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Reflections from Pastor Randall         

A Week in the Pastor’s Life – At Least Right Now 

 Last year, I wrote about what seminary looks like for me, but a 
lot has changed since then, so you might be wondering what life 
looks like right now for me. My first day of work or the work-week is 
usually Wednesday unless I have a Tuesday evening meeting, which 
happens seldomly. On Wednesday mornings and afternoons, I often 
work on the worship service by coordinating participants and getting 
details to the office administrative assistant for the bulletin. I might 
make my first glances at the scripture text for my message on this 
day by usually printing out a word-processed copy of the text on a 
blank sheet of paper. If I have time on Wednesday or Thursday, I 
might dig deeply into the text itself, using a pencil, pen, and             
assortment of highlighters to notice the key moments or details that 
shape the story or teaching. This work on the scripture text is the 
most important preparation for my Sunday message each week.  

 Usually on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, I have meetings 
of one sort or another. During the day on Thursday, I hang out with 
Vivi and Wynnie, fitting in emails and text conversations into spare 
moments, but they often keep me busy alongside dishes, meals,  
laundry, cleaning, and seminary homework. Vivi and I particularly 
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Reflections from           

Pastor Randall 

Continued         

enjoy puzzles and coloring together with markers, crayons, or        
colored pencils. Wynnie and I often explore whatever is closest to the 
floor, though she is standing up along furniture more and more.  

 On Fridays, one of my seminary classes meets online, so I try 
and fit in visiting and other work around that. On Saturdays, visitors 
often stop by for a brief moment in the morning, and my afternoon is 
spent most often on my message for Sunday. Sunday, of course, is 
filled with final touches on preparations for the whole worship              
service and hanging out with you all, the church, the renewed people 
in God’s family. Sunday afternoons might have some visiting as well 
as following up on conversations at church. As a family, we               
particularly enjoy a good movie with popcorn on Sunday evenings if 
we don’t have something planned ahead of time. 

 On Mondays, the first of two days that I try to take off each 
week, I do the bulk of my seminary homework where I can fit it in 
the midst of taking care of the girls. Usually, a couple of hundred 
pages of reading and some writing are the weekly work for my two 
classes along with some cumulative projects that need some            
attention each week so that I don’t have too much to accomplish 
when the final project is due at the end of the semester. Tuesdays 
might see a brief zoom meeting during the day or a possible evening 
meeting, but most of the time, it is the least stressful day of my work 
week. How are you finding rhythms of life at this time in your            
work-home-life balance? Are there moments in my schedule that you 
connect with? Tell me about it the next time that we get the chance 
to chat.  
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HMC Library Review 

 

                Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

The Christmas Bus 

By Melody Carlson 

 

The Christmas Bus is a modern 

take of a Biblical story and passage 

of scripture. The story being the 

Nativity and the scripture of      

Hebrews 13 about entertaining   

angels unaware. You will find 

many similarities if you keep the 

Christmas story in the back of your 

mind as you read this book. The 

story is an easy read and does turn 

a person’s thoughts to Christmas 

and the gift of a Savior. A good 

book for a cold, blustery evening, a 

warm blanket and a cup of tea or 

cocoa. Enjoy. 
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Harvest Mission Festival 
 

Submitted by:  Rebecca Hofer 

During Sunday School on October 23, 2022, 
Lori and Barry Uecker joined the kids for a   
special Harvest Mission session. Through a 
unique and memorable presentation Lori 
shared with the children about what a food  
pantry is and why it is needed. To help children 
better understand the concept, Lori gave them a 
paycheck of buttons. The children then used 
these paycheck buttons as a means of payment 
for grown-up financial responsibilities like rent, 
insurance, and medical bills. The catch was that 
some children received a larger starting 

paycheck than others.  When the first two children ran out of buttons 
and could not pay the next incurred bills, Lori and Barry stopped 
discussion and talked about the food pantry and how this wonderful 
resource is available. The couple shared what items might be found 
in the food pantry, how many families come to the food pantry every 
week, where the items come from. Barry shared that some of the 
items are purchased by appealing to the John and Edna Hofer Trust 
that will provide some financial support to South Dakota Food 
Banks. Lori ended the discussion by guiding the children through 
understanding what kinds of families may come to the food pantry 
and why some may need the resource for a short time while others 
may need it for a longer time. In the end, the children closed with a 
prayer and encouraged the children to help support the Freeman 
Food Pantry. The children were certainly excited to hear that the   
donations from VBS the past two years were given to the Freeman 
Food Pantry. I think they may be excited to send their donations to 
the pantry again this coming summer. Thank you Lori. Thank 
you Barry. We learned a lot from you today.  
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  Did you Know...  

 

Submitted By: Norman Hofer 

The late 1940's and early 1950's were very turbulent years for      
Hutterthal Church. 1945 brought an end to the six years of World 
War II, with the surrender of Germany and Japan. Life was slowly 
returning to normal.  Many young couples were getting married and 
starting families. Most young men were involved in farming.  The 
problem was land was not available in the Freeman area, and if it 
was available, the price was so high they could not afford the       
purchase price of land. 

Land in McCook county, with the communities of Bridgewater,   
Canistota, Salem, Spencer and Emery were much more affordable 
for these young couples to purchase and start farming. 

Eventually 14 families established farms in the McCook County area. 
Joe and Emma Gross, George and Margaret Hofer, Peter A. and 
Pearl Hofer, Leroy and Sarah Hofer, Melvin and Rosella Glanzer,  
Aaron and Marcella Glanzer, Solomon and Rozella Hofer,                  
Moses and Reva Glanzer, John M. and Deloris Stahl, William and 
Joann Stahl, Joe K. Sr. and Elizabeth Hofer, Joe K. Jr. and Lorraine 
Hofer, Samuel & Lois Hofer, Paul and Betty Hofer 

Many of these young families traveled 15 to 20 miles each Sunday to 
attend Church and Sunday School at Hutterthal. Hutterthal was  
definitely bursting at the seams and needed to build a new church.  
Only one family established a farm south of Freeman. The growing 
edge of the Hutterthal Church community was definitely toward the 
north.  1950 seemed the perfect time to began building a new 
church, building materials were now available after the long war and 
the rationing of materials. The time was ripe, the need was there, 
let's build! 
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Did you know… 

Continued 

Now the problem:  Where to build the new church?  The trend was 
definitely to the north.  The younger families were mostly from the 
north. It was proposed to build the new church three miles to the 
north, at the intersection of 272th Street and 437th Avenue to         
accommodate these young families. The owner of the northwest   
corner of this intersection was willing to donate the land to           
Hutterthal.  It was a major controversy.  Some even calculated how 
many miles each family traveled to church if it was moved or if we 
built at the original site.  
 
The issue of the cemetery being near the church was discussed. It 
was pointed out that only two of the eleven Mennonite churches in 
the community had a cemetery next the church. 
 
After a long, tumultuous, and at times loud, church meeting on May 
4, 1952 the vote was taken. 49 votes to build three miles north. 50 
votes to build at the present church site.  If just one member had   
voted to move rather than stay, our church would not be located 
where it is today. Feelings were hurt, some even talked of  leaving 
the church, and maybe some did. June 9, 1952 was ground breaking 
and the building of a new church was begun.  We need a new church, 
let's forget the past and build for the future!    

Congregational Ministries November Project: 
Cash for Mennonite Disaster Relief 

 
Mennonite Disaster Service is a volunteer network of Anabaptist churches 
that responds to Christian  Love to those affected by disasters in Canada and 
the United States.  While the main focus is on  clean up, repair and rebuild 
homes, this service touches lives and nurtures hope, faith and wholeness. 
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Celebrating Birthdays                        

and Anniversaries 

 

 Birthdays: 

1) Calvin Hofer 

3) Monica Clem 

3) Vivienne Koehler 

19)  Steve Mendel 

21)  Nicolle Timmerman 

22)  Sharon Waltner 

23)  Camilla Hofer  

25) Chad Hofer 

29)  Steve Friesen 

Anniversaries: 
 
 5) Paul & Priscilla Hofer 

10)   Amanda & Rodney Mettler 

Monday, November 14                                                    

 1/2 dozen apples   (8:30am) 

 3 lbs. Clementines (8:30am)  

 1 dozen bananas (8:30am)   

 2 lb. grapes (washed) (8:30am)  

 3  lb. tavern meat (9:00am)      

Tuesday, November 15                                            

 2 dozen rolls (8:30am)   

 2 dozen cookies/bars (11:00am)       

 1½  dozen sandwiches(1:00pm)  

 

MCC MEEAT CANNING  

IS BACK!! 

After a break from canning during Covid, MCC meat canning will again take 

place in Freeman on Monday-Tuesday, November 14-15 at C & B  

Operations (John Deere).  Volunteers will be needed from early Monday until 

clean up late Tuesday afternoon.  Financial donations can be given to treasurer 

Donovan Friesen. Hutterthal food assignments are listed below (sign up sheet is 

in the foyer. 
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Advisory Board:  

Chair- Marcia Schrock 
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HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/ hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 

 
 
 
 

December Connection! submission are due on Sunday, Nov. 27th. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connection! Published since April 2000 

Date        Attendance      Income 

Oct. 2   76  $4,991.00 

Oct. 9  64  $2,627.00 

Oct. 16 115  $1,127.00 

Oct. 23 65           $14,4387.00 

 

Other Giving:  $550.00 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

