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Reflections from Pastor Randall         

“Treasured” Reflections from VBS 

This past Memorial Day week (I know, it’s really about 3 months ago 
now) was HMC’s annual Vacation Bible School program. Sadly, I had 
to miss the first day of VBS because I was finishing up delegate  
meetings in Kansas City and then driving back to Freeman, but the 
four days that I had the privilege of experiencing were rich with      
encouragement, affirmation, joy, and fun as we all (kids and teachers 
alike) celebrated God’s love for each of us as priceless creations.     
Because I knew that I would be gone at least one of the days, and last 
year, I had ended up planning a funeral during the VBS week, I had 
asked the VBS coordinators if I could take a backseat to this years’ 
activities. They graciously obliged, so I was able to watch, listen, and 
be present each day, filling in where I was needed and still engaging 
with experiences as I was able.  
 
These were some of the things that I noticed. I was excited and       
encouraged by the young faces that took on the responsibilities of 
leading game time with the kids. They showed their blossoming skills 
in managing, coordinating, directing, and engaging kids in play, 
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which can be challenging with different age-groups of children       
depending on the game for that day and the willingness of the kids to 
participate. I admired the tenacity, energy, and discipline of the VBS 
coordinators as they took on multiple roles, managing multiple       
activities, and invested in the kids at each possible moment as they 
moved from station to station. I reflected on the ways that the bible 
stories come to life each year as they are vividly retold and acted out 
by the leaders and the kids. The Holy Spirit moves among us,     
planting seeds in each of us as we learn together and interact with 
each other.  
 
Most of all, though, I enjoyed getting to know new names and new 
faces as they smiled and laughed with the already familiar names 
and faces of our children here at Hutterthal Mennonite Church. We 
must always listen and watch closely as the youngest among us      
experience the Spirit of God in our midst, for we adults might realize 
that they are leading us into depths of God’s love and hope that we 
may not have had the courage to consider. May we follow the young 
in our midst in experiencing God’s hope and love anew…  
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HMC Library Review 
 

Submitted by:  Alyssa Hofer 

Sarah, Plain, and Tall  

The Shalom Readers book, Sarah, Plain, and Tall is a book read in 
many schools because it introduces  
children to the early settlement days 
when homesteaders moved west. In the 
beginning, Jacob is  living on the prairie 
and is looking for a wife to help him 
raise his two children a young girl and a 
young boy. He begins writing letters to 
Sarah who lives in Maine.  Sarah comes 
to visit to see if she likes it. While there 
she learns new things about the prairie, 
and she teaches the kids about the 
ocean.  They have a fun time and do a lot 
of stuff. Together they face a big storm. 
After the storm, Sarah goes to town.    
Jacob and the children worry about 
whether Sarah has left and returned to 
Maine. If you want to find out whether 
Sarah comes back to Jacob and the kids 

or if she returns to her beloved Maine, consider reading the book, 
Sarah, Plain, and Tall.   

 

I would give Sarah, Plain, and Tall 3 stars because while I did enjoy 
reading it, the book was not like the books I usually read and it   
wasn’t very long. If you are looking to find a different book to read 
for Shalom Readers, you might want to give this one a try.   
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Community Gardens 
 

Submitted by:  Suzanne Koerner 

First Fruits Community Gardens 
 
Despite a year where moisture was scarce and many summer days were    
scorching and windy, the two community gardens (School Garden and Bethany 
Garden) are thriving and once again producing an abundance of produce. 

 
Weather was not the only challenge 
that First Fruits Community Gardens 
(FFCG) have faced this season. Find-
ing a regular place to take the pro-
duce continues to be a weekly puzzle.  
The Bethany Food Pantry is now only 
open during the first and third Fri-
days every month. Produce, however, 
grows at its own pace, and vegetables 
such as cucumbers and green beans 
need to be harvested several times 
per week. On “off” weeks, we have 
been able to deliver fresh vegetables 
to Swan Lake Christian Camp, Salem 

Mennonite Home, and to a group of ladies who reside in some Freeman apart-
ments. Now that school has begun, the Freeman Academy dorm and the FA din-
ing hall are also grateful beneficiaries. On the week that Hutterthal serves at the 
Yankton Area Banquet, we plan to take produce to hand out to guests. 
 
FFCG also continues to be a teaching tool for the younger grades at FA. Young 
learners are eager to get hands on experience as their teachers bring them to the 
gardens to connect produce with math calculations, nutrition, service and other 
learning opportunities. 
 
During the week of September 11, it will again be Hutterthal’s turn to harvest in 
the gardens. We will be asking for willing hands to help accomplish this task. It 
won’t take long if we get five or six people. Other groups who have taken week-
long turns in the garden are:  Saint Paul Lutheran Youth, South Church, North 
Church, and FFA.  
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Hymn of the Month 

 
Chosen by:  Todd Koerner 

Submitted by:  Suzanne Koerner 

This is My Father’s World 

Standing in the middle of his pasture by the creek, Todd Koerner 
feels full of worship as he looks over his cows and calves and         
considers their maker. It is where he connects with God on the  
deepest level. This is My Father’s World is the hymn he would 
choose is one of his favorites. It speaks of nature and God’s rule over 
all. Psalm 50:12b says…”For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.” 
 
Maltbie Babcock was a remarkable student at Syracuse University.  
He was from an aristocratic family and was a brilliant scholar and 
talented in many areas such as vocal and instrumental music,              
athletics, and art. He could have been successful in any profession, 
but God called him to the ministry; and after further training he           
became the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Lockport, 
New York. It was a beautiful area—midway between Lake Erie and 
Lake Ontario, not far from Niagara Falls—and Maltbie enjoyed         
hiking and running in the hills outside of town. Telling his             
secretary, “I’m going out to see my Father’s world,” he would run or 
hike a couple of miles into the countryside where he would lose  
himself in nature. 
 
It was during his pastorate at Lockport that he wrote a sixtee-stanza 
poem, each verse beginning with the words, “This is My Father’s 
World.” 
 
When he was 42, he was called to a different pastorate where he was 
not able to take off on his hikes. His church presented him with a 
special gift—a pilgrimage to the “Holy Land.” Sadly, he was seized 
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with a deadly bacterial fever while enroute and died on May 18, 1901.  
After his death, his wife compiled his writings into a book entitled 
Thoughts for Everyday Living, published in 1901. Included was 
Maltbie’s “This is My Father’s World.” 
 

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my list’ning ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: 

I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas— 

His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father’s world: 
The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world: 
He shines in all that’s fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father’s world: 
Oh, let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done: 

Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and Heav’n be one. 
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Baby Dedications 
 
 
 

Submitted by: Marcia Schrock 

Behold, Children are a 
gift of the Lord, The 

fruit of the womb is a       
reward.  Baby         

Dedication took place 
August 7th for        

Oaklynn, Daughter of 
Torrie Zachariasen 

and Wyndolyn, 
Daughter of Pastor 

Randall and Morgan 
Koehler. 

Reminder Communion October 2nd  
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Sunday School Presentations 

 

 

Matt Tschetter (pictured above) 

shared about his new position 

with Caminando Juntos as well 

as history about the                      

organization. 

 

Maria Paff (pictured left) shared 

during Sunday School about her 

experiences being adopted and 

thoughts on identity.  
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Ice cream Social 

 

 
Submitted by: Marcia Schrock 

September 28th - A beautiful evening at the Prairie Arboretum for an Ice 

Cream Social. Thank you to Larry and Edie Tschetter and Charlene Friesen. 

We had a special activity by Brigitta playing a game of truth or a lie                        

and music by Kenny Birkey. 
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Celebrating Birthdays                        

and Anniversaries 

 

 Birthdays: 

 

1)  Ben Friesen 

08) Rylea Timmerman 

08) Guss Timmerman 

15) Suzanne Koerner 

Anniversaries: 
 
None 

Backback Blessing 

Pastor Randall offered the children of Hutterthal a blessing on the 

new school year!  
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Cash – Mennonite Women and Mennonite Men,  
Mennonite Church USA 

 
WOMEN: SUPPORTS THE International Women’s fund, the        
annual Bible Study guide and the Mennonite Women Board of       
Directors and Human Resources. 
 
MEN: MC USA Mennonite Men’s JOIN HANDS Program-          
Mennonite Church Building Program 

Congregational Ministries 
 

September Project: 
Cash 

Important Dates Coming UP 

September 10th: Church Picnic at the swimming pool park at  

   5:30pm 

September 11th: Sunday School Kick-Off 

September 11th: Shalom Projects due 

October 2nd: Communion Sunday 

October 23: Harvest Mission Festival 
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Connection! Editor & Publisher: Morgan Koehler 

 
Advisory Board:  

Chair- Marcia Schrock 
Suzanne Koerner and Joline Thomas 

 

 
HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

 
 
 

October Connection! submission are due on Sunday, Sept. 25th. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection! Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

July 31 60  $2,043.00 

August 7 81  $4,262.00 

August 14 73  $2,624.00 

August 21 63  $3,086.00 

August 28 67  $2,762.00 

Other Giving:  $256.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

