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Rural Insights  
Reflections from Pastor Randall 

Advent 2021 – Dare to Imagine 
 As we approach the longest night of the year on December 21 or 22, we 
might be tempted to despair, to lose hope, to hole up in ourselves uncertain of 
where to find or look for the small bit of light piercing the darkness of what can 
be dreary Midwestern winters. Yet, the beauty of Advent in the northern hemi-
sphere is its challenge to us to look beyond the darkness in anticipation of the 
light of Jesus’ birth, celebrated on Christmas day. We wait in the ever-
shortening daylight for the incarnation of God’s self to come into the world as a 
helpless baby. We spend our few weeks of advent seeking hope, peace, joy, and 
love when all other pieces of our existence have left us longing, unfulfilled our 
relentless work, constant activity, endless movement, and unquenched hunger 
and thirst for connection.  
 The challenge ahead of us this Advent season is to dare to imagine even 
when all that is swirling around us saps what little energy that we have to offer. 
Can we prioritize some of our energy toward imagination, toward seeing our 
present situation from different perspectives? What do hope, peace, joy, and 
love look like in the community of Freeman this holiday season? What is just 
beyond our senses that we need the vision of God’s Spirit to see or imagine at 
Hutterthal Mennonite Church this holiday season? Can we offer our whole 
selves to God’s leading as we anticipate Jesus’s coming into our world, into the 
midst of each of our lives?  
 I invite you through the month of December to join me in hearing the 
story again of the advent and birth of Jesus as told through the gospel of Luke. I 
invite you to imagine anew, to dare to think beyond what is right in front of us 
to what God might be revealing to us in this season through the scriptures and 
through our community experience. This advent 2021, I invite you to Dare to 
Imagine God’s possibilities, peace, joy, love, revelation, and restoration. Will 
you imagine with me this Christmas? 
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December Project   

Project Committee has decided to help with medical ex-
penses for Laura Ilunga, international student at Freeman 
Academy who is  frequently hosted on weekends and holi-
days by the Todd Koerner family.  She has had numerous 
trips to the ER as well as been hospitalized in Sioux 
Falls.  Laura has attended Hutterthal with Koerner's and 
also shared during worship when Lynelle Allison represent-
ed Freeman Academy. 

Hutterthal’s Christmas Program 

Sunday Dec. 19th at 1o:00 am. 

 

“How Far is it to Bethlehem?” 

Brunch is pending  

(watch HMC’S bulletins for updated information) 
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JOYCE HOFER – 80 YEARS YOUNG 
submitted by Brigitta Hofer 

 
My interview with Joyce was interesting and enjoya-
ble.  She has definitely led a full life and continues to 
do so.  Some of the stories from her younger days 
brought back memories for me as well, especially the 
days of the one room schoolhouses, and the times she 
spent working alongside her dad in the grain fields at 
harvest time. The younger folks reading this have not 
experienced those memories, but many of our older 
population have.  It definitely left me with a strong 
sense of how our world has changed. 

     Her parents were Justina and William (Bill) Wollmann. I seemed to recall 
that her dad had a nickname, a German one that I don’t begin to know how to 
spell, but it means “shouting over a hill.”  It was actually her grandpa that had 
the nickname, and her dad was sometimes referred to by the same name.  
Joyce said she followed in his footsteps as she referred to her “built-in micro-
phone,” indicating that she too has a loud voice that can be heard over a hill!  
Joyce Jessie was born December 21, 1941, west of Freeman. Her siblings are 
Eldon (Moorhead, MN), Elaine (ARK), (Joyce), and Robert (Cubby- Free-
man). The family later moved to the area where Mark Bauer now lives, previ-
ously the Dennis Mendel farm.  It was in this area that she attended 3 years of 
grade school at the Walz school, (now located at Pioneer Acres in Menno), 
sharing a desk with Fred Walz. Joyce’s sandwiches were made with home-
made bread and Fred’s were made with store bought bread, with each one en-
vying the other one’s bread, resulting in them exchanging bread, even though 
they may have still kept their own meat.  I had a similar experience in grade 
school, as the Dannenbring kids always had homemade bread and it looked 
so good. Joyce always walked the two miles to school or rode by horse and 
buggy. Her family then moved to the Wolf Creek area, and she rode the bus to 
school to finish grade school in Freeman and then attend high school. She 
was thrilled to be riding the bus and no longer having to take packed lunches. 
She was the first one on the bus and the last one off, another experience I 
share with her.  I also rode the bus with her brother Bob.   

 

        (continued on next page) 
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     When questioning Joyce about her past work experiences, she said she was in 
about the 5th grade when she started doing extensive house cleaning for Lottie 
Zanter, mother to Marlys, Mrs. Roger Aman. She thinks this work experience 
may have instilled a love of cleaning in her.  She still loves to clean and make 
things look shiny and neat.  Another work experience for her was washing dishes 
and scrubbing the floor of a small camper that Matt Kleinsasser (Dad to Alfred 
(Duke) Kleinsasser, parked by Wolf Creek.  He would use it when he was seining 
fish, which he started doing early in the morning and would spend several nights 
there.  She was paid 50 cents for her duties.  He also taught her how to weigh the 
fish and she put her math skills to work on paper, multiplying the weight times 
the price, and selling the fish to the people who came to purchase them. She was 
thrilled with the responsibility he had given her.  Joyce was definitely learning to 
take an entrepreneur role. There was a gate by their yard that had to be opened 
in order for people to come in and fish.  She would hang out in the area and 
charge 25 cents to open the gate for someone entering, and then charge them 
another 25 cents to open it when they were ready to leave.  She paid the $88.00 
dollars for her wedding dress with the quarters she earned.  That was a lot of 
quarters.  While in high school she was asked to work in the office when Supt. 
John J. Richert was in class.  She answered the phone, sold meal tickets, signed 
checks, John J. Richert by Joyce Wollmann, (can you believe it), and hired refer-
ees for the sporting events. Her office duties earned her .75 cents an hour. 
      When she was a sophomore, she began to realize that Junior Paul Wipf (his 
first name really is Junior), seemed to be noticing her.  He was teaching the 5th 
and 6th grade at Freeman Public. When she was a junior, they started dating 
(wonder how that would play out in this day and age, with an instructor dating a 
student). He was also her bus driver and sometimes he would bring chore 
clothes with him so he could help her milk cows after he brought her home from 
school. This worked well since she was the first one on and the last one off on his 
route. She said there was no such thing as bathing, styling your hair etc. before 
heading to school. Junior and Joyce were married right out of high school, June 
5, 1960. 
     Junior was doing 1W service in a hospital in South Sioux City, and because of 
back issues was transferred to North Newton, KS, Bethel College, to work in 
maintenance.  Meanwhile, Joyce worked for a CPA and also cared for a bedfast 
fellow some evenings and some week-ends. She said he was a wonderful person 
and she loved caring for him.  Upon leaving KS they moved to Menno, where 
Junior taught 7th and 8th grade and Joyce worked at the Assessment Office in 
Olivet until daughter Juli was born in 1963.  They later moved to the Rueben 
Wollmann farm on Hwy 44.  Son Joel was born in 1967.  Joel accompanied his 
mother on her Avon route.      
        (Continued on next page) 
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She did her route for three days out of a two-week period of time, and felt con-
cern that she was spending too much time away from her mom duties.  When 
Joel started kindergarten Dennis Wollman opened a store on Main Street of 
Freeman,1972, the former Et Cetera Shoppe, and ask Joyce to work for him.  He 
wanted her to work 5 days a week, and she thought maybe 3 days, so they com-
promised and she worked four days a week. She and Junior were in the process 
of buying a farm, and felt the added income was necessary.  Dennis eventually 
moved his business to the present Heritage Pharmacy building and to this day, 
Joyce still does the billing for them!  She said Dennis Wollman was a wonderful 
boss and so is Barry Uecker.  
     Junior passed away November 6, 1979, and Joyce said she thought the world 
would come to an end.  Junior was 42 and Joyce was 38, and she now was the 
sole owner of an unpaid farm.  She stayed on the farm until she married Ray Ho-
fer, (father of Amy-Hofer Vtech), on August 12, 1984, and they were a blended 
family; Cindy, Nanette, Kim, Amy and Dennie Hofer, and Juli and Joel Wipf. 
Cindy was married to David Graber, Nettie was living in CA, Juli and Kim were 
in college, and Joel, Dennie, and Amy were still at home.  Ray passed away No-
vember 4, 2016.  Joyce said as she was lamenting, “Lord, why did you have Jun-
ior and Ray pass away so close together during November?” the Lord replied, “I 
just want you to be sad one month out of a year, and not more.” 
     When Ray and Joyce were married, Ray had 600 head of hogs, and she said it 
was not unusual for them to be in the barns until 1 am, cleaning pens, vaccinat-
ing etc. Ray headed up a Steel Services business, which offered many incentive 
trips and they traveled a lot, taking trips to Brazil, Australia, New Zealand, 
France, Italy, Hawaii, Portugal, Mexico, and Rome.  They also went on a Herit-
age Tour to Europe, and their children gifted them a trip to the Bahamas. Ray 
and Joyce hosted Theo, whom many of you will remember, from Tanzania, Afri-
ca, for 7 months as he worked with MCC and the 7 Mennonite churches in the 
area.  They journeyed to Africa twice to visit him.  He is married and his children 
are named O’Ray, Joyce, Lucille, and Narkissa. 
      Joyce spends countless hours volunteering, putting in some long days.  She 
volunteers at the Et Cetera Shoppe, delivers Meals on Wheels, plays games with 
a couple of residents at Salem Mennonite Home, is a member of the Lion’s Club, 
President of the Senior Citizen Center, LOVES playing games, and also works at 
the Homestead Orchard.  She is treasurer of Congregational Ministries, and will 
soon be head usher.  At church she used to sing in a trio, ladies’ choir and mixed 
choir.  In her earlier days she played the saxophone.  Although she has never 
had lessons, she can play piano and accordion and plays by ear.  She has her 
own personal business, selling Moon Shine cleaning products and delivers them 
to the 7 Hy-Vee stores in Sioux Falls, as well as Viborg, Centerville, Beresford, 
Mitchell, Parkston, and also ships orders. (Continued on next page) 
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When I asked about hobbies, she said her hobby is work.  And she enjoys every-
thing she does, whether it is cooking, baking, yard work, or cleaning, but she will 
NOT paint.  
     The biggest highlight of her life was when her mother led her to the Lord in 
7th grade.  She says she has had countless God moments, and wonders what she 
would have done if He hadn’t been in her life, guiding and directing her when 
Junior passed away and she had two small children and a farm to pay for, and 
then Ray’s passing.  
     Joyce has been blessed with an energetic spirit, good health, family, friends, 
steadfast faith in God, numerous talents, and last, but not least, a giving and car-
ing heart!  Thank you for incorporating all of these assets into your daily living, 
and keep on doing so. I know she will, until the time comes when she says she 
will be sitting in her recliner, and I think we know that without a shadow of a 
doubt she will still be busy then.  

 
 

The Christmas Remedy 
By Cindy and Erin Woodsmall 

Review by Joline Thomas 

I found this book to be a stretch from the traditional 
Old Order Amish subject of many authors. It is the 
story of Holly Zook who is trying to remain true to 
the traditions and teachings of her Amish culture 
while at the same time push those boundaries for 
what she feels is the good and wellbeing of her peo-
ple. She is also struggling with what she feels is the 
need to give up the traditions of marriage and family 
to accomplish her goals. 

This book also focuses on the relationship of her employer and his son who 
has his own career goals that don’t exactly match up to running a small town 
business. Throughout the book you will witness the struggles and resolutions 
that make this book an easy read for a cold, windy evening. Enjoy 
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I encourage all of you to try this quiz and 
test your knowledge of the Biblical story of 
Jesus’ birth versus today’s legends.  You 
may be quite surprised at what infor-
mation is actually in the Bible, and what 
has become part of the story through leg-
end, stories and songs. 

 

 1. Christmas has always been celebrated December 25.  True or False 
2. Joseph was from A. Bethlehem B. Jerusalem C. Nazareth D. Egypt E. MN 
3 .How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?  A. Camel B. Donkey C. 

Walked D. Joseph walked, Mary rode a donkey E.  Who knows? 
4. Mary and Joseph were married when Mary became pregnant. True or False 
5. Mary and Joseph were married when Jesus was born.  True or False 
6. What did the innkeeper tell Mary and Joseph? A. There is no room in the 

inn. B. I have a stable you can use C. Come back after the Christmas rush 
and I should have some vacancies D. None of the above. 

7. Jesus was delivered in a: A. Stable B. Manger C. Cave D. Barn E. Unknown 
8. Which animals does the Bible say were present at Jesus’ birth? A. Cows, 

sheep, goats B. Cows, donkeys, sheep C. Sheep and Goats only D. Miscel-
laneous barnyard animals. 

9. Who saw the star in the East? A. Shepherds B. Mary and Joseph C. Three 
Kings D. Both A and C, E. None of the above. 

10. How many angels spoke to the shepherds? A. One B. Three C. A 
“multitude” 

11. What “sign” did the angels tell the shepherds to look for? A. This way to 
Baby Jesus B. A star over Bethlehem C. A house with a Christmas tree D. 
A baby in a stable E. None of the above 

12. What did the angels sing? A. Joy to the World B. Alleluia C. Unto us a 
child is born D. Glory to God in the Highest E. Glory to the newborn king 

13. What is a “heavenly host”? A. The angel at Heaven’s gate B. The angel who 
invites people to heaven C. The angel who serves drinks in heaven D. An 
angel choir E. An angel army 

14. Frankincense is: A. A precious metal B. A precious fabric C. A precious 
perfume D. An eastern monster story 

 

 

From Brigitta Hofer 
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15. 15. Myrrh is: A. An easily shaped metal B. A spice used in burials C. A drink 
D. After shave lotion 

16. How many wise men came to see Jesus? 
17. “Wise men” refers to A. Men of the educated class B. Eastern kings C. Astrol-

ogers D. Men smart enough to follow the star 
18. They found Jesus in a A. Manger B. Stable C. House D. Holiday Inn E. Good 

mood 
19. The Wise Men stopped in Jerusalem A. to inform Herod about Jesus B. To 

find out where Jesus was C. To ask about the star D. To buy presents  
20. Where do we find the Christmas story in order to check these questions? A. 

Matthew B. Mark C. Luke D. John E. All of the above F. A and C 
21. When Joseph and Mary found out that Mary was pregnant with Jesus, what 

happened? A. They got married B. Joseph wanted to break the engagement 
C. Mary left town for 3 months D. An angel told them to go to Bethlehem E. B 
and C 
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Brain and Maria Paff  were our 

Harvest Mission Festival speak-

ers, they shared their past work 

in Chicago with Mennonite Mis-

sion Network through Mennon-

ite Voluntary Service.  

On October 31, 2021, Hutterthal observed it’s 68th 

annual Harvest Mission Festival. We celebrated the 

work of our Mennonite relief and service organiza-

tions, including Mennonite Central Committee 

(MCC), Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS), and 

Mennonite Mission Network (MMN).  

During the children's Sunday School 

hour Pastor Randall shared about his 

time with MCC's SALT program in         

Lesotho in southern Africa.  

Decorating was done by Rina Hofer, as-

sisted by Mary Rensink and Marcia 

Schrock 



12 

 Meal preparation included Suzanne 

Koerner (head cook), with helpers Mary 

Rensink and Brigitta Hofer, Les Rensink 

(pictured on the left making coffee ) and 

Todd Koerner (pictured below carving the 

ham).  

Pie snatchers: 

Evidence showed 

pieces of the pies 

were missing, be-

fore it was time 

to eat!   

Caught in action 

were: 

Brigitta Hofer, 

Marcia Schrock, 

and LeRoy Pull-

man.  
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The meal was served buffet style. Everyone enjoyed the good food 

and the fellowship.  
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

1. False 
2. A  
3. E 
4. False  
5. True. Joseph took Mary as his 

wife, but the marriage was not 
consummated until after Jesus 
was born.  Matt. 1:18-25   

6. D  
7. E  
8. E  
9. E They were wise men, not kings 

10. A.  See Luke 2:9  
11. E.  
12. D  
13. E  
14. C  
15. B  
16. No number was given  
17. C 
18. C  
19. B 
20. F  
21. E        

 

A baby Shower for  

Morgan and Pastor Randall  

 

LADIES:  A baby shower is being 

planned for Morgan and Pastor Randall 

on Sunday, January 2, 2022, at two 

o’clock in the afternoon in the Fellowship Hall at Hutterthal.  Please plan to 

join in for an afternoon of fun.  Monetary contributions for a group gift can 

be given to Brigitta Hofer.  The couple is registered at Target.  Be prepared to 

share why you have the name you do, and just for the fun of it, tell us what 

you think Morgan and Pastor Randall should name their new boy or girl. 

 Brigitta Hofer 
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Date        Attendance      Income 

Oct. 31 71  $16,601.00 

Nov. 7  57  $3,608.00 

Nov. 14 58  $ 1,132.00 

Oct. 24 68  $  864.00 

ONLINE GIVING   $375.00 

    Wednesday- Saturday  
  7-11 am 
 
My two days off will be Monday and Tuesday. People 

are welcome to call, email, or text me, to set up an al-

ternate appointment or just drop in to my office any-

time during my office hours.  

Thank you     Pastor Randall 

 

 AN ADDITIONAL TEACHER IS NEEDED 

FOR THE GRADES K-2 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CLASS.  WON’T YOU PLEASE CONSIDER 

HELPING OUT RINA AND KYLEA?? 

 

 CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES SIGN-UP SHEET IS 

LOCATED IN THE HMC FOYER.  VOLUNTEERS ARE 

NEEDED! WANT TO KEEP HMC ACTIVE? WE NEED 

VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU TO MAKE IT HAPPEN!  OR 

FEEL FREE TO VOLUNTEER AT THE CONGREGATION-

AL MEETING, FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING, ON 

DEC. 8TH. 



16 

 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 
Connection! Editor & Publisher: Kathy Pullman 
Advisory Board: Chair- Brigitta Hofer and Marcia Schrock, Suzanne Koerner,  
 

HMC Links 

   WHY CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS 

   By Brigitta Hofer 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea during the time of 
King Herod, Magi came from the East to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? 
We saw His star in the East and have come to worship 
Him.”  (Matt. 2:1-2)   

Celebrating Christmas or Jesus’ birth is often done by giving gifts, singing car-
ols, giving food baskets, and presenting programs.  But how does Santa Claus 
fit in with gift giving on Jesus’ birthday?  Saint Nicholas lived in Turkey in the 
4th century and he became a patron saint after his death for helping boys and 
girls.  As a saint he was given his own “feast day” that was celebrated on Dec. 
6th.  At about the same time Nicholas lived, Pope Julius I decided to establish a 
date for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  As the actual time of the year for 
this event was unknown, the Pope decided to assign the holiday to December 
25.  There had long been a pagan mid-winter festival at this time of year and 
the Pope hoped to use the holiday to Christianize the celebration.  Eventually, 
St. Nicholas’ feast day also became associated with Dec. 25 and his connection 
to Christmas was established. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

1) Marcia Schrock 
2) Avery Nicole Waltner 
7) Brandy Lima 
8) Joann Stahl  
8) Darlene Hofer  

9) Barbie Hofer  
9) Gordon Waltner  
10)Otto Mettler 
20)Eric Neuharth 
21)Joyce Hofer 
25) Sherryl Friesen  
27) Moses Glanzer  
28) Lyndon Hofer 

Anniversaries  

27)  Steve & Charlene Friesen 


