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Rural Insights: Reflections from Pastor Randall 

 

Each Sunday morning since May or June, I have come out to the church to my office 
to review, revise, and practice my sermon. The common theme across each of these 
Sunday mornings is the dark and the dawn. Because my church office window faces 
east, I experience the rising sun as it pierces and breaks apart the darkness. During 
the spring and summer months, the sun comes with exciting potential, warmth, and 
life. But once the autumn months came in, the darkness became weightier and more 
burden-some as the day shortens significantly and the sun seems to be waiting 
longer and longer to provide its energy. As we approach the new year, I often         
experience the dawn as I’m driving back home to prepare my body as I have             
prepared my mind and heart. What also comes with these longer stretches of    
darkness over late fall and winter is the biting cold, the aggressive winds, and      
hazardous snow/sleet/ice storms, not that I hadn’t experienced these in Illinois.  
 
As we walk together into 2022, what is this new year’s dawn bringing to you as        
potential warmth and life? As we continue to imagine together on Sunday              
mornings, what has God been instilling in your heart, mind, and body as we make 
this road together in the way and will of Jesus? In the midst of the wind, snow, cold, 
and dark, what have you found to anchor you when these elements are most            
overwhelming? COVID continues to stretch our limits as I hear of Christmas family 
conversations and concerns about gathering together. What other pieces of your life 
and experience are swirling around with COVID? I pray that wherever you find 
yourself, you hear these words of Jesus shattering the wind, soothing the bitter cold, 
and anchoring you in love: “Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Put My yoke upon your shoulders—it might appear heavy at first, but 
it is perfectly fitted to your curves. Learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble of 
heart. When you are yoked to Me, your weary souls will find rest.  For My yoke is 
easy, and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
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HMC Library Review 
 

Submitted by: Mary Rensink 

The Chosen, Season One (DVD) 

Recently donated are the dvd #1 and #2 of the 

Movies “The Chosen’, about the life of Jesus. 

The ‘Chosen’ videos were created by Dallas  

Jenkins about the life of Jesus from before He 

called his disciples to reaching lives before His 

crucifixion. Season One is on the calling of His 

disciples and dealing with the Pharisees and 

healing hearts and bodies and the impact he 

had on people’s lives. The videos draw you in 

and make you feel a part of what is going on. 

Mary’s confrontation with Jesus was the most powerful for me. To 

watch Jesus lovingly draw her into healing. Matthew, the tax         

collector, and his willingness to give up all for Jesus. The woman at 

the well – what an impact when she meets Jesus! You see Jesus is 

right there, drawing you in, to love you and change you for the      

better. Helping other disciples to be more like Jesus. May you watch 

them and see and walk where Jesus walked, and be touched by a 

God who really loves us. 
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Hurd Family Update 

 
Submitted by: Brigitta Hofer 

In 2019, our church board graciously made the decision for our congregation to 
assist Jeff, Rebel, Maisie, Autumn, and Darby Hurd financially.  The Hurds were 
my neighbors. They lost their home in a devastating fire on February 3, 2019. 
They essentially losing all of their belongings and totaled all three of their cars. 
They were special neighbors and I still miss them.  

After staying first in Mitchell with Rebel’s mother, they moved to Salem to stay 
with the son of a friend of Jeff’s before moving to Sioux Falls. While in Sioux 
Falls, Rebel graduated from Luther Seminary in St. Paul with her Master of    
Divinity Degree and completed her year-long internship at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Sioux Falls.  

LIFE UPDATE from Rebel: 

Most of you know about my         
pastoral call with Church on the 
Street.  Many of you have been a 
massive part of my life in ministry.  
It has been holy, holy work and I 
give thanks for the opportunity to 
do it.  There has never been a time 
in my life when I have been taught 
more, and most of the learnings 
have happened on the street.  After 
some difficult discernment, I have 
accepted a new call as the Director 

for Evangelical Mission of the Northwest Minnesota Synod of the  Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  My family and I will be moving to the Moorhead, 
MN area. Please say a prayer for the very hard goodbyes that are   going to    
happen.  Please pray for the discernment of the next pastor who will be blessed 
in this call.  Please pray for the Church on the Streeters who have been etched 
permanently in my heart. -  Rebel 
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Children’s Christmas 

 Program 

Photos submitted by: Les Rensink & Rebecca Hofer 

Back row (left to right): 

Isaac Mettler, Ethan Waltner, 

Isabel Waltner, Egan Mettler, 

Addison Waltner, Alyssa   

Hofer, and Jessica Scheetz 

Front row (left to right): 

Avery Waltner, Camilla        

Hofer, Bridget Neuharth,  

Landon Neuharth, and 

Brynlee Hofer 

How Far is it to Bethlehem?  
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Children’s Christmas 

 Program cont. 

 

Isaac Mettler, Ethan Waltner, 

and Egan Mettler 

Isabel Waltner, Addison 

Waltner, Alyssa Hofer, and 

Jessica Scheetz 

Isaac Mettler, Ethan Waltner, 

and Egan Mettler 

Kenny Birkey, Chad Hofer, 

Cole Hofer, and                     

Brandon Waltner 

Isabel Waltner, Addison 
Waltner, Alyssa Hofer, Jessica 

Scheetz, Camilla Hofer, Bridget 
Neuharth, and Brynlee Hofer 
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Children’s Christmas 

 Program cont. 

 

Pictured to the left: Twlya and 

Pricilla Hofer  

They provided delicious                 

refreshments for everyone          

following the program. 

Pictured to the left: Audrey 

Waltner, Isabel Waltner, Alvina 

Hofer, and Ethan Waltner 

Pictured above: Michelle, Beth, 

Bridget, Landon, Eric, and Dale 

Neuharth 
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Bible Quiz: time to Laugh 

 

Submitted by: Brigitta Hofer 

1. What simple affliction brought about the death of Samson 

2. Who was the most successful physician in the Bible?  

3. Who was the best financier in the Bible?  

4. What man in the Bible had no parents?   

5. What instructions did Noah give his sons about fishing off the 
ark? 

6. Why didn’t they play cards on Noah’s ark?   

7. How did Jonah feel when the great fish swallowed him?   

8. Where is tennis mentioned in the Bible?  

 

Answers can be found on page 11. 
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Children’s Activity Bags 

 

Submitted by: Brigitta Hofer 

I asked Lori Tschetter if she would give us an update on the          
children’s activity bags that are available for the children to enjoy on 
Sunday mornings. She has been over seeing them for two or three 
years.  When Larry and I were youth sponsors, we started the bags as 
a youth project.  We were youth sponsors several times and I was     
unable to pin point the time as to when they were started.  I do know 
it has been a long time since we held that position.  The bags        
continued as various youth sponsors led the youth group.  At one 
point in time, Kathy Pullman offered to tend to them and she did 
that for a number of years until recently, when Lori began filling the 
role.  Thank you to all previous “bag tenders”, as well as to Lori.    

“The activity bags are            
available at the back of the 
church for children to borrow 
during the service.  The bags 
include various combinations 
of books, coloring books, 
workbooks, lacing cards,  
Doodle Boards, crayons, and 
markers.  There is also a     
folder in each bag which    
contains activities such as 
word searches, coloring     
pages, math activities,           

alphabet sheets, I Spy pages, mazes, etc.  that I change for each          
season.  I enjoy finding a variety of materials that I think the        
children will enjoy!”              -Lori Tschetter 
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Friends lost in 2021 

 
 Submitted by: Brigitta Hofer 

We’ve had some close friends and loved ones who have left us this 
year. We miss them and still love them. It is good to take some time 
in the quietness to remember these important people in our lives.  
We as Christians know that in the not-so-distant future we will be 

with them again.   

Hutterthal loved ones that have passed this year: 

• Emma Hofer died January 7, 2021 at the age of 94 

• Merlin Hofer died May 16, 2021 at the age of 87 

• Jerome Kleinsasseer died May 24, 2021 at the age of 84 

New HMC Statistician 

 
 Submitted by: Edie Tschetter 

Kathy Pullman has accepted the position of 
HMC Statistician beginning January 1, 
2022.  Please send her any information       
regarding marriages, births, and deaths. 
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Celebrating Birthday’s in the 

new year 

Submitted by: Brigitta Hofer 

Our Lord wants us to seek out His will for our lives and to live life fully alive.  
Stop Satan’s goal in making you feel defeated and overcome.  Start this New 
Year renewed.  For all you folks with January birthdays, seize the moment!  
Happy Birthday and Happy New Year. Things were hard the past year, but its 
time to be hopeful for the New Year.  Look forward to what’s about to come.  
This New Year, may God grace your life with bountiful blessings.  The Bible 
doesn’t specifically mention New Year’s resolutions, but does talk about being 
careful before making vows, or what we might call New Year’s resolutions, as 
well as making vows to God.  “It is better not to make a vow at all, than to make 
one and not keep it.”  Ecclesiastes 5:5. MAY YOU SHINE THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST IN THE NEW YEAR 

 Birthdays: 
 
1) Ardella Gross 

3) Rebekka Kramer 

5)  Brandon Waltner 

7) Amy Hofer Vetch 

8) Egan Mettler  

10) Ethan Waltner 

12) Joline Thomas 

18)  Randy Glanzer 

23) Les Rensink 

26)  Oaklynn Zachariasen 

27) Phil Thomas 

30) Landon Neuharth 

Anniversaries: 
 
26) Cameron & Rina Hofer 
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45,787 blankets shipped last year to Burkina Faso, Canada,           
Ecuador, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Ukraine, the U.S., and Zambia. 

 
• Twin or full size lightweight and medium-weight blankets are     

requested.  

• New flat twin sheet are needed for hospitals, schools, and           
orphanages. 

• Towels -New bath and hand towels: good quality, dark or bright 
colors, medium weight preferred.   

 
NOTE:  Fingertip towels and wash clothes are not needed. 

Congregational Ministries 

January Project:  

Blankets, Sheets, or Towels 

Bible Quiz Answers: 

1. Fallen arches. 

2. Job. He had the most patients. 

3. Noah. He floated his stock while the whole world was in liquidation. 

4. Joshua, the son of Nun 

5. Go easy on the bait, boys. I only have two worms. 

6. Because Noah sat on the deck. 

7. Down in the mouth. 

8. When Joseph served in Pharaoh’s court. 
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HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Connection!: Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Nov. 28 63  $3,820.00 

Dec. 5  42     $840.00 

Dec.  12 54  $3,792.00 

Dec. 19 46  $2,008.00 

Dec. 26 54  $3,616.00 

Online Giving:  $1,845.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

