
  

November 2021 

Connection! 

 

Making a CONNECTION with one another 

Hutterthal  
Mennonite 

Church 

A special thank-you to 

 Rina Hofer and Charlene Frie-

sen, and their helpers, Camilla 

Hofer and Finley McCune, for 

decorating Hutterthal for the  

autumn season. 



2 

Rural Insights  
Reflections from Pastor Randall 

Following Jesus Christ in a Partisan World 
This past weekend (October 22-23), I attended a pastors retreat in Oma-

ha through Central Plains Mennonite Conference. One of the goals of our time 

together was fellowship, connection, and encouragement for each other as pas-

tors. Another goal was to provide some practical ideas for working through this 

hyper-partisan and tension-filled time in the USA. 

During our Friday evening discussions, we explored how the biblical 

role or purpose of government is to limit evil by using the minimum amount of 

evil or violence (1 Tim. 2:2; 1 Pet. 2:13-14; Romans 13:1-7). In other words, gov-

ernment can do good, but only by using evil. In contrast, followers of Jesus are 

called to love their enemies and draw people toward the transformation that is 

only possible through relationship with Jesus Christ. Our most effective meth-

od, then, for working with God to renew and restore all of creation is inviting 

others to follow Jesus. We do not give up on government or abstain from par-

ticipation. Rather, we are to hold government to its God-given role by identify-

ing government’s failures in limiting evil. 

 Then on Saturday, the leader of our conversation offered us 4 rules and 

4 commitments for engaging in political conversations. We use these rules and 

commitments to center us in our work of spreading the love of Jesus, while also 

calling government to its role of limiting evil. The 4 rules are: eliminate “us vs. 

them” thinking; embrace humility; employ empathy and curiosity; and eradi-

cate syncretism. The 4 commitments are: finding my truest identity in Jesus 

Christ alone; tearing down political dividing walls; politically responding in 

ways that are rooted in introspection, faithfulness, and conviction; and holding 

a posture of repentance and humility. I’m curious what questions or concerns 

or affirmations come to mind as you read this? What do you agree or not agree 

with? Why? I would love to hear your reflections by call, text, or email  
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Cousins   

by Betty Kilby Baldwin and Phoebe 
Kilby 

submitted by Charlene Friesen 

 

This is the remarkable story of two 
amazing women, one a Black descendant of slaves and the other a White de-
scendant of the Black family’s enslavers. What happens when they learn of their 
shared history? 
 
In alternating chapters Betty Kilby Baldwin and Phoebe Kilby, give voice to their 
life experiences and their path of reconciliation. Their childhoods could not have 
been more different. Betty grew up on a farm in a segregated town in Virginia. 
She was one of the first Black students to integrate the local white high school. 
Phoebe grew up in Baltimore City surrounded by white privilege. 
Phoebe and Betty are an inspiration. Their words reveal two people who share a 
genuine affection and respect for each other and for their kinship, and want oth-
ers to experience the restorative healing this can bring.  
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2021 HMC Church picnic 
submitted by Kylea Tschetter and Rina Hofer 
pictures by Autumn Rouse and Rebecca Hofer 

We had our church picnic on October 17th after Sunday School at the Pool Park 
with about 50 people. We had hot dogs and lots of side dishes and desserts. Af-
ter the meal the kids played balloon games and a game where they tried knock-
ing down water bottles using nylons on their heads. We had a wonderful time 

visiting and enjoying the beautiful weather.  

Food-line almost ready! 
Mary R., Brigitta H., and  
Kylea Waltner are Pictured 

Time to eat! 

Vivienne Koehler 
enjoying the swing  
with the help of Laura 
Llunga and Jada Koerner 

Pictured above on the right is Sherryl Friesen. 
On the left is her daughter Denise, and her son, 
Eric Friesen in the back ground with Norman 
and Darlene Hofer 
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Time for Fun 

and Games! 

Isabel and Addison 

Waltner, back to 

back 

Pastor Randall 

 giving it a try! 

Egan Mettler with a big swing 

BLOW 

Brynlee 

Hofer 

Camilla passing a 

balloon 
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QUICKIE QUIZZES FROM THE BIBLE 

RUTH 

During the month of October Pastor Ran-
dall had several messages on the book of 
Ruth.  While the book of Ruth is still fresh 
in your mind, here are some questions for 

you. 

1. Who wrote the book of Ruth? 

2. Where were Naomi and her family from? 

3. The women Naomi’s sons married were Oprah Winfrey and Jesse Raphael, 
Orpah and Ruth, Opie and Babe Ruth, or Mary and Martha? 

4. How long did they live in Moab before both of Naomi’s sons died? 

5. After making her plans, Naomi told her daughters-in-law to go back and 
live with their mothers, go into business with her, take care of her in her 
old age, or to be sure to raise her grandchildren right? 

6. When Naomi and Ruth returned to Bethlehem, Naomi got a new social se-
curity number, changed her name to Marah, burned incense to Jehovah, 
or told everyone that they were following a star? 

7. In return for gleaning only in his field, Boaz promised Ruth that she would 
be safe and have plenty of water to drink, three nose rings and a snake 
tattoo, that she would be declared the most beautiful woman in Bethle-
hem, or that she could return to Moab? 

8. What two grains did Ruth glean? 

9. Boaz gave Ruth the book “365 Ways to Serve Barley,” a lecture on laziness, 
the three nose rings and tattoo he had promised earlier, or six measures 
of barley? 

10. After the purchase of Elimelech’s property, Boaz asked Ruth for ten % of 
the money, suggested that they go into the real estate business together, 
married Ruth, or sent Ruth back to Moab? 

From Brigitta Hofer 



7 

Hymn of the Month 
Submitted by  

Suzanne Koerner 
 

This month’s special hymn is 
from Alvina Hofer.   

She has chosen  
“Learning to Lean on Jesus.” 

 
Alvina said, “John Stallings wrote the song Learning to Lean on Jesus when 
he was sad and broken hearted. He knelt at the altar and prayed.  He said 
there at the altar he found a peace that was so serene it was like a childlike 
faith such as he had never known.  It was like a total dependence on God. As 
a result, he wrote this song and used it in his ministry wherever he preached.  
I too have learned to trust and lean on God so much more since my faithful 
partner went to be with the Lord.  He is faithful.” 
 
Here are the words to John Stalling’s “Learning to Lean on Jesus.” 

1.  The joy I can’t explain  
filled my soul 

The day I made Jesus my king. 
His Blessed Holy Spirit is  

leading my way, 
He's teaching and I'm learning to lean. 

Learning to lean,  
Learning to lean, 

I'm learning to lean on Jesus. 
Finding more power than  

I've ever dreamed, 
I'm learning to lean on Jesus. 

 
2. Sad broken hearted,  

at an alter I knelt. 
I found peace that was so serene. 

And all that He asks  
is a childlike trust, 

And a heart that is learning to lean 
Learning to lean,  

Learning to lean, 
I'm learning to lean on Jesus. 

Finding more power than 
 I've ever dreamed, 

I'm learning to lean on Jesus. 
 

3. There's a glorious victory, each day 
now for me. 

I've found peace so serene. 
He helps me with each task,  

If I'll only ask. 
Every day now I'm learning to lean. 

Learning to lean,  
Learning to lean, 

I'm learning to lean on Jesus. 
Finding more power than  

I've ever dreamed  
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      Menno media which publishes our 
Sunday school material has switched from 
the uniform series to their own schedule 
of lessons. This results in studying more 
familiar passages with the emphasis given 
to New Testament studies. 
      The new format also provides daily 
reading throughout the week using relat-
ed scripture passages.  
       The theme for this quarter is God's 
Approachable Community. The winter 
quarter is entitled Participating in God's 
Reality. This is the same format we used 
for our winter Bible study on Zoom.  
     Our numbers are few, but our discus-
sion is meaningful. It is also a time of 
sharing more intimate issues then are 
shared during the church service. We are 
also looking for a part time teacher or dis-
cussion leader. Please feel free to join us 
whenever you can.  Les Rensink 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS:  

Teachers, L to R – Todd Koerner, 
Edie Tschetter, Les Rensink 

JUNIOR HIGH/HIGH SCHOOL  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  

Jada Koerner, Autumn Rouse, TEACH-
ERS: Pastor Randall, Amanda Met-
tler  Not pictured: Savanna Timmerman, 
Torrie Zachariasen 

Our youth Sunday School class is 
not studying a particular curricu-
lum. Instead, we practice the 
same 3 habits each Sunday morn-
ing. We spend a few moments in 
mutual support, checking in with 
each other and hearing how the 
last week has been. Then we read 
scripture and liturgy together as a 
way of encountering God and 
talking about where we see God 
in our lives. Finally, we end each 
Sunday School class with a time 
of prayer for all that is happening 
in our lives.   Pastor Randall 
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 The 3rd—6th grade Sunday 
School classes have been 
studying about God’s crea-
tion.  We are now using Bible
-in-Life by David C. Cook.   
     Bible-in-Life for preteens 
challenges kids to see God 
throughout the week and ap-
ply His Word to their every-
day life. Preteens build out 
their faith foundation 
through Bible study, Scrip-
ture memory and conversa-
tions about current events, 
friendships, peer pressure 
and family relationships—all 
with focus on real-life appli-
cation.  Submitted by  
Suzanne Koerner 

GRADES 3-6 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

Back Row, teachers, L to R; Suzanne Koerner, 
Les Rensink, Rebecca Hofer 
Front Row, L to R; Egan Mettler, Addison 
Waltner, Isabel Waltner, Stetson Waltner 
(Guest), and Alyssa Hofer 
Not pictured: Genna and Joey Kramer, Jessica 
Scheetz, Guss and Rylea Timmerman 

GRADES K-2 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  

Back Row, L to R – Kylea Waltner (teacher), 
Brynlee Hofer, Camilla Hofer, Bridget Neuharth, 
Bella Lima, Noelle Friesen, Rina Hofer 
(teacher),  
Front Row, L to R– Ethan Waltner,  
   and Isaac Mettler  

We will be focusing on 3 key 
parts: God gives us families, 
God gives us friends, and God 
gives us the church. In Sep-
tember we talked about car-
ing and helpful families, how 
we learn from our families, 
and how we love our families. 
In the month of October we 
talked about how friends are 
special, Jesus is my friend, 
how we can help friends, how 
Jesus helps your friends, and 
how we can share what we 
have. In November we will 
talk about learning from the 
Bible, giving our offerings, 
praying for people and taking 
care of church leaders. Sub-
mitted by Kylea Waltner 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD/PRESCHOOL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS: 

 Back row L to R, teachers Barbie Hofer, Mar-
cia Schrock, Kathy Pullman  
Front Row L to R – Otto Mettler, Avery 
Waltner, Landon Neuharth, Vivienne Koehler 

The children are ages 2-4 
years old. We have children 
that are in their second 
year of preschool to chil-
dren who are just starting 
to come to class. They all 
go to music for the first ten 
minutes for two Sunday’s a 
month. We read them a 
short Bible story after a lit-
tle snack. Depending on the 
story we try and engage the 
children for a way to make 
an impression. The class 
usually goes to play room 
to finish the time.                    
submitted by,  
Barbie Hofer 

 

When we spend time 

getting to know God, 

we discover who He is and 

what He wants for our lives - and 

His plans are far better than  

any we could dream up 
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Cash Project  – Mennonite Disaster 

Service; Mennonite Disaster Service is 

a volunteer network of Anabaptist 

churches that responds in Christian 

love to those affected by disasters in 

Canada and the United States. While 

the main focus is on clean up, repair 

and rebuilding homes, this service touches lives and nurtures hope, 

faith and wholeness.  

Date        Attendance      Income 

Oct. 3  64  $3,079.00 

Oct. 10 83  $1,588.00 

Oct. 17  71  $  874.00 

Oct. 24 68  $1,850.00 

ONLINE GIVING   $406.00 

    Wednesday- Saturday  
  7-11 am 
 
My two days off will be Monday and Tuesday. People 

are welcome to call, email, or text me, to set up an al-

ternate appointment or just drop in to my office any-

time during my office hours.  

Thank you     Pastor Randall 

 

AN ADDITIONAL TEACHER IS NEEDED 

FOR THE GRADES K-2 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CLASS.  WON’T YOU PLEASE CONSIDER 

HELPING OUT RINA AND KYLEA?? 
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Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schrock, Suzanne Koerner,  
 

HMC Links 
Website - http://hmcfreeman.org  “Like” Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/  
                                                                                                 hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

**Submissions are due by the last Wednesday of the month.** Thank you. 

   WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 

   By Brigitta Hofer 

I once again took the liberty of finding well known people from other parts of 
the country who have birthdays when our well known Hutterthal friends have 
birthdays.  I admit that I did have a struggle with Calvin’s birthday, but I do 
remember the person whose name I selected and hope that she is familiar to 
some of you as well.  CALVIN HOFER Nov. 1 and Betsy Palmer, American ac-
tress from I’ve Got a Secret: VIVIENNE KOEHLER Nov. 3 and Marie Antoi-
nette, last queen of France before the French Revolution: MONICA CLEM 
Nov. 3 and Elizabeth Smart, safety activist, ABC News commentator, abduc-
tion survivor: STEVE MENDEL Nov. 19 and James Garfield, 20th US Presi-
dent: NICOLLE TIMMERMAN Nov. 21 and Steven Curtis Chapman, contem-
porary Christian music singer: SHARON WALTNER Nov. 22 and Billie Jean 
King, former world #1 tennis player: CAMILLA HOFER Nov. 23 Miley Cyrus, 
singer, song writer, and actress: CHAD HOFER Nov. 25 and Amy Grant, Chris-
tian singer and song writer: STEVE FRIESEN Nov. 29 and C.S. Lewis, British 
writer and lay theologian, author of Chronicles of Narnia. 
For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life.  
Proverbs 9:11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

1) Calvin Hofer 
3) Vivienne Koehler 
3) Monica Clem 
11) Robert Kleinsasser  

19)  Steve Mendel 
19)  Kym Tschetter  
21)  Nicolle Timmerman 
22)  Sharon Waltner 
23)  Camilla Hofer  
25) Chad Hofer 
27) Donita Davis 
29)  Steve Friesen 

Anniversaries  

 5) Paul & Priscilla Hofer 
10)   Amanda & Rodney Mettler 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch
http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

