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Reflections from Pastor Randall         

Harvest Time 
On our drive over to the Lake Okoboji area this past weekend, I      
noticed that most people in the fields that I saw were harvesting 
beans. That seemed strange to me because for most of my childhood, 
we were not able to harvest any of our beans until after most, if not 
all, of our corn was harvested. As I grew older and worked on the 
farm as a young adult, I realized that Dad had planned this order of 
harvesting by planting longer-maturity beans that he knew would 
most likely not be ready until he had reached some of his                  
late-maturity corn. We always planted corn first, which is not always 
the case any more either, but this factor also led to corn often being    
harvested first. Once we started planting beans earlier than some of 
our corn, I learned something really important about harvesting: if 
beans are ready to cut, then corn can be left in the field until all of the 
mature beans have been taken out. Basically, a farmer is still             
responsible, no matter the maturity or the planting date, to evaluate 
if a crop is ready for harvest and plan accordingly. 
 
Living in South Dakota now and nearing the end of the second crop 
season, I have been amazed by how I have seen this harvest principle 
play out but in even more complex ways. For some dairy or cattle 
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Reflections from           

Pastor Randall 

Continued         

farmers who need silage cut at a particular place in the corn’s         
life-cycle, then they might start even earlier than I am used to, or for 
others who need haylage or hay bales, monitoring the crop might   
require several harvests. As I have spoken with others throughout 
this past growing season, our hot and extremely dry weather has  
limited the potential or capacity for this crop to produce the hay, 
beans, corn, or fruit needed.  
 
After reflecting on this for a while, I thought of Jesus’s teachings 
about fruit in the gospels and Paul’s list in Galatians of the fruit of 
the Spirit’s cultivation or work in the life of a follower of Jesus. I 
wondered about what fruit that I am harvesting in my own life, or 
even what fruit that we are noticing coming to maturity in our      
congregation. Are we seeing fruits of love, joy, or peace? Have we  
noticed more patience, kindness, goodness, and faithfulness coming 
to maturity in our midst? If we are not, if we are noticing other fruits 
that we may not have expected, or if we are noticing much less of the 
fruit of God’s Spirit like the small harvest that seems to be out in the 
fields this year, then what were the conditions that led to these 
fruits?  
 
Are our lives too hot and dry to bear fruit? Are we nurturing and 
tending to the seeds planted in our lives with good fertilizer and 
care? With some of the conditions of our lives like the growing     
conditions of a particular season, we may not have much control. 
Like any farmer though, we continue to plant the seeds that we want 
to see bear fruit and attentively wait for the Spirit’s faithful rains, the 
community’s faithful nurturing, and our own continued care so that 
fruit will come to harvest. 
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HMC Library Review 
 

                Submitted by: Charlene Friesen   

Remembering the Ride     

One Family’s Journey Through a Hereditary Illness. 

 

Back in high school biology years ago, I was 

fascinated by and thoroughly enjoyed           

diagramming hereditary traits. Well, here is 

the tragic story of one of those diagrams. 

While the main character is Vernon Swier, his 

entire family is touched by his spinocerebellar 

ataxia diagnoses, whether they eventually 

contract the disease or not. Each member of 

his family must live with the unknown 

knowledge of just how this will affect them 

personally. 

No couple expects anything but happiness on the day of their           

wedding. We do not think ahead to any trouble life may bring us. 

And neither did Vernon and Shirley Swier. Theirs is a story of love 

and commitment and faith amid the sadness and sorrow a              

hereditary disease can bring as this family carries on, making life 

decisions, and living day to day. 

Do read the extra pages, the preface, the forward and the history at 
the end of the book.  
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HMC Library Review 
 

Submitted by: Charlene Friesen   

Proof of Heaven 

 A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife 

 

Titles can be catchy, their job is to grab your 

interest. But I always like subtitles. They       

explain so much about the book.  We have all 

read, or at least heard of, near-death               

experiences. So had Dr. Eben Alexander. But 

as a learned scientist and renowned doctor, he 

knew near-death experiences were simply  

produced by extreme stress on the organ of the 

brain. Period. Though, of course, they felt real 

to those experiencing them. Then came his 

own personal experience. Dr. Alexander’s own 

brain contracted a severe case of acute,           

gram-negative Escherichia coli bacterial meningitis, so severe it 

should have been fatal. His story is one of a medical miracle but also 

one that goes beyond our physical world to another realm. 

This book was a New York Times bestseller but was also                
controversial in the scientific community. What do you believe 
about near-death experiences? 
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Yankton Banquet 
 

Submitted by:  Suzanne Koerner 

Hutterthal Serves over 200 at the Yankton Banquet 
 

On Thursday, September 22, Hutterthal Church provided a meal for 
the Yankton Banquet.  For many years, we have been serving during 

the first week of July.  Attempting to gain 
more hands able to serve, we moved our 
date to September to avoid vacations  
during the summer.  We were still only 
able to provide 11 of the 20 servers      
needed, so other area volunteers were 
called in to help. Our menu included 
Schmeckfest sausage, garden fresh    
roasted potatoes, homemade bread, corn, 
and bars made by our church members.  
We served 221 meals.  37 of those meals 
were for children, and that number does 
not reflect the many seconds that were 
served.  20 to 30 percent of the meals are 
usually take out, which has dropped from 
about 35 percent.   
 
The Banquet served only carry out meals 

for much of the COVID time, but began serving in person at the UCC 
church again one year ago.  Since then, the numbers have fluctuated 
from between 125 to 250.  Events going on in town, as well as   
weather contribute to the number served on a given Thursday night.  
There have been some new faces in the last few weeks, and some 
who were often guests haven’t been showing up lately.  There used to 
be delivery for folks who were unable to come, but that had to come 
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Yankton Banquet  

Continued 

to an end when volunteers became hard to find.  They would like to 
get that started again because there has been an uptick of requests 
for delivery. 
 
 The Banquet also supplied 100 
school kits for those who 
signed up. Fueled by donations, 
100 swim passes for the Yank-
ton Aquatic Center were also 
given out to children this sum-
mer. A hope for the future is to 
be able to supply a backpack 
with each school kit. Every few 
months various donors fulfill 
needs such as detergent, hy-
giene packs, hats and mittens, 
and a sock and underwear 
drive for both children and 
adults. The Banquet is also 
grateful that HyVee continues to supply bread for guests to take 
home and fresh flowers for the tables each week. 
One big fear is the dwindling of volunteer groups. Rural churches 
have become smaller and have fewer people able to help. The Ban-
quet is attempting to combine smaller groups to continue to meet 
the needs. Fellowship keeps guests coming as much or more than 
the food they receive. For some, this is the only day of the week they 
get a chance to eat with someone, which helps ease loneliness. 
Many thanks to those who helped prepare the food, serve, wash 
dishes, and donated bars. 
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Swan Lake Update 
 
 

Submitted by: Suzanne Koerner 

Happenings at Swan Lake Christian Camp 

“One thing I want each of you to know with complete certainty is 
that we are striving to keep Jesus Christ central to all of our        
thinking, planning and implementation.”  These are words from  
Jerry Kroeker, director of Swan Lake Christian Camp. 
 
God has blessed Swan Lake Christian Camp with an incredible 
amount of kids coming to camp. One of this year’s projects was 
building two new cabins on the girls’ side to help accommodate these 
growing pains.  Jerry and the board had been looking into plans for a 
new chapel with extra space for recreation and rooms. Almost every 
weekend of the year the retreat center fills up with two to four 
groups, both crafting and ministry, as well as family reunions.      
However, plans for this chapel have been put on the back burner for 
now while some tasks that have already been started are being     
completed, including trim work in both the shower house and the 
new stairway next to the dining hall. Upkeep on the director’s house 
and a few other small projects are also in the works. Extra hosting 
duties have left staff feeling stretched thin, so a main concern is for 
additional staffing to cover personal transitions and increased 
guests. 
 
New for 2023 will be a third day camp. Children from pre-k through 
2nd grade will be welcome to sign up for any of the three days,        
whichever fits their schedule and still has room. SLCC is also         
scheduling a second 7th and 8th grade camp (this camp has the    
highest numbers and has grown beyond capacity) during the week of 
the 4th of July. This should help alleviate overcrowding issues and 
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give campers more choices of dates to attend which better fit their 
summer schedule. 
 
Many know and love Mary, the wonderfully talented cook at SLCC. 
As she looks toward retirement, the camp is hiring additional people 
to work in the kitchen. Jerry said, “Mary will continue to have a role 
in menu planning, ordering, and training of new staff. She will     
continue to make her jelly and, I believe, she will continue to have a 
big presence in the kitchen until all of us are confident that we can 
carry on with her serving more of an advisory role. She has no plans 
to leave the camp, only to cut back to a more sustainable schedule. 
We all have been so blessed to have her for more than twenty-five 
years of great food and dedicated service.” 
 
Psalm 46 tells us that God is our help in times of hardship and trial.  
Verse 6 says, “The nations are in chaos, and their kingdoms       
crumble!”  Yet in verse 7, He reassures us that He is still here among 
us.  Kianne, program director at the camp, says this, “As campers 
come to camp, we invite them to come away from their chaos, to 
cease striving, and to exalt God.  When adults come for crafting and 
retreats, we invite them to get away from their wars, to cease       
striving, and exult God.  In our rest, we are exalting God.  In our    
fellowship with others, we are exalting God. As we grow in our faith, 
we are exalting God. May our focus always be to bring honor and   
glory to our God.” 

Swan Lake Update 
 

Continued 
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  Did you Know...  

 

Submitted By: Norman Hofer 

When the present Hutterthal Church was built in 1952 it was a 
stressful time in the church’s history as many decisions had to be 
made.  Build with wood or brick? Steeple? Kitchen and dining room 
fellowship hall? Balcony or no balcony? These were just some of the 
decisions that needed to be made. The church building committee 
spent time visiting newly built churches in Tripp, Clayton, Parkston, 
and Sioux Falls to get ideas.  
  
When it came to furniture finishes, dark woodwork was in the vogue 
and "Blonding" was all the rage. That is why the pews are the finish 
they are today and the beams are not dark as some of the churches 
that were visited. 
 
The architect put all these decisions into the church blueprints.  The 
three arches in the front of the church and the three windows above 
the front door represent the Christian Trinity.  Some questioned 
whether the cross on the front of the church and a steeple would 
be...too "Catholic". So we settled for a tower, but no steeple. 
  
The architect wanted an arch above the main entrance to the 
church.  Now the question was what to cast in the concrete, HUT-
TERTHAL OR MENNONITE? 
  
Some of the older members wanted HUTTERTHAL, after all that 
was the name of our village in Russia since 1842, 110 years earlier 
and our church since 1879 here in America.  Some said that is in the 
past, we are now MENNONITE, not HUTTERITE, use MENNON-
ITE.  We are building this church building for the future, not for the 
past. Remember Hutterthal had officially joined a Mennonite con-
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Did you know… 

Continued 

ference just ten years earlier, in 1942. Which shall it be? One person 
considering the cost said those letters cost us $5.00 each to cast into 
the concrete, we can save $5.00 by using Mennonite instead of Hut-
terthal.  Do the math, he was right! Let's hope that was not part of 
the decision of what to cast into the concrete.  
  
We have been Mennonite officially for 80 years, feel comfortable 
with our fellow Mennonites, with the emphasis on making peace in a 
troubled world, compassion, sharing with the less fortunate, helping 
our fellowman in times of trouble and distress.  Sharing the story of 
the Jesus of Bethlehem and the Jesus of the cross with all our fellow-
men. 

Celebrating Birthdays                        

and Anniversaries 

 

 Birthdays: 

2) Xavier Ward 

3)  Brigitta Hofer  

3)  Alvina Hofer 

4)  Kathy Pullman  

11) Kylea Waltner 

17)  Joseph Kramer 

24)  Torrie Zachariasen 

Anniversaries: 
 
06) Phil & Joline Thomas 
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Relief Kits 
           
Relief kits provide valuable supplies to families whose lives have 
been disrupted by war or disaster.21,791 shipped last year to Hondu-
ras, Jordan, Syria, Ukraine, and Zambia.  Place the following items in 
box and bring to church. 

 
CONTENTS (NEW items only) 

 
• Large bars of soap (leave in wrapper) 
• Shampoo (1 or 2 bottles, totaling more than 20 oz.; place in         

resealable plastic bag) 
• 4 large bars laundry soap (such as Fels Naptha, Sunlight or Zote 

brands) 
• 4 adult-size toothbrushes (in manufacture’s packaging) 
• 4 new bath towels (medium weight, dark or bright colors; approx. 

29” x 60”. 
• 2 wide-toothed combs (6-8 inches) 
• 1 nail clipper (good quality) 
• Sanitary pads (THIN; 1 or 2 packages, minimum 28 pads total  

Congregational Ministries 
 

October Project: 
Relief Kits 

Important Dates Coming UP 

October 2nd: Communion Sunday 

October 16th: Freeman Academy Visit 

October 23: Harvest Mission Festival 
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Chair- Marcia Schrock 
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HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

 
 
 

November Connection! submission are due on Sunday, Oct. 23rd. 
December Connection! submission are due on Sunday, Nov. 27th. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connection! Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Sept. 4 70  $3,023.00 

Sept. 11 73  $1,915.00 

Sept. 18 65  $1,666.00 

Sept. 25 66  $1,328.00 

 

Other Giving:  $315.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

