
 Hutterthal Mennonite Church 

Christ Centered –  

Living, Relating, Serving 

Sunday, August 16, 2026 

9:45 a.m. 

 

Prelude              

Call to Worship and Prayer  

Welcoming One Another 

*Gathering and Praising 

Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord 

Let the Children Come to Me   VT #512 

Children’s Time 

Backpack Blessing 

Sharing Time & Prayer 

Scripture and Message   Prov. 1:1-9 Pew Bible p. 334 

Offering Prayer 

*Responding and Sending 

Children of the Heavenly Father   VT #517 

Christ, We Do All Adore Thee   VT #138 

*Benediction 

Postlude 

*please stand if you are able 

View today’s service here:      www.HMCFreeman.org 



TODAY:      August 16, 2026       9:45 a.m.   
Prelude & Postlude: Callum Friesen 
Worship Leader: Amanda Mettler 
Accompanist: Charlene Friesen 
Song Leader: Amanda Mettler 
Children’s Time: Kenny Birkey 
Message: Joline Thomas 
Coffee Time: Gordon Waltner 
 

Cookies will be served during coffee time today in 
honor of the backpack blessing today. 

 
No Sunday School 
 
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY:    August 23, 2026       9:45 a.m.   
Worship Leader: John Clem 
Accompanist: Paige Hofer 
Song Leader: Amy Hofer Vetch 
Worship Music: Delmer & Shirley Hofer 
Message: Suzanne Koerner 
Coffee Time: Kenny & Aprille Birkey 
 

After Coffee Time 
• Adult Sunday School class in the Fellowship Hall 

led by Suzanne Koerner 
 



Calendar: (please check the weekly bulletin email for 
more information and upcoming events) 
Aug. 23: Suzanne Koerner sharing about the Banquet  
 during the worship service 

Aug. 25: HMC Church Board Meeting at 7:30 PM 

Aug. 27: Serving at the Banquet 

Aug. 30: Hymn Sing Service 

Sept. 6: Pulpit Fill - Stuart Curry 

Sept. 13: Pulpit Fill - Matthew Tschetter and Sunday 
 School kick-off 

Sept. 13: Baby Shower for Aprille & Kenny Birkey at 2  
 PM 
 

 
The Deacons would like to extend our thanks to all who 
attended and participated in the congregational         
conversations on August 2nd. Your responses,         
questions and comments, were greatly appreciated. 
Should you have any additional questions or would like 
to continue the conversation, please let Deacon     
members, Suzanne Koerner and Amy Hofer Vetch, 
know. Blessings to you all.  
 
Baby Shower for Aprille & Kenny Birkey 
Please join us for a baby shower honoring Aprille and 
Kenny Birkey on Sunday, September 13, at 2:00 PM at 
the church.  
They are registered at Target and Amazon. In lieu of a 
card, please bring a favorite children's book with a 
note inside. A group gift is also being organized, and 
contributions or questions may be directed to Rina 
Hofer, Brigitta Hofer, or Kylea Waltner. We hope you 
can join us as we celebrate this special occasion!  



Prayer Requests and Praises: 

• Birthday: Chris Hofer on Aug. 21; Marj Hofer on 
Aug. 22 

• We pray for students, teachers and staff who are 
preparing to begin school. May God bless their 
learning and may they both receive and reflect the 
love of God in their school settings. We pray also 
for our church-related school, Hillcrest Academy.  

• On June 24, Venezuela experienced two                
devastating earthquakes that resulted in the      
confirmed death or injury of more than 20,000 
people, with tens of thousands more still missing. 
Pray for everyone affected, as they continue to 
mourn the lost, search for the missing and rebuild. 

• Additional requests: ___________________________________ 

____________________________________
____________________________________

Office Administrative Assistant: Aprille Birkey 
Church Email: hutterthal@goldenwest.net 

Church Website: www.hmcfreeman.org 

HMC Congregational Ministry Project for August: 
Cash for Mennonite Disaster Service 

Please place donations in the Congregational           
Ministries mailbox or give to Joyce Hofer (treasurer). 

Offering and Attendance Last Sunday 
Offering: $ 

Attendance:  



Backpack Blessing Call and Response         
One: With you, every transition and new start is a  
 reminder of your goodness, for you are always  
 creating fresh, amazing things in us and through 
 us. Though we are sad about the summer ending, 
 we are grateful for this school year. We appreciate 
 the opportunity to learn and grow, knowing it is 
 one of  the biggest privileges we have. With thanks 
 and love, we offer everything we are to you, asking 
 for your blessing.  
One: We pray for students of all ages, abilities, and 
 backgrounds. We pray for our hearts and all they 
 hold—excitement and nervousness,      
 disappointment and hope. We give you all our loves 
 and fears. We pray for steady self-esteem.  
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
One: We pray for our minds, that they will expand in 
 wonder and celebration, learning not just from the 
 books studied, but the people beside us. Open our 
 minds with a willingness to be changed in    
 unexpected ways, and settle our thoughts in  
 peaceful places.  
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers  
One: We pray for our hands, that they will reach out  to 
 help, welcome, and care. Bless our hands with  
 patience and dedication as they grip pencils and 
 type on keyboards, swish paint brushes and clap in 
 song, grip monkey bars and lunchbox handles.  
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  

One: We pray for mouths, that they will speak words 
 bringing life and connection. We pray for our eyes 
 and ears, that we may see ourselves and others 
 with compassion, and that our ears will genuinely 
 listen to all voices.  



ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers  

One: We say a special prayer for parents. Wrap them 
 with your reassuring love as they entrust their  
 children and trust you. We also pray for teachers, 
 staff, and administrators. Give them delight in the 
 young ones before them, and recognition of the 
 sweet ways children are also teachers.   

ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers  

One: We pray for health and wholeness, fun and 
 growth, surprise and amazement for the school 
 year ahead, knowing you will hold us all the way 
 through.  

ALL: We thank you, Amen  
 

Notice to all Shalom readers 
Please finish reading your Shalom books and place 
your reading sheets in librarian Charlene Friesen's 
mailbox by the end of   September. She will get your 
reward books ordered and we will display your       
projects a couple week after.  
 

A Hymn Sing is planned for August 30th. The Voices  
Together, Hymnal Worship Book and Sing the Journey 
will be available for this service. Please come with   
suggestions to sing throughout our service. Also, if a 
particular hymn deeply touched you or a family    
member, please feel free to share this as well during 
the service. Looking forward to worshipping with you 
in song!   The Deacons  
 

Address Change 
Randall & Morgan Koehler 
24537 Green Valley Pkwy 
Elkhart, IN 46517 




