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Advent 2022: Restoration Is Near 
 
A new church year has begun on November 27, the first Sunday of 
Advent, our annual season of longing, waiting, hoping for the         
appearing of Jesus. We wait for a coming that happened two       
thousand years ago as we come near to Christmas, the celebration of 
God’s appearing as a human being, helpless and totally dependent 
on God’s created image-bearers, human beings. But, we also seek  
another appearing, the final coming of Jesus when all things will be 
set right, made straight, or fully restored to what God intended.  
 In the intergenerational class this past Sunday, we discussed 
Jesus’s second coming. For some, it was something that they had 
grown up thinking would come during their lifetime, but since they 
have moved into the latter part of their lives, they’re not so sure and 
contemplate how much more likely it seems that that they will pass 
away before Jesus returns. In my childhood years, I remember     
several different moments that people predicted as Jesus’ return 
(Y2K, 9/11, the end of the Mayan calendar). I had always thought too 
that Jesus would probably come back in my lifetime, but at this point 
in my life, I find myself returning to and finding comfort in Jesus’s 
words in Matthew 24 that only the Creator knows when that day will 
be. My purpose is not to predict Jesus’s second appearing or advent. 
Rather I am to vigilantly and wholeheartedly follow in the way that 
Jesus has shown me and cherish those moments when the kingdom 
breaks into today, remembering that each kingdom breakthrough, 
each example of restoration’s nearness, and each addition to God’s 
renewed family is only a taste of what will come on that day. 



2 

Freeman Academy Sunday 
October  16, 2022 

                
Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

Above: FA Head of School 
Brad Anderson 
 
Right: FA Band Director 
Donna Ries and the Brass 
Quartet 

Below: FA Concert Choir directed by Dr. Rolf Olson 
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Harvest Mission Festival 
October  23, 2022 

                
Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

Above: Some of our fall décor. 

Many thanks to Rina Hofer 

Above: HMF Speaker—John Blok 

Center of Hope in Sioux Falls 

Left: HMF 
Cooks—
Suzanne, 
Todd, Jada 
Koerner & 
Monica 
Clem 
 
Right: Noon 
meal: green 
beans, ham,  
potatoes, 
and more. 
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SD MCC Relief Sale 2021-22  
Financial Report 

 
                Submitted by: Edie Tschetter 

Income 

Income Toward Budget   

Church Donations $9,906.00  

Individual Donations $3,858.14  

Interest $0.27  

     Total Income Toward Budget  $13,764.41 

 

Designated Donations   

My Coins Count: Food to Congo $2,161.81  

Blessing Bid: Ukrainian Relief $3,350.00  

Blessing Bid: Food to Congo $3,160.00  

Blessing Bid: Ecuador Refugees $800.00  

Auction $12,315.43  

Food Court $4,800.00  

Bake Sale $2,766.00  

Crafts $914.00  

Garden Produce $1,007.00  

Bike Ride $420.00  

Silent Auction $890.00  

Donations $4,167.00  

All Other Sale Day Proceeeds $601.00  

      Total Sale Income  $37,352.24 

 

Total Receipts  $51,116.65 
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SD MCC Relief Sale 2021-22  
Financial Report Continued 

                 
Submitted by: Edie Tschetter 

Expenses 

Rent $800.00  

Promotion $276.77  

Supplies $101.52  

   

Total Expenses  $1,178.29 

 

$49,938.36 Net Proceeds  

 

Your Gift to Meat Canning Helps Feed  
Hungry People Around the World 

 
Meat Canning returned to Freeman on November 14 and 15.          
Approximately 10,000 pounds of chicken thighs were processed. 
The chicken cost $1.65 a pound. About 6,725 cans of chicken came 
from our local project. MCC will            
distribute the meat to places where it is 
needed. Thank you for helping! 
  
Submitted by Donovan Friesen 
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Central Plains Mennonite Conf.  
Annual Meeting Table 

 
Submitted by: Joline Thomas 

On October 23 and 30, we had the privilege of hosting the table that 

was built during this past summer’s CPMC annual meeting in June. 

The theme for the gathering was “Come to the Table,” and each   

congregation had the opportunity to contribute one piece of wood 

that would be included on the table face. The table continues to   

travel around the conference with the goal of making it to every 

member congregation. 
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  Did You Know...  
 

Submitted By: Norman Hofer 

When the present Hutterthal church building was built, there was 

no contract when a building contractor would read the blue prints 

and bid on the project. Instead the contractor priced his fees and   

labor per hour and the church would pay for building material       

invoices from suppliers as the church was built.  

 This allowed church 

members to help in the    

building project and lower the 

total cost of the new church.  

The more labor we supplied, 

the lower the total cost. The 

more labor we supply, the 

faster the building process will 

go. Throughout the entire  

project, church members 

worked side by side with the 

carpenters building the church. 

 I was a boy of 13 when the church was built.  I remember well 

that Mr. Hattendorf, the contractor from Tripp, SD, would give my 

father, chairman of the building committee, a list of labor volunteers 

needed for the next week.  5 extra men needed on Monday, 8 on 

Tuesday,  3-4 men on Wednesday, etc. etc.  My father would make 

an announcement in Church that Sunday morning, and Monday was 

read and  five men raised their hand, 8 men for Tuesday, eight men 
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Did You Know…       
 

Continued 

would raise their hands, etc.  It was amazing how easily the roster of 

volunteers would be filled for each day. 

 The basement was             

excavated, and footings were dug 

and poured with concrete to   

support the walls. Now wooden 

forms had to be built. This was 

like building two walls about 12 

inches apart. The inner 12 feet 

tall and the outer wall 8 feet tall.  

A strong platform had to be built around the entire church to       

support the men and wheelbarrows with concrete that were poured 

into the forms. 

Preparations for the big day were 

made, sand was hauled from KPK 

sand pit in east Freeman, crushed 

rock from Spencer and bagged  

cement from the train car at   

Freeman to the "cement shed" on 

the building site.  Water had to be 

hauled to the building site.      

Hutterthal had no water supply. 

 Mr. Hattendorf was emphatic about one thing. The entire   

concrete walls had to be poured in one day, no matter how long it 
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took. He wanted no seams or cracks in the concrete, it had to be one 

complete, continuous pour.  Bring all the help you can get, better to 

have two dozen too many volunteers rather than two too few! 

 The day came. What a day it was!  Men everywhere, dozens of 

wheelbarrows, two cement mixers, and lots of help.  The ladies     

furnished noon meal and lunches in the shade of the old church 

building.  The project was finished with time to spare. By late          

afternoon, the project was complete, and they even had time to take 

a group picture with the completed project. Over 100 people showed 

up to help! 

Did You Know…       
 

Continued 
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Upcoming Events at HMC 

 Wednesday, Dec. 7 @ 7:00 PM  

 HMC Annual Congregational Business Meeting 

  Congregational Ministries Annual Meeting directly  

  following the annual business meeting 

 

Sunday, Dec. 18 @ 9:45 AM  

 Children’s Christmas Program 

      An Out-of-the-Box Christmas 

 Brunch following the program in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, Dec. 18 

 Corrections due for the DRAFT copy of the 2023 HMC 

 Yearbook on the upper foyer table—please initial next to your 

 information if it is correct or change what needs correction 

 

Wednesday, Jan 4. @ 7:30 PM  

 HMC Annual Winter Bible Study on ZOOM  

  We will be meeting from Jan. 11 to March 8 

  More information will be forthcoming in the bulletin 

Congregational Ministries December Project: 
 

Cash for Freeman Food Pantry 
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Celebrating Birthdays 

and Anniversaries 

 Birthdays: 

1) Marcia Schrock 

2) Avery Waltner 

7) Brandy Lima 

8) Joann Stahl 

8) Darlene Hofer 

9) Barbie Hofer 

9) Gordon Waltner 

10) Otto Mettler 

 

 

20) Eric Neuharth 

21) Joyce Hofer 

25) Sherryl Friesen 

27) Moses Glanzer 

28) Lyndon Hofer 

 

Anniversaries: 

 27) Steve & Charlene Friesen 

Celebrating their 85th Birthday on December 8 
 
 Joann Stahl     Darlene Hofer 



12 

 

Editor & Publisher: Aprille Birkey 
 

Connection Advisory Board  
Chair - Marcia Schrock 

Suzanne Koerner  
Joline Thomas 

 
HMC Links 
• Website - www.hmcfreeman.org  
•  “Like” Us on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch  
 
 

Important Notice from the Connection Advisory Board 
Following much discussion, the HMC Connection newsletter will be 
taking on a new look. The newsletter board, after consulting with the 
church board, has decided to adopt a more condensed format. It will 
be limited to a one-page version, front and back. It will contain many 
of the same features including occasional photos but in a more     
concise manner. We encourage the various committees and        
chairpersons to submit information for inclusion via church email. 

 
 

January Connection! submission are due on Wed. Dec. 28. 
 

 
 

Published since April 2000 

Date Attendance Income 

Oct. 30 67 $2,596.00 

Nov. 6 80 $2,978.00 

Nov. 13 64 $3,117.00 

Nov. 20 51 $1,801.00 

Online Giving  $525.00 

Connection! 
 

Making a CONNECTION  
with one another 

http://www.facebook.com/hutterthalmennonitechurch

