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Signs of Resurrection 

 Easter is almost two weeks later in April than it was last year, 

which means that we will have an even greater chance of seeing the 

signs of new life and awakening that come with the Spring season as 

warmer weather, more sunlight, and hopefully more moisture inspi-

ration a radical transformation in the natural world around us. Trees 

bud; grass turns green and begins growing; birds fill every morning 

with their tunes and calls; the ground warms; seeds germinate; new 

life begins to emerge.  

 This kind of change in the world around us gives us a yearly 

opportunity to reflect deeply on the ways that the natural world con-

nects with the story that shapes our faith in this Lenten season. Holy 

week is soon approaching when Jesus’s mission will come to its cli-

max in Jerusalem before the ruling Jewish and Roman authorities.  

Continued on next page 
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Reflections from           

Pastor Randall        

cont. 

 By Friday of Holy Week, we will be fully aware of how violence, 

death, humiliation, and destruction still have a hold on our world as 

Jesus is enthroned as King of the universe on a Roman cross and 

mocked for his powerlessness to save himself,                                        

at least in the ways that those who are accustomed to brokenness 

and violence expect. We will sit in silence on Saturday, wondering as 

we do throughout the winter season, if God’s love and mercy can re-

ally overcome the great evil and sin that continues to grip our lives. 

Then, just when we might be struggling to trust, new life will emerge 

from the tomb on Easter Sunday like the welcomed warmth of longer 

days of sunshine and rain draw new life out of us and the world 

around us in Spring.  

 We are quite familiar though with the signs of Spring all 

around us. We know what to look for and how to decide when the 

proper moment is to take advantage of the changing seasons for our 

landscaping, crop-farming, and livestock-raising, but are we just as 

familiar with the signs of resurrection all around us as the power of 

God’s love continues to defeat the powers of evil and death as it did 

in Jesus the Messiah so many years ago? Can we as easily notice the 

new fruits of God’s in-breaking kingdom around us? 



3 

HMC Library Review 
 

Submitted by: Charlene Friesen    

 

When Bad Things Happen to Good People 

by Harold S. Kushner 

 

Yes. Finally I read this classic that I have 

heard of for so long. When he was a small

-town rabbi, Harold Kushner’s 3-year 

son, Aaron, was diagnosed with a rare 

disease that meant he would die in his 

early teens. As a rabbi, Harold had con-

soled grieving parents and others. But 

how does one confront one of life’s most 

difficult questions when we are faced 

with it in our own personal lives?! What 

do we say to those who have been hurt by life? With a deep belief in 

a God of love, what reason can there be for such grief and pain? 

Harold Kushner starts to answer the ‘why’ by saying ‘what it is not.’ 

And perhaps……. could we have been asking the wrong question all 

along?  
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     Twyla Hofer did not have to think long to come up with a hymn 

that has been very meaningful to her.  She can still see the quartet 

that sang it, standing in the doorway from the kitchen to the living 

room in her childhood home.  She was sitting in the living room 

along with others, including her mother, who was in a casket.  Twyla 

was eleven years old.  It was August of 1950, and the quartet includ-

ed Richard H. Graber, Menno Kaufman, Otto Preheim, and Peter H. 

Graber. They sang “Beyond the Sunset,” written by Virgil P. Brock.  

“It hit me like a ton of bricks,” Twyla said.  “It was years before I 

could hear this song without crying my eyes out.” 

 

     The song was written as a result of a dinner conversation, one 

evening in 1936.  Virgil, his wife, Grace, and his blind cousin, Hor-

ace, were watching an unusual sunset.  Horace remarked that he had 

never seen a more beautiful sunset.  “People are always amazed 

when you talk about seeing,” Horace told Virgil. “I can see through 

other people’s eyes, and I often see more.  I see beyond the sunset.”  

Virgil began singing a few measures, and his wife begged him to go 

to the piano.  There they composed the first verse.  Before the even-

ing meal was finished, all four stanzas had been written and they 

sang the entire song together.   

       Continued on next page 

Hymn of the month 
Chosen by: Twyla Hofer 

submitted by Suzanne Koerner  

Beyond the Sunset 
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    Beyond the Sunset 
Beyond the sunset, O blissful morning, when with our Savior  
heav’n is begun. Earth’s toiling ended, O glorious dawning;  

beyond the sunset when day is done. 
 

Beyond the sunset, no clouds will gather; no storms will threaten, no 

fears annoy; O day of gladness, O day unending, beyond the sunset, 

eternal joy! 
 

Beyond the sunset, a hand will guide me to God the Father, whom I 

adore; His glorious presence, His words of welcome,  

will be my portion on that fair shore. 
 

Beyond the sunset, O glad reunion with our dear loved ones  
who’ve gone before. In that fair homeland we’ll know no  

parting-beyond the sunset for evermore! 
 

 

Hymn of the Month 

Cont. 

 At TREASURED VBS, Kids will discover 
that their value doesn't come from their 
own accomplishments or the number of 
"likes" they get; it comes from God. 

As they unlock action-packed, faith-filled 
adventures they'll explore what it means 
to be priceless to God.  

Dates for VBS are May 30th-June 3rd: 9 - 12 pm 

Contact Rebecca Hofer or Kylea Waltner 

 to register your child.   
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Lent Theme:  Seeking God’s Ways  
 

The Scriptures for each Sunday reveal a truth about God’s ways 
 as well as the many ways people get it wrong.  
 
Each week, we are exploring   
 how people think God offers one thing (privilege),  
 but what God really offers looks quite different (inclusion); 
 how we think the world works one way (scarcity), 
 but really it works a different way (abundance);  
 how we think power means one thing (control),  
 but it is really found in something else (solidarity).  

 
Lent is a time to repent—to turn from our ways and recommit our-

selves to the ways of God as revealed in Jesus. .  

Thank you to Charlene Friesen 

for the visual decorations dur-

ing the Lenten Season.  

HMC had special visitors during 

the Lenten Season, Puppets, Lucia 

and Penny. (with the help of Jaden 

Thomas and Cole Hofer) 
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Sarah Stahl 
March 29, 2022 

Sarah Stahl, 93 of Freeman passed away Tues-

day, March 29 at Oakview Terrace in Freeman. 

Funeral services will be Saturday, April 2 at 

10:30am at the Hutterthal Mennonite Church of 

rural Freeman.  Visitation will be Friday from 

5pm to 7pm with the family present from 6pm 

to7pm at the Walter Funeral Home in Freeman 

       Sarah L. Kleinsasser Stahl was born July 12,1928 to Julia and 

Joe K. Kleinsasser in Freeman, SD. She entered her heavenly 

home on March 29, 2022 at Oakview Terrace in Freeman, SD at 

the age of 93. She was baptized at Hutterthal Church by Rev. Ja-

cob B Hofer and remained a member there until her death. On 

June 6, 1946, she married Eli J. Stahl. They enjoyed 55 years of 

married life together. The union was blessed with four children: 

Judy, Duane, Tom, and Oren.   

      She is survived by her four children: Judy and Loren Kaufman, 

Duane and Julianne Stahl, Tom Stahl, and Oren and Patti Stahl  

Surviving siblings are Joann Stahl, and Ruby (Gary) Hughes; 

brothers-in-law Johnny Graber and Eldon Hofer; and sisters-in-

law Lavonne Schrag and Betty Stahl.  

 

Sarah Stahl 

 

https://www.walterfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/sarah-stahl
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Easter pop Quiz and Questions! 

 

Submitted by Marcia Schrock 

  
1. Easter always falls between which 2 days? 
 
2. What color jellybeans are most popular? 
 
3. What's the most popular Easter Candy in America? 
 
4. When Easter eggs were first dyed, it was to represent what? 
 
5. How many States consider Good Friday a  holiday? 
 
6. Buying what for Easter is said to bring good luck for the rest of 

the year? 
 
7. When is Easter typically celebrated? 
 
8. Which are the two traditional colors on Easter? 
 
9. Which meat is typically eaten on Easter Sunday? 
 
10. What is the traditional flower of Easter which signifies Love, 

Hope and Rebirth? 
 
11. For what is Easter Celebrated 
 
12. What did Jesus and his Apostles eat at the last supper? 
 

(answers on Page 10) 
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COMING SOON 
CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES  

WORK NIGHT! 
 

submitted by the Project Committee 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend work night on Wednesday, 

April 20, beginning at 4pm.  We will be having a soup supper and 

working on projects such as sewing drawstring bags (Twyla has lots 

of them cut and ready for sewing), tying comforters, making pepper-

nuts and some things for the MCC Sale.  Please consider bring-

ing your sewing machine if you are able.  It’s always a great 

evening of fellowship, food and work.  Come at whatever time works 

for you and stay as long as you like. 

WORKING TOGETHER 

FUN - FOOD - FELLOWSHIP 

Photos from  

2019 Work night 



10 

Celebrating Birthdays                        

and Anniversaries 

 

 Birthdays: 

 

 8) Edie Tschetter  

18) Isaac Mettler 

18) Larry Timmerman 

19) Cameron Hofer  

23) Jonathan Mendel 

26) Bridget Neuharth 

27) Twyla Hofer 

Anniversaries: 
 
12) Randall & Morgan Koehler  

Answers. 

1 March 22.> April 25th 

2 Red 

3 Marshmallow peeps 

4 The Blood of Jesus Christ 

5  12 states 

6  New Clothes 

 

7  The 1st Sunday after the      

first full Moon after         

Spring equinox 

8 Yellow and Purple 

9 Lamb 

10 White Lily 

11 Resurrection of Jesus 

12 Bread and wine 

 

Easter pop Quiz Answers! 
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South Church is hosting Easter Holy Week Services 
 

April 10-13:  7 pm each evening   
 
 
Guest speaker: Nathan Luitjens  
Executive Conference Minister for CPMC  

 
 
Nathan Luitjens joined the CPMC staff as the Execu-
tive Conference Minister on March 1, 2021 
 
Nathan graduated from Canadian Bible College 
(2000, BA, Missions) and Regent College (2003, Masters, Missions 
and Evangelism). From 2004 to 2021, Nathan served as pastor and 
co-pastor at Sugar Creek Mennonite Church.  
 
Nathan has a strong track record in pastoral ministry and experience 
in serving in areas of leadership throughout our conference. Refer-
ences for Nathan spoke highly of his Anabaptist commitment and 
teaching; gifts in leading worship, meetings, and Bible studies with a 
focus on encouraging conversation and bridging differing views; and 
his eye toward engaging mission both broadly and locally. Nathan is 
an excellent preacher and communicator.  

 

(taken from  centralplainsmc.org) 
 

Easter Holy Week 

April 10-13 at 7:00 pm 
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HMC April Project is cash for expenses in preparing    
Kitchen Time Saver meals for the MCC Relief Sale auction  

and work night. 
 

Connection! Editor & Publisher: Morgan Koehler 
 

Advisory Board:  
Chair- Marcia Schrock 

Suzanne Koerner and Joline Thomas 
 
 

 

 
HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

 
May Connection! submissions are due on Sunday, April 24th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Connection! Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Feb. 27 62  $2,435.00 

March 6. (no Service) 

March 13 76  $4,183.00 

March 20 64  $1,295.00 

March 27 64  $1,742.00 

 

Other Giving:  $1,450.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

