Hutterthal Mennonite Church
Christ Centered -
Living, Relating, Serving
Sunday, December 7, 2025
— ‘ 9:45 a.m.
’ Second Sunday of Advent

Prelude
Call to Worship and Prayer
*Welcoming One Another
*Gathering and Praising
Bless’d Be the God of Israel VT #223
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming VT#216
Scripture Reading  John 11:20-36 Pew Bible p. 568
Sharing Time and Prayer
Children’s Time
Worship Music Gesu Bambino
Advent Candle Lighting
Scripture Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 Pew Bible p. 457
Message Be Amazed: Peace in the Valley of Bones
Offering Prayer
*Responding and Sending
Breathe on Me, Breath of God VT #737
Hark! The Glad Sound! VT #217
*Benediction
Postlude
*please stand if you are able

View today’s service here: www.HMCFreeman.org


http://www.HMCFreeman.org

TODAY: December 7, 2025 9:45 a.m.

Worship Leader: Barbie Hofer

Accompanist: Paige Hofer

Song Leader: Morgan Koehler

Children’s Time: Brigitta Hofer

Worship Music: Pastor Randall & Morgan Koehler arr.
by Les & Mary Rensink

Message: Pastor Randall Koehler

Coffee Time: Todd & Suzanne Koerner

After coffee time:

o+ Children’s SS in the Education Wing

+ Intergenerational Adult SS: Sermon Discussion

« Exploring the Word Adult SS: Book of Acts Study

NEXT SUNDAY: December 14, 2025 9:45 a.m.
Worship Leader: Lyndon Hofer
Accompanist: Amy Hofer Vetch
Song Leader: Amanda Mettler
Children’s Time: Joline Thomas
Worship Music: Mixed Ensemble
Scripture: Psalm 42; Isaiah 55
Message: Be Amazed: Joy in the Desert
Pastor Randall Koehler
Coffee Time: Kenneth & Aprille Birkey

After coffee time:

o Children’s SS in the Education Wing
 Intergenerational Adult SS: Sermon Discussion

« Exploring the Word Adult SS: Book of Acts Study



Calendar: (please check the weekly bulletin email for

more information and upcoming events)

Dec. 10: Freeman Network for Justice & Peace
Meeting at 1:30 PM in the Freeman Library

Dec. 10: HMC Annual Meeting at 7 PM;
Congregational Ministries Meeting to follow

Dec. 11: Christmas Caroling at Oakview Terrace at
2:15PM

Dec. 21: HMC Children’s Christmas Program -
A Cookie-Cutter Christmas; brunch following

Dec. 25: HMC Christmas Day Worship Service: 10 AM

Dec. 28: Time of Remembrance during worship
service

Jan. 11: First Sunday of Winter Bible Study - Finding
Ourselves in God’s Story

A special year-end offering is being collected for HMC
to accept donations that will be directed to the
donor's choice of the following organizations: CPMC,
Freeman Academy, MCC, MCC Meat Canning,
Mennonite Church USA, Swan Lake Christian Camp, &
Wellspring. A basket will be available in the upper
foyer for those that wish to participate through
Sunday, December 14th. Please indicate on your
check to which organization you wish to designate
your gift.



Prayer Requests and Praises:

Birthdays: Joann Stahl on Dec. 8; Barbie Hofer and
Gordon Waltner on Dec. 9; Otto Mettler on Dec. 10
We pray for our sister and brother congregations
across MC USA, each in their own unique ministry
contexts. Help each of us to be faithful followers

of Jesus, wherever we are.

Joseph and Rachel Givens and their two sons, who
are serving with Mennonite Mission Network, are
on the front lines of ministry to people fleeing
persecution and death. Pray that the Givens will
receive the spiritual and financial resources they
need to continue sharing Christ's love through
food and shelter at the Maria Skobtsova House, in
Calais, France.

Additional requests:

HMC Congregational Ministry Project for December:
Cash for MCC Food

Please give donations for Joyce Hofer (treasurer) or
place in the CM mailbox.

Pastor Randall’s contact information:
Pastor Office Hours: Tues & Thurs: 8:30-12 PM
Phone - 309-208-6032.

Email - pastorrandallhmc@gmail.com
Office Administrative Assistant: Aprille Birkey
Church Email: hutterthal@goldenwest.net
Church Website: www.hmcfreeman.org




Call to Worship

One: God in our desert, you are our peace in all
places.

Many: Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;
we are cut off completely.

One: Thus says the Lord God: "Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live."

Many: Can these dry bones live?

One: The wind of God moves among these dry bones.
Stand and live!

(Audience rises/stands as each one is able)

Many: We are the people of God, a vast multitude,
filled with God's Spirit.

One: "I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live. I will place you on your own soil; then you
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act,” says the Lord.

All: You are the only source of true life, O God. You
breathe new life into our dry bones and fill us with
your peace. We stand before you, ready to enter
your story and be amazed.

Candle Lighting Litany
One: We have been wandering in the dark, our spirits

dry and cracked from conflict, aching for peace to
pour into the crevices to revive us.
Many: Come, Peace of the world. Come amaze us.
All: May Your peace fill the cracks in our dry; brittle
bones. Bind us together; strengthen and unite
us, that we might dance!




Winter Bible Study will begin on Sunday, January 11,
2026 at 12:30 PM. Each Sunday after Sunday School,
we will share a light lunch and then discuss a piece of
scripture and a portion of Michelle Hershberger's
book, Finding Ourselves in God's Story, which is the
book that Pastor Randall uses to prepare candidates
for baptism. We will be doing this weekly on Sundays
from 12:30-1:30 PM, January 11 to February 22,
2026. If you would like a copy of the book ordered
for you by the church, please let Aprille know by
Sunday, December 21. We look forward to sharing
this time together with all of you who are able to join
the Pastor and Deacons for our annual Winter Bible
Study.

Everyone enjoys coffee time at HMC. It’s a great
chance to meet visitors and connect with regulars. In
December, you can contribute to the cost by making a
donation in the designated “gift box” located in the
Fellowship Hall during coffee time. Thank you!

- Coffee Time Committee

Swan Lake Christian Camp 2026 Winter Retreats are
just around the corner. Make plans now to attend.
Dates are January 9-11 for 8th—12th Grade retreat
and January 16-18 for 5th - 8th Grade retreat.

Sign up online at www.myslcc.com



Season's Greetings!

[ hope this note finds you well. I wanted to let you
know that I've written an Advent devotional book
called Keeper of the Light 1t was recently released
and has already been a blessing in people's lives.

If you're interested in taking a look, reading it, or
sharing it with someone who might need
encouragement, ['d be grateful. No pressure at all—
just wanted to share it with you.

Thank you for being part of my life and ministry. Your
support means more than you know. Grab your copy
of Keeper of the Light. https://a.co/d/9hazOF8

Abiding In Joy,
Pastor Stuart J. Curry
Salem Mennonite Brethren Church

Thank you very much for those who participated in
the Church Drive for Freeman Academy this fall.
Church Drive gifts from Hutterthal Mennonite Church
members totaled $2,100. Thank you for these gifts
and the many other ways you support students and
the mission of Freeman Academy!

- Brice Kauffman, Head of School



2025 Gift Discernment Ballot

The members of the Leadership Selection Committee
(Brandon Waltner, Kenneth Birkey, and Michelle
Neuharth) offer the HMC congregation the following
slate of candidates for affirmation at the HMC annual
meeting on December 10th at 7 PM. They will begin
serving in 2026.

Church Board Secretary: Monica Clem (3 year term)

Deacon: Lyndon Hofer (3 year term)

Pastor Congregation Relations Committee: John Clem
(3 year term)

Assistant Head Usher: Reiny Hofer (1 year term and

will become head usher in 2027)

Ushers: Marcia Schrock, Mary Rensink, Larry
Tschetter, Brandon Waltner, Violeta Castro Lopez,
Rodney Mettler (1 year term)

Trustee: Cameron Hofer (3 year term)

Education Committee: Kathy Pullman (1 year term)
Kenneth Birkey (3 year term)

Two year position will not be filled

Leadership Selection Committee: Kenneth Birkey (3

year term)

Music Committee: Aprille Birkey (2-year term)



