
 Hutterthal Mennonite Church 

Christ Centered –  

Living, Relating, Serving 

Sunday, December 14, 2025       

9:45 a.m. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship and Prayer  

*Welcoming One Another             

*Gathering and Praising 

Comfort, Comfort, O My People   VT #212 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   VT #218 

Scripture Reading    Psalm 42 Pew Bible p. 300 

Sharing Time and Prayer 

Children’s Time  

Worship Music        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
               arr. by PinkZebra 

Advent Candle Lighting   

Scripture Reading      Isaiah 55 Pew Bible p. 388 

Message        Be Amazed: Joy in the Desert 

Offering Prayer 

*Responding and Sending 

As a Deer in Want of Water   VT #552 

It Came upon a Midnight Clear   VT #248 

*Benediction 

Postlude      

*please stand if you are able 

View today’s service here:           www.HMCFreeman.org 

http://www.HMCFreeman.org


TODAY:    December 14, 2025       9:45 a.m.   
Worship Leader: Lyndon Hofer 
Accompanist: Amy Hofer Vetch 
Song Leader: Amanda Mettler 
Children’s Time: Matthew Tschetter 
Worship Music: Mixed Ensemble 
Message: Pastor Randall Koehler 
Coffee Time: Kenny & Aprille Birkey 
 
After coffee time: 
• Children’s SS in the Education Wing 
• Intergenerational Adult SS: Sermon Discussion 
• Exploring the Word Adult SS: Book of Acts Study 
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY:   December 21, 2025       9:45 a.m.   
Worship Leader: Brandon Waltner 
Accompanist: Charlene Friesen 
Song Leader: Morgan Koehler 
Children’s Time: Kenneth Birkey 
Worship Music: A Cookie-Cutter Christmas 
Scripture: Psalm 130; John 1:1-18 
Message: Be Amazed: Love Comes Down 
      Pastor Randall Koehler 
NO COFFEE TIME 
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 



Calendar: (please check the weekly bulletin email for 
more information and upcoming events) 

Dec. 17: HMC Board meeting at 7 PM  

Dec. 21: HMC Children’s Christmas Program -  

 A Cookie-Cutter Christmas; brunch following; no SS 

Dec. 21: Salem-Zion (North) Church Choirs Christmas 

 Program at 7 PM 

Dec. 25: HMC Christmas Day Worship Service: 10 AM 

Dec. 28: Time of Remembrance during worship  

 service; no SS 

Jan. 11: First Sunday of Winter Bible Study at 12:30 

 PM - Finding Ourselves in God’s Story 
 

Thank you, Hutterthal Mennonite Church                  

Congregational Ministries, for the gift bag of very   

useful and tasty things that you gave us for         

Christmas. I enjoyed the wonderful visit of the two 

gals who delivered it. They are so much fun to visit 

with. - Ardella Gross 

 

A special year-end offering is being collected for HMC 

to accept donations that will be directed to the        

donor's choice of the following organizations: CPMC, 

Freeman Academy, MCC, MCC Meat Canning,         

Mennonite Church USA, Swan Lake Christian Camp, & 

Wellspring. A basket is available in the upper foyer 

for those that wish to participate. Today is the last 

day. Please indicate on your check to which                

organization you wish to designate your gift.  



Prayer Requests and Praises: 
• Birthdays: Eric Neuharth on Dec. 20 

• We pray for those church leaders in Central Plains 
who are involved in a conference-led Leader's   
Table. May they find fellowship and wisdom 
around the table, and the courage to try new 
things.  

• Praise God that Caleb Schrock-Hurst, who serves 
jointly with Mennonite Mission Network and   
Virginia Mennonite Missions, has successfully   
finished his cancer treatments and is cancer free. 
Now, he and his wife, Stephanie, are moving      
forward with their plans to respond to an            
invitation to go to Mennonite Christian Hospital 
in Taiwan. Pray for physical and spiritual health 
as they resume preparations that were put on 
hold for the past year.   

• Additional requests: _________________________ 

Pastor Randall’s contact information:  

Pastor Office Hours: Tues & Thurs: 8:30-12 PM  

Phone - 309-208-6032. 

Email - pastorrandallhmc@gmail.com  

Office Administrative Assistant: Aprille Birkey 

Church Email: hutterthal@goldenwest.net 

Church Website: www.hmcfreeman.org 

HMC Congregational Ministry Project for December: 

Cash for MCC Food 

Please give donations for Joyce Hofer (treasurer) or 

place in the CM mailbox. 



Call to Worship                  

One: Come, all who hunger and thirst for more — 
 God calls us to the feast! 

Many: We are weary exiles, longing for home, caught 
 in a world that drains our hope. 

One: "Listen, so that you may live! My covenant is  
 everlasting, my promise sure." 

Many: Can joy reach us here, in this place of waiting? 

One: God's vision is higher than the heavens, 
 stretching beyond what we can see. 

Many: The invitation is for all people, from the   
 farthest reaches of the earth. 

One: The word of the Lord does not return empty — 
 it brings forth life! 

Many: The mountains and the hills will burst into 
 song, the trees of the field will clap their hands! 

All: You are the source of true joy, O God. You expand 
 our vision, lifting our eyes beyond the moment, 
 beyond despair, into amazement. We stand before 
 you, ready to enter your story and be amazed. 
 
Candle Lighting Litany               

One: We have been wandering in the dark, cold,  
 desert of grief and despair and we feel heavy, dry 
 and lifeless. 

Many: Come, Joy of the world. Come amaze us.  

All: May your joy water our thirsty souls, that we may 
 become your fountains of joy, freely sharing your 
 joy with the world. 



Winter Bible Study will begin on Sunday, January 11, 
2026 at 12:30 PM. Each Sunday after Sunday School, 
we will share a light lunch and then discuss a piece of 
scripture and a portion of Michelle Hershberger's 
book, Finding Ourselves in God's Story, which is the 
book that Pastor Randall uses to prepare candidates 
for baptism. We will be doing this weekly on Sundays 
from 12:30 -1:30 PM, January 11 to February 22, 
2026. If you would like a copy of the book ordered for 
you by the church, please let Aprille know by  Sunday, 
December 21. We look forward to sharing this time 
together with all of you who are able to join the    
Pastor and Deacons for our annual Winter Bible 
Study.  
 
 
 
Everyone enjoys coffee time at HMC. It’s a great 
chance to meet visitors and connect with regulars. In 
December, you can contribute to the cost by making a 
donation in the designated “gift box” located in the 
Fellowship Hall during coffee time. Thank you!    
           - Coffee Time Committee 
 
 
 
All are invited to celebrate Christmas with the Salem-
Zion (North) church choirs on Sunday evening, Dec. 
21. The program will include children, men's, ladies 
and mixed voices. Refreshments will be served       
following the program.  
 


