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Rural Insights: Reflections from Pastor Randall 

 

Knocking on the Door 
 

On the first Wednesday of January 2022, HMC’s annual winter bible 
study started on Zoom. We will spend 10 weeks together as we     
journey through the book Invited by Leslie Verner and explore the 
ways that her writing intersects with scripture. If you do not have a 
book or are unable to attend all of the meetings, you are still         
welcome to join in the conversation each week. 
 
When I think of hospitality, I think of a story from Lesotho. One 
evening, my host family had finished eating supper, and my host 
brother and I had just finished cleaning up. My host mother was   
sitting near the heater with her blanket as we poured cups of tea for 
our time of visiting before going to bed. We had been sitting only a 
few moments when someone knocked on the front door. My host 
mother answered the door, invited the man in, and allowed him to 
sit in her seat. Even in my lack of language skills, I could tell from 
the slurring of his words and the strange look in his face that he was 
drunk.  
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Reflections from           

Pastor Randall        

cont. 

Yet, my host mother and brother continued visiting with him as she 
prepared a small plate of food, left over from supper, for him with a 
cup of tea. The visitor sat and ate, visited a little while longer, and 
then left for his home. There was a small village store just down the 
hill from our house, in which a few groceries were sold. It also    
functioned as the village tavern because the store could get beer with 
their weekly shipments of groceries. Sometimes late into the       
evening, I would hear people hooting and hollering as they drank   
together at the store, but I would have never expected someone to 
stop by the house on their way home. After he left, I asked my host 
mother why she let him in, knowing that he was drunk, and she said 
that you never refuse a guest who comes to your door in Lesotho,   
including giving food and drink. 
 
I hadn’t thought about it much then, but now when I think about 
that moment in Lesotho, I think of Jesus’s story in Matthew 25, one 
of the scripture passages that we looked at in this past week’s bible 
study.  
 
I was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty, and you gave 
me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you welcomed me; I 
was naked, and you gave me clothing; I was sick, and you took care 
of me; I was in prison, and you visited me.  
 
Who is knocking at your door these days? 
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HMC Library Review 
 

Submitted by: Alyssa Hofer  

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe  

by C.S. Lewis   

 
The book “The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe” is the story 
of the adventures four               
children have when they get sent 
away from their home because of 
World War II. They get sent to 
the professor’s house in the  
country. While there, they         
discover a very special           
wardrobe. When they step inside 
it, they are transported to the 
magical land of Narnia. Once      
inside, they have all sorts of      
magical adventures.   
 
My favorite part takes place at the 
stone table. In the chapter before 
it is so sad that you do not even 
want to read anymore but, in this 
chapter, it becomes so happy and 
magical which is why I like it.   
 

This is a very interesting book. I would give it a 4 out of 5.  I 
would recommend this book. There are 7 books in the series all     
together and I can’t wait to read them all.  
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Take Thou Thy Hand, O Father 

 

It was written by Julie Hausman, a Baltic German Poet, and published 
in 1862 along with other poems. She was the daughter of a teacher and 
worked awhile as a governess. Having ill health, she lived with and 
cared for her blind father. After he died, she lived with several sisters 
and died in 1901. The tune for the hymn was composed by the German 
songwriter, Friedrich Silcher. Apparently, Hausman wrote the poem 
after traveling to Africa to join her fiancé, only to find that he had died 
from jungle fever. The hymn asks God to lead us by the hand as we 
journey through this life toward heaven. At the end of the book, “But 
Not Forsaken,” by Helen Brenneman, Russian Mennonite refuges sang 
the German words, So nimm den meine Hande. Darlene said, “It is a 
hymn I find comforting when I am down.” It can be found in our new 
“Voices Together” hymnal. 
 
Verse 1: 
Take thou my hand, O Father, and lead thou me,  
until my journey endeth eternally.  
Alone I will not wander one single day. 
Be thou my true companion and with me stay. 
Verse 2: 
O cover with thy mercy my poor, weak heart! 
Let ev’ry thought rebellious from me depart. 
Permit thy child to linger here at thy feet, 
and fully trust thy goodness with faith complete. 
Verse 3: 
Though naught of thy great power may move my soul, 
with thee, through night and darkness, I reach the goal. 
Take, then, my hand, O Father, and lead thou me, 
until my journey endeth eternally. 

Hymn of the month 
 

Chosen by: Darlene Hofer 
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Baby Shower 

 

Photos submitted by: Brigitta Hofer  

Juliet Jenith Dias and Amy Hofer 

Vetch pictured to the left were in 

charge of games. There were a lot of 

giggles and a variety of games.  

Make a diaper game. Bottom Left  

Picture: Suzanne Koerner, Monica 

Clem, and Sherryl Friesen 

Threading pacifiers onto chopsticks. 

Bottom right picture: Rebecca Hofer  

and Aprille Birkey 
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Baby Shower 

 cont. 

 

Pictured Brenda Nenne, Pastor Randall Koehler, and Morgan Koehler 

Group Gift: 
• 2 boxes of Pampers Swaddlers, 
two sizes 
• 2 boxes of Up and Up Diapers, 
two sizes 
• Diapers Giant Pack Size 1 
• Fragrance Free Baby Wipes 
• Lanolin Nipple Cream (2) 
• 2 Pack safari pull-on pants 
• Butt Paste 
• Munchkin Miracle Trainer cup 
• Nasal Mist for Babies  
• Baby Orajel tooth/gum cleanser 
• Saline Spray and Drops for       
Babies Stuffy Noses 
• Avent Soothie 
• $20 Target Gift Card 
• $13-Cash 

 
Pastor Randall and Morgan would like to thank everyone who attend 

the shower, gave a gift, and shared kind words. We have been so 

overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity. As we prepare to welcome 

our new addition to the family, we deeply appreciate your support 

and prayers.  

Love,  The Koehlers 
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Valentine Quiz:  

 

Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

1. What Valentine candy was first created on equipment made for 

lozenges? 

2. When was the oldest-known Valentine’s Day message written? 

3. About how many roses are sent for Valentine’s Day each year? 

4. On average, how many marriage proposals are there every        

Valentine’s Day? 

5. How many heart-shaped boxes of chocolates are typically sold 

each Valentine’s Day? 

6. When was February 14 first declared to be Valentine’s Day? 

7. How many people typically buy valentines for their pets? 

8. How much money do Americans spend on chocolate for             

Valentine’s Day each year? 

9. How many Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged every year? 

10. In terms of popularity, who ranks first for receiving Valentine's 

Day cards? 

11. What is the average amount a man spends on Valentine's Day? 

12.  In 2021 what was the most popular Valentine candy in South   

Dakota? 

Answers on Page 11 



8 

New TV 

 

Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

Special thanks to our 

tech crew Chad Hofer 

and Cole Hofer! 

A new TV was installed on the 

left side of the church this month. 

It has already been put to good 

use and was used to Zoom call  

Pastor Randall for two weeks 

while he was quarantined with 

Covid 19. 
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Thanks from Friends 

 
 Submitted by: Joyce Hofer 

Dear Hutterthal family, 

Thank you all so very much for remembering our dear Jennifer with 

your Christmas gift! 

The on-going prayers, love and support for our family is so                

appreciated! We hold many fond memories of Hutterthal in our 

hearts! We think of you all often and pray for a safe, healthy, and 

blessed year ahead for each of you! 

Love, Bob & Deb Kleinsasser  

Words for Reflection 

 
 Submitted by: Mary Rensink 

Make sure you test positive for Faith. 

Keep your distance from Doubt, and  

isolate yourself from Fear. Trust in God 

through it all.  

-Kelly’s Treehouse 
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Help mothers give their infants a good start. These kits are given to 
families displaced by war or disaster and are used in a number of 
other settings to help support mothers who lack the supplies they 
need for a new baby. 
 
 5,286 infant care kits shipped last year to Ukraine, Jordan,         
Democratic Republic of Korea (North Korea), South Sudan, and the 
U.S.  
 

NOTE:  CONTACT SHARON WALTNER  IF YOU WANT 

HER TO MAKE A KIT FOR YOU - $25/kit 

 
 

Contents (NEW items only, size 3-12 months) 
  

• 3 gowns/sleepers (flannel or similar warm, soft material) 

• 3 undershirts/onesies (short or long sleeves) 

• 1 receiving blanket (lightweight fleece or flannel, minimum 30 in 

x 30 in, larger sizes preferred) 

• 4 large, heavy-duty safety pins  

• 1 large bar mild soap (leave in wrapper) 

• 1 pair of socks 

• 1 cap  

Congregational Ministries 

February Project:  

Infant Care Kits – cash or kit items  
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Celebrating Birthdays                        

and Anniversaries 

 

 Birthdays: 
 
7) Delmer Hofer 

12) Jada Koerner 

12)  Don Hofer 

13)  ElVera Deckert  

13)  LaVonne Tschetter 

20) Sylvia Hofer 

24) Rebecca Hofer 

25) Jessica Scheetz 

27)  Amanda Mettler 

Anniversaries: 
 
None 

1. Sweethearts 

2. 1415 

3. 50 million 

4. 220,000 

5. 35 million 

6. 1537 

7. 9 million 

8. $1 billion 

9. 1 billion 

10.Teachers 

11. $130 

12. Hershey Kisses (truth, not   
fiction) 

Correction: 

In the January 2022           

Connection! on pg. 6, the 

photo of the Neuharth family 

is of Michelle, Deb, Bridget,       

Landon, Eric and Dale      

Neuharth. 

Valentine Quiz Answers: 
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Chair- Marcia Schrock 
Suzanne Koerner and Joline Thomas 

 
 

 

 
HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 
 
 
March Connection! submissions are due on Sunday, February 20th. 

 
April Connection! submissions are due on Sunday, March 27th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Connection! Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Jan. 2  48  $1,406.00 

Jan 9.  54  $2,277.00 

Jan. 16 40  $2,294.00 

Jan. 23 53  $1,886.00 

 

Online Giving:  $610.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

