther King shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee 
1968 June,  Presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy assassinated in Califor-

nia        Continued on next page 
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     Through all of this carnage and strife, both John Lewis and Martin Luther 
King followed the teachings of Jesus and did not fight back.  Return good for 
evil, turn the other cheek, but do not strike back.  Many in the civil rights move-
ment said "You can only win if you have bigger guns than the opponent".  They 
knew how Mahatma Gandhi had gained independence for India from the British 
Empire.  They chose to follow nonviolence, even if it cost them beatings, jailing 
and even assassination. 
     I would strongly recommend everyone read this book, it needs to be 
read!  Start with reading the book on page 233, the Epilogue of the 
book.  THERE IS HOPE!  "We all came here on a different ship to this land, but 
we are now all in the same boat.  It doesn't matter if you are black or white or 
Hispanic or Asian American or Native American, whether we are Democratic or 
Republican or Independent, that we are one people.  We are one house.  We are 
one family.  It doesn't matter, we have to find a way to live together.  We have to 
find a way to understand each other.  We have to find a way to make peace with 
each other." 
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QUICKIE QUIZZES FROM THE BIBLE 

ALPHABET QUIZ – LETTER G 

 

 

 

1. In what city did the Philistines finally imprison Samson?  Judges 16:21 

2. What kind of wood did Noah use in building the ark?  Genesis 6:14 

3. Who taught Paul (Saul) the law of the fathers?  Acts 22:3 

4. Who was the servant of the prophet Elisha?  ll Kings 8:4 

5. What were the people called that were not Jews?  Matthew 10:5,6 

 

ALPHABET QUIZ – LETTER H 

1.  Who died on the gallows prepared for Mordecai?  Esther 7:9, 10 

2. Who was the second son of Noah, and the father of Canaan?  

 Genesis 9:18 

3. Who prayed for extra years to be given him?  ll Kings 20: 2,3 

4.  Solomon was the first king to have a large number of this kind of ani-
mal.  l Kings 4:26 

5. What did Belshazzar see on the wall at the palace during a feast?  
 Daniel 5:5 

From Brigitta Hofer 
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GENESIS, EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS 

CHURCH NUMBERS TRIVIA -  Some of you may need to put on your walk-
ing shoes to complete this trivia!  The questions pertain to our church building. 
Feel free to challenge my answers…(on page 15) 

1. What is the church office phone number? ___________ 
2. Number of doors in which to enter the church_____ 
3. Number of members as of December 31, 2020_______ 
4. Number of doors in the Educational Wing that are numbered_______ 
5. Number of phones in the church________ 
6. Number of pianos_______ 
7. Number of sinks (the double sinks in the kitchen are each considered as 

one, as each one has a faucet) _______ 
8. Age of one of your Sunday School Teachers______ 
9. Number of ceiling, globe lights in the sanctuary_______ 
10. Number of handicapped parking signs in parking lot_________ 
11. Age of Pastor Randall 

I have a prize for each person who gets all the answers right, so let me know if 
you get them all correct.  Brigitta 
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First Fruits Community Gardens 

submitted by Suzanne Koerner 

 “October is nature’s funeral month.  Nature glories in death more than in life.  The 

month of departure is more beautiful than the month of coming—October than May.  

Every green thing loves to die in bright colors.----Henry Ward Beecher 

     As summer fades to autumn, First Fruits Community Gardens are winding down.  
Vines are dying or dead, and the aroma of rotting tomatoes, as happens this time of 
year, tickles the nose as one walks through the rows and hunts for the last bits of sum-
mer goodness.  During the final week of September, classrooms of children from Free-
man Academy will come and do one more picking 
of peppers and tomatoes; one more digging of pota-
toes, and will use the garden produce once more to 
count by 5’s or figure fractions or compute story 
problems. 
      FFCG has once again been generous, giving 
hundreds of pounds of produce to the Bethany 
Food Pantry, the Yankton Area Banquet, Freeman 
Academy’s kitchen and dormitory, Swan Lake 
Christian Camp, and any who chose to come and 
pick of its bounty.  Volunteers from churches and 
community groups have also been generous.  Saint 
Paul Lutheran youth, North Church, South Church, 
Hutterthal, FFA, FA students, and a 4-H club have 
all donated time and effort to weed and pick pro-
duce.   

      A dilemma that always causes issues is where to take the pro-
duce.  While the local food pantry is the first and obvious choice, 
recent decisions to decrease the number of weeks the pantry is 
open has made searching for other places to donate a real priori-
ty.  The pantry has gone from being open every Friday, to the 
first three Fridays of the month, and now recently only the first 
and third Friday.   
      A refrigerator to temporarily store produce was donated by 
Vince Hofer and Ellen Riordan.  It was placed in the 4 bay stor-
age-garage at the north edge of the FA parking lot to be accessi-
ble for groups to easily use.  What a delightful gift!  Another huge 
gift of money was recently donated by funds given to the South 
Church designated for missions.  Perhaps a better system to wa-

ter the Bethany garden, a tiller, and a garden cart could be some uses for those funds. 
For now, the focus will be cleaning up the garden and putting it to rest for the winter 
months, until the Lord sends the spring sunshine and rains, warming the soil and be-
ginning the cycle for another season  

produce lined up 
outside the food 
pantry.   

Amy Hofer Vetch digging pota-
toes with students from her Life 

Skills class  
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 VACATION TIME 

Submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

Were you able to go on a vacation this summer?  
Do you have plans for an upcoming vacation?  
These questions were posed to various individ-
uals and here are the responses received. 

MARCIA SCHROCK -  My vacation will be taking a two-day road trip to Michi-
gan.  I am leaving on September 7th to help take care of my Mother.  She had 
back surgery August 18th and has three months of recovery.  My siblings and I 
will be taking care of Mother in her home.  Cannot say when I will return to 
SD.  I am from Michigan and, hopefully, I will be able to take in some of the 
fall colors before I return.  From Michigan I am going on to Kansas to take in 
some football games that my grandsons are involved in at school before their 
season ends. 

BRIGITTA HOFER – Our entire family, as well as two friends, went on a vaca-
tion in MT this summer.  Some of us drove and some of us went by plane. 
Those of us that were flying landed in Bozeman, MT, which, of course, made 
me think of Ross Hofer, as that is where he and his wife live. We rented a spa-
cious chalet at the base of Big Sky Resort, which is about 45 minutes southwest 
of Bozeman. We prepared some of our meals there, but also had certain eater-
ies we wanted to explore.  There were many activities – golf, traditional and 
disc, zip lining, mountain biking, whitewater rafting, shopping, spas, hiking, 
fly fishing and playing board games. Not each one of us did every activity. My 
favorite activity was white water rafting on the Gallatin River. We also went to 
Yellowstone to see the eruption of Old Faithful.  MT is a state I have visited 
several times, and I enjoy the scenic views. It was great to spend so much time 
with my family.  And I think we still liked each other by the time we returned 
home.  Those of us that flew spent one night in Bozeman, as we had to get up 
at 3:30 AM to get to the airport.  We did attend a movie while there and we 
were able to meet up for supper with one of the guys that lived with Kelly and 
Brian when they were his billet family. Ryan is originally from Whitefish, MT, 
but is working and attending school in Bozeman.  He and my grandson Jayke 
had a great time catching up on mutual hockey friends. 

 

        Continued on next  page 
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SHANE AND AMY HOFER VETCH -  The summer of 2021 was a time to cele-
brate travel and Shane’s 50th Birthday.  Morgan, Tyler (daughter and son-in-
law), Shane and myself traveled to San Francisco, California to celebrate the 4th 
of July, see Sequoia Trees and visit wineries in Napa Valley.  Shane has always 
wanted to see the “big” trees.  Though we did not get access to Yosemite to see 
the Redwoods we found a lovely State park which had great Sequoia Trees that 
took our breath away and were so inspiring.  We saw a crosscut of a log that 
showed growth rings all the way back to the time when Jesus was born!   
      Shane and I also traveled to Portland, Oregon to see his goddaughter.  It had 
been close to 7 years since we last saw her face to face and we were excited to re-
connect.  She was an amazing host and took us all over Portland.  We met her 
fiancé and are looking forward to a May 2022 wedding out in Portland.  One of 
the spots we visited, Cannon Beach, Oregon is where Shane and I spent our hon-
eymoon 15 years ago!  
 
STEVE AND CHARLENE FRIESEN  - made 2 quick trips south together this 
summer. The third weekend in July, Steve and I attended his 50th high school 
class reunion. As many of you know, this can be exciting and rewarding but also 
a bit apprehensive. Steve said he had a wonderful 3 hours visiting with his class-
mates. Several class members who had not attended other reunions did attend 
this one and it was good connecting with them again. We all recognized our ag-
ing (aches and pains, even joint replacements) and some have done the retire-
ment thing already. Some are still waiting to. It is difficult to hear the difficulties 
some have experienced but they still give God the glory and proclaim He is ever 
good. Out of the 53 class members, 28 attended. It was sad to acknowledge that 
8 have already passed away. During this weekend we also attended the funeral 
of one of his uncles (and visited with some of his many cousins). While we will 
miss Uncle Robert, it was encouraging to see his older brother Marvin (98 years 
young!) come driving up to the funeral home himself! 
       Then 2 weeks later we traveled to Kansas. Steve's oldest sister, Bev, and her 
husband Fred Goehring live just a mile off Hwy 81 right outside Moundridge. All 
4 siblings and spouses (as well as some of his nieces and nephews) were together 
one evening for an outdoor barbecue supper at his youngest sister, Brenda's, 
place. This was especially important for her since she is disabled and rather lim-
ited in what she can do since her aneurysm 15 years ago. It was also encouraging 
to be together at this time since Steve's brother Stan had heart bypass surgery 
just 3 weeks later. He is doing well on the long road of recovery. Yes, more trips 
down US 81 are to come. 
 
        Continued on next  page 
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 TODD AND SUZANNE KOERNER -Two summers ago, Todd, Jada and I went 
to the Bighorn mountains in Wyoming, stayed in the Ten Sleep campground at 
9200 ft, and hiked to the Lost Twin Lakes in the Cloud Peak Wilderness, a 12-
mile round trip trek.  I fell in love with the wilderness area and bought a big 
map on the way out of the Bighorns.  Soon after, we made plans to return in 
two years and hike 40 miles through the wilderness area. This allowed time to 
purchase some backpacking equipment, plan a route, and get in shape.  Todd 
was dealing with some foot and knee issues, so we asked Clara to hike with 
me.  In late June, in the middle of a drought, we packed up and drove to Wyo-
ming.  The plan was for all of us to hike up the first day, stay in two tents, and 
then Clara and I would continue on through the Cloud Peak Wilderness while 
the others would hike back to the pickup and set up camp on the other side of 
the wilderness. It began to rain steadily as soon as we parked at the trailhead. 
The rain continued throughout the rest of the day as we hiked upward to Lake 
Helen and pitched our tents. As Clara and I parted ways with the others the 
next morning, our spirits were high.  Soon, rain turned to sleet, and then snow 
as we traversed past Misty Moon Lake and through Florence Pass at 11,000 
ft.  There were places where the snow blocked the path, and our legs fell 
through the rocks when we veered off the trail.  We crossed 4 rushing moun-
tain creeks (8 in three days) with our shoes off and pants rolled all the way 
up.  After ten miles, we settled for the night in a meadow, completely soaked 
and shivering. Our spirits were not so high, and we prayed for strength and 
warmth.  After rain fell most of the night, we packed up the wet tent and sup-
plies, donned our damp clothing, and continued.  The third day offered more 
peaks of sunshine, and with Clara’s singing and our fervent prayers, we hoped 
for a drier day.  The new plan was to hike the rest of the way out in one day in-
stead of two. With our map, compass, and GPS, we navigated many turns and 
trail changes, sunshine and rain, and gorgeously varied terrain.  16 miles later, 
with God’s help, we limped into our campground and reunited with our loved 
ones.  It was a miserable, yet majestic experience.  I want to go again! 
 
       Continued on next page 
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LEROY AND KATHY PULLMAN -        We traveled by plane on June 25 to 
New Orleans. On Saturday June 29, we hit the town.  Walking, walking and 
more walking. We took a tour of the French quarter, that was very interesting 
trying to soak in the all the history of the area.  Sunday June 27th, we entered 
out next phase of our trip. Got on board an American Cruise Lines ship to take 
a ride up the Mississippi river. This trip was a week- long journey on the river 
and stopping at different ports along the way, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
Natchez, Mississippi, Vicksburg, Missouri and ending up in Memphis Tennes-
see. On the ship we had a spacious cabin with a deck, that we enjoyed sitting 
and watching the world go by. While at the different ports we seen plantations, 
of which had over 600-year-old cottonwood trees that were just huge, also vis-
ited a working Cotton plantation. and toured many historic antebellum man-
sions.  
      Our second trip was July 21- 26. This time driving back to the south, with 
friends, Stopping in St. Louis, Mo. After some touring there we were on our 
way to Nashville, Tn. While there toured the Johnny Cash Museum, Country 
Music Hall of Fame and of course taking in the Grand ole Opry with a tour of it 
and attending the Saturday night performance.  From there we were off to 
Memphis to visit Graceland. Arriving home on July. 26th. We love to travel, 
but as always good to be back home safely. 
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HMC held an Ice Cream Social on 

Aug. 29th @ 6:30 pm 

Ice Cream was had by all and games 

for the kids, also with good conversa-

tions 

Sept. 19th, Lynelle Allison Enrollment 

Director at Freeman Academy, shared a 

Moment in Mission, updating us on  

Freeman Academy.  Joining her were, 

two students, Pictured below in the cen-

ter is Samuela Ndongosieme and on the 

right is Laura Ilunga both from the Con-

go.  
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HMC held a Sunday School Dedication, Sept. 19th, Lead by Adult Supt. 

Barbie Hofer and Children’s Supt. Rebecca Hofer. 

Sept 26 Shalom Readers Awards. 16 children 

participated.  

 

 

 

Everyone enjoyed the 
display from the kids, 
bringing the books  
that they have 
 read to life. 
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Growing Pains at Swan Lake Christian Camp 

submitted by Suzanne Koerner 

     If numbers are an indication of success, then 

SLCC has gone off the charts.  This summer, follow-

ing a growing trend (other than last year when numbers dipped because of 

Covid), 640 kids registered for camp.  This yearly total has nearly doubled since 

Jerry and Judy Kroeker took over as camp directors in 1998, over 20 years ago.  

After juggling a particularly high number of junior high kids (many of them 

girls,) Jerry commented, “We will find ways to house the kids this summer, but 

we need to seriously consider next summer already.”  Plans are in the works for 

two new cabins. Other ways of housing campers while making use of the facili-

ties for rental groups who occupy nearly every weekend and many week days 

are being considered.   

      A new bathhouse was finished by the camping season. The facility was built 

with the intention of using it for male campers as well as for family groups and 

other retreats, and Jerry looks forward to the opportunities that it will provide 

for more individuals to enjoy coming to camp. 

      Kianne Gilles completed her first summer as program director. Among her 

many duties are overseeing staff and counselors, and lining up Bible leaders for 

camps. 

The SLCC board will be meeting on October 1 and 2 for a board retreat.  Su-
zanne Koerner is currently a board member. 

 

 

Harvest Mission Festival  

at Hutterthal will be held  

on October 31st.  
 

*Watch for more details in the  

     coming weeks posted in the HMC bulletin. 
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 ANSWERS TO CHURCH NUMBERS TRIVIA 

1.  605-925-7186 

2. 6, Main Entry by Steps, Entry used on Sunday mornings, Door by Library, 

Doors at the end of the South Wing and the West Wing. Also a door up the 

back steps of the Fellowship Hall. 

3. 162 

4. 15 

5. 0, phones have now been disconnected.  

6. 4, Main Sanctuary, Basement, Youth Room, Children’s Singing Room 

7. 8,  Kitchen 3, basement bathrooms 2, baby room 1, educational wing bath-

rooms 2 

8. This is a free one for you 

9. 10 

10. 12 

11. 31 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Aug. 29 61  $1,797.00 

Sept. 5 44  $1,719.00 

Sept. 12  54  $1,559.00 

Sept. 19 60  $2,554.00 

Sept. 26 48  $1,640.0 

ONLINE GIVING   $410.00 

    Wednesday- Saturday  
  7-11 am 
 
My two days off will be Monday and Tuesday. People 

are welcome to call, email, or text me, to set up an al-

ternate appointment or just drop in to my office any-

time during my office hours.  

Thank you     Pastor Randall 
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    WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 

By Brigitta Hofer 

I selected the names of some of the people that I know 
have October birthdays and for the fun of it I re-
searched some dates to find out who else may be cele-
brating a birthday on their special day. XAVIER WARD, 
Oct. 2, shares the same birthdate as India’s Hindu lead-
er that taught non-violence, Mahatma Ghandi: ALVINA 
HOFER, Oct. 3, and Gwen Stefani Shelton, singer and 
songwriter: KATHY PULLMAN, Oct. 4, and the Catho-

lic religious leader, St. Francis of Assisi: KYLEA WALTNER, Oct 11, and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, former first lady, wife of Franklin D. Roosevelt: JOSEPH KRAMER, 
Oct. 17, and motorcycle daredevil Evel Knievel: TORRIE ZACHRIASEN, Oct. 24, 
and SD politician Mike Rounds. – I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.  Psalm 139:14 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schrock, Suzanne Koerner,  
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                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
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Birthdays 
2) Xavier Ward 
3)  Brigitta Hofer  
3)  Alvina Hofer 
4)  Kathy Pullman  
6)  LaVern Walter  
6)  Lance Friesen 
8)  Galen Hofer 

11) Kylea Waltner 
13)  Tom Stahl 
17)  Joseph Kramer 
24)  Torrie Zachariasen 
29)  Natalie Friesen  
31)  Shawn Hofer  

Anniversaries  

06) Phil & Joline Thomas 
15)  Bruce & Monica Hofer 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

